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DAY UNTO DAY. 

Day unto day 
With tireless voice, through centuries, hat told 
Of Lore and Power supreme, with vast array 
Of wonders manifold. 

Day unto day 
Should echo through our souls that Living Word, 
The Mighty Voice which heaven's high courts obey 
Leading the grand accord. 

L.A. T. 
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▲bide with me, 287. 

Adorning, 833. 

Affliction, Uses of, 90, 117, 

184,238. 
AU Saints, 806. 
All Bonis, 307. 
All things are good, 196. 
All things work for good, 190. 
Anxiety, 164. 
Asking, 88. 
Aspiration, 18. 

Birds, The, our teachers, 185. 
Bread of comfort, 50. 
Bread, Daily, 19, 326. 
Brotherly Ioto, 338. 
Building well, 288. 

Cares of this world, 200. 
Chastening, God's, 101, 191. 
Charity, 34, 225. 
Cheerfulness, 148, 884. 
Children, little, Likeness to, 

208. 
Christ, Coming to, 91, 859. 
Christ to be foUowed, 87, 189. 
Christ's example, 66. 



Chrises presence, 



71. 



Christmas, 860. 
Clinging to God, 18, 296. 



Comforter, The, 848. 
Commandment, The new, 81 
Confession, 147, 223, 802. 
Confidence in God. 183, 858. 
Conscience, 87,188. 
Contentment, 818 . 
Contrition, 69. 
Coarse, The finished, 198. 
Coyet the best gifts, 239. 
Cross, the, Taking up, 120. 
Cup, The, of blessing, 201. 
Cup, My, runneth oyer, 270. 

Dead to sin, 290. 

Dead, The, with us. 221. 

Death of children, 342. 

Death, Through, to life, 100 

Deliverance from eyil, 86. 

Depths, the, Out of, 268. 

Desire spiritual gifts, 252. 

Desiring God, 281. 

Doing all for God's glory, 29 

Doing good, 15, 283. 

Duties, Common, 336. 

Duty, 192. 

Duties of each day, SOL 

Earnest working, 243. 
Encouragement, 41. 
Enyy and malice, 150. 
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■Sternal life, 245 
Eternity, 805. 
Evil to be shunned, 78. 
Example, Be an, 831. 
Eye, The single, 183. 

Faith, 90, 107, 337. 
Faith and action, 271. 
Faith and works, 352. 
Faithfulness, 323. 
Faith, hope, and charity, 304. 
Father, Our, 241, 321. 
Fear of death, 126. 
Fellowship, Christian, 272. 
Fight, The good, 20. 
Firmness and trust. 264. 
Flesh vs. spirit, 277. 
Food, 25. 
Forbearance and forgiveness, 

263. 
Forgiveness, 79, 291. 861. 
Fountain of life, 250. 
Fragments, 820 
Freedom, 186. 
Friend, The false, 46. 
Fruit, Bearing, 219, 286. 

Giving, 116, 863. 

Glory to God, 55. 

Glory of heaven, 23. 

God to be blessed for all 

things, 177. 
God the bounteous giver, 244. 
God glorified, 95. 
God healeth us, 162. 
God heareth us, 43» 
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God our helper, 128. 

God leadeth us. 36, 236 

God our light, 248. 

God shall order, 8. 

God our refuge, 32. 

God reigneth, 224. 

God seeth us, 4. 

God sends all in love, 251. 

God strengthened me, 124. 

God a sun and a shield, 10. 

God with us, 17, 278. 

God in llis works, 129. 

God's blessing, 329. 

God's care of llis children, 

235. 
God's care of us, 106. 
God's gifts to be enjoyed. 

187. 
God's glory in His works, 178* 
God's goodness, 81, 167. 
God's grace, 149. 
God's love, 67, 111, 125. 
God's loving kindness, 315. 
God's mercies abundant, 20ft 
God's presence, 254. 
God's will, 12, 198. 
God's word, 222. 
God's works, 110, 194. 
Good and evil, 60. 
Good out of evil, 26. 
Graces, Christian. 72, 88 
Grow in grace, 98. 
Guidance, 299. 

Harry Wadsworth's Mottoe% 

tfx. 
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flaring God. 66. 

Huron, 237. 

He leadeth me, 286. 

Helpers of each other. 242. 

Higher, 70, 229. 

Hindrances to prayer. 62, 115. 

210. 
Honoring God, 180. 
Hope, 42. 

Humility, 68, 166. 
Hungering and thirsting, 14. 

Image of God, 28. 

Immortality, 64. 

Improving and imparting} 66. 

Impurity, 63. 

Increasing by scattering, 335. 

Instruments of praise, 169. 

Invocation, 319. 

I would be Thine, 160. 

Joy after sorrow, 106. 

Joys present and future. 171. 

Judging, 274, 332. 

Kingdom of God, 220, 281, 

255. 

Kingdom of Heaven, 226. 
Knowing God, 137. 

Leaven, 169. 

Leaving all to God, 181. 

Life, 89, 141, 280. 

Life from death, 285. 

Life, The music of, 265. 

Light within, 344. 

Light, Tour, let it this \ 80. 



likeness to God, 808. 
Little things, 44. 
Living for others, 176. 
Lore, 6, 168. 
Love to Christ, 49. 
Love to God, 62, 146, 240. 
Love and helpfulness, 847 
Love without fear, 365. 
Love, Christian, 123. 
Love of the world, 217. 

Meditation, 166. 
Mercy, 16, 211. 
Mercies-, Tender, 162. 
Moderation, 64. 
Mount, On the, 317. 
Mourning, 344. 

Nearness to God, 296. 
Newness of Life, 97. 
Nothing lost, 364. 

Obedience, 11, 204, 246. 
Old age, 139. 
Order, 857. 

Path of life, 206. 

Patience, 9, 207, 208, 866, 

Peacemakers, 22. 

Peace of God, 298. 

Peace of Jesus, 810, 849. 

Perfection, 228. 

Perseverance, 40. 

Pleading, 267. 

Poor in spirit, 47, 118. 

Praise, 170, 215. 

Pray for one another, 88 

ix 
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Prayer, 5, 80, 811. 
Prayer answered, 822. 
Prayer, Morning, 68. 
Prayer in trouble, 82 
Prayer for guidance, 113. 
Prayer unceasing, 88, 294. 
Preparation of the heart, 68. 
Press forward, 76. 
Press on, 816. 
Prosperity, 889. 
Promises of God, 67. 
Providence of God, 218. 
Purity, 172, 268. 
Pure in heart, 48. 
Purification, 276. 

Quietness, 27. 279. 
Quietness and confidence, 78. 

Rebuke with meekness, 127. 
Rejoioing, 284. 
Rejoicing in God, 227. 
Reliance on God, 61, 197. 
Religion, pure and undefiled, 

850. 
Renewal, Christian. 2. 
Repairing the temple, 297. 
Repentance, 164. 
Rest, 186, 259, 800. 
Riches not to be trusted in, 

260. 
Rock, The Lord my, 178. 
Rousing to action, 96. 

Salvation, 218. 
Seeing God, 826. 



Seeking God, 8. 
Seeking strength, 7. 
Self-abasement, 108. 
Self-denial and the cross, 808 
Self-examination, 142. 
Self-conquest, 69, 314. 
Service, 185, 205, 214, 86a 
Shepherd, The Lord my, 864. 
Shining as stars, 848. 
Silence in sorrow, 289. 
Singing praises, 134. 
Small things, 262. 
Sorrow turned into joy, 121. 
Sowing beside all waters, 148. 
Sowing in tears, 180. 
Sowing and reaping, 112, 188 
Sowing seed, 109. 
Speak gently, 292. 
Spring, 122. 
Strength and help from God. 

238. 
Strong, Be, 119, 232. 
Still, Be, 176. 
Strife and peace, 284. 
Striving, 818. 
Summer lessons, 158. 
Sustained by God, 280. 

Taught by love, 862. 
Temples of God, 86, 92, 146. 
Temptations, 216, 846. 
Thankfulness, 76". 
Thirsting for God, 24. 
Thoughts, The, 209, 846 
Transgressions, 167. 282. 
Trials, 247, 26L 
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Tribulations, 196. 
Trust in God, 21, 85, 909. 812. 
Truth, 46, 131, 880. 
Truth and lore, 77. 

Value of a day, 212. 
Voice of God within.74. 
Vine and branches, 828. 
Visions, Heavenly, 269. 
Vision, The heavenly, 266. 
Visit me, 144. 

Waiting on the Lord, 114, 278. 
Walking in the right way, 93. 
Walking with God, 161, 166. 
Walking with Christ, 267. 
Warfare, Christian, 61. 
Watchfulness, 824. 



Ways, Our, 208. 
Ways, Thy, Lord, 16L 
Way, Show us the, 249. 
Way, Truth, and Life, 827. 
Weakness and strength, 266 
Winter, 841. 
Work, 84, 163, 861. 
Work and love, 179. 
Words, 108, 182. 
Worship, 102, 174. 
Worship, Morning, 166. 
World, The, a school, 158. 
Will, Thy, be done, 182. 



Tear, The New, 1. 
Tear, The lesson of the, 



Zeal, 276. 
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Adam of 8t. Victor, 77. 
Adams, S. F.. 126, 177, 296. 
Adams, T., 90, 118, 172. 
Addison, 26. 
£sop, 242. 

Albert, Ueinrich, 299. 
Alexander, C. F., 245. 
Alford, Dean, 80. 
Anatoli us, St., 86, 349. 
Andrew, John Albion, 18. 
Andrews, Bishop, 126. 
Aogelo, Michel, 249. 
Angelus, 194. 
Antoninus, Marcus, 142. 
Anselm, St., 8. 
Apollonius, 204. 
Appleton, F. P., 806. 
Arnold, Matthew, 181. 
Arnold, Thomas, 128, 858. 
Auerbach, 122, 181, 179. 
Augustine, St., 24, 244, 827, 
847. 

Bailey, P. J., 89, 280, 345. 
Baker, Richard, 265, 294. 
Barbauld, 338. 
Barlow, 273. 
Barrow, Isaac, 84. 
Bartol, C. A.. 256, 257, 269, 
818,881. 



Barton, 148. 

Barton. Bernard, 121. 

Baxter, Richard, 19. 

Beddome, 150. 

Beecher, 11. W., 105, 167. 

174,219,280,281,286,288, 
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B., M. L., 46, 56, f 3. 128, 178, 

210,256,258.271,320,855. 
Bernard, St., 237, 276. 
Bethune, 0. W., 15, 214, 858. 
Blake, William, 43. 
Bohmer, J. H , 20. 
Bonar, 151, 279, 808. 
Bowring, 95, 167. 
Bremer, Frederika, 24. 
Briggs, G. W., 99, 342. 
Brooke, S. A., 128, 129, 151. 
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Browning, E. B., 84, 831,884. 
Bryant, William 0, 121, 269. 
Bulfinch, 51, 74, 1J9. 
Bunyan, John, 33<. 
Burleigh, William H.,7,120, 
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Calamy, Edward, 8. 
0. T. 0., 22, 268. 
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DAY UNTO DAY. 



JANUARY f. 

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee : the Lord make [ 

His face shine upon thee: the Lord lift up His conn- > 

tenance upon thee, and give thee peace. — Numb. vi. 
24, 25, 26. 

" Welcome we the New Year's greeting, 
Joyous all our songs shall be ; 
For our years, though swiftly fleeting, 
Lead us nearer, Lord, to Thee." 

Let your good wishes turn into acts: let no hard 
thing be done even towards an enemy; and let those 
around you be the happier because you are in the 
midst of them. — Ephraim Peabodt. 

Now they began on the first day of the first month 
to sanctify. — 2 Chbon. xxix. 17. 

We cannot tell what shall be on the morrow; but 
we can choose what we ourselves will be. We can 
resolve to live faithfully, whatever betides. . . . We 
can walk with the bright angels, and wrestle with the 
dark ones, and oblige the flying hours to leave a 
blessing behind. — N. L. Fkothinoham. 

And all these blessings shall come on thet, and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of 
the Lord thy God. — Deut. xxviii. 2. 



JANUARY 2. 



Be renewed in the spirit of your mind. — Era. iv. 23. 

Renew your good resolutions. . . . Renew your 
affections. . . . Renew the course of your meditations 
upon the subjects that concern your most intimate 
welfare. Renew your faith. Renew the kingdom of 
the immortal within the breast that will soon cease to 
beat. Renew it in its simplicity, in its sovereign 
beauty, in its reasonableness, in its might. — N. L. 
Fbothinghah. 

Go, cleanse thy heart, and fill 
Thy soul with love and goodness. 

This is thy task on earth, 

This is thy eager manhood's proudest goal, 

To cast all meanness and world-worship forth, 

And thus exalt the soul. 

Robert Niooll. 

Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby 
ye have transgressed: and make you a new heart and 
a ne^ spirit. — Ezek. xviii. 31. 
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JANUARY 3. 



Order my steps in Thy word: and let not any in- 
iquity have dominion over me. — Pa. cxix. 133. 

Our Father, through the coming year 

We know not what shall be ; 
But we would leave, without a fear, 

Its ordering all to Thee. 

For calmly, Lord, ou Thee we rest; 

No fears our trust shall move: 

Thou knowest what for each is best, 

And Thou art perfect love. 

Gabkell. 

He is our Pilot. He sits at the stern; and though 
the ship be in a sinking condition, yet be of good 
comfort: our Pilot will have a care of us. — Edmund 
Calamy. 

Thus saith the Lord. I have made the earth and 
created man upon it. I have raised him up in right- 
eousness, and I will direct all his ways. — Is a. xlv. 
11,12, 13. 
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JANUARY 4. 

Lord ! Thou hast searched me, and known me 1 
Thou knowest my sitting down and my rising up, 
Thou understandest my thoughts from afar ! 
Thou seest my path and my lying down, 
And art acquainted with all my ways. 

Ps. cxxziz. 1, 2, 8. 

O Lord ! in me there lieth naught 
But to Thy search revealed lies ; 

For when I sit, Thou markest it, 
No less than notest when I rise; 

Yea, closest closet of my thought 
Hath open windows to Thine eyes. 

Sidney. 

Whether, therefore, our influence be extended oi 
confined, our talents many or few, let us carefully 
remember that, diligent or slothful, persevering of 
inconstant, we are "ever in our great Task-master's 
eye.'* — C. Wellbeloved. 

Yea, the darkness hideth not from Thee, 
But the night shineth as the day ; 
The darkness and the light are both alike to Thee. 

Ps. cxxxix. 12. 



JANUARY 5. 






And all things whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive. — Matt. xxi. 22. 

Earthly princes are fain to measure out their gifta 
Why? Because their stock is, like themselves, finite; 
but the treasury of God's bounty is an inexhaustible 
rell, never to be drawn dry. — Joh. White, 1616. 

*' Father, I will not pray 
Freedom from earthly ill; 
But may Thy peace be o'er my way 
With its dove-pinion still. 

So let me walk with Thee, 

Thy presence round my way, 
Made by Thine aiding Spirit free; 

Thy Love, my joy and stay." 

If ye then being evil know how to give good gifta 
onto your children, how much more shall your Father 
which is in heaven give good things to them that ask 
Him. — Matt. vii. 11. 



i 



9 



JANUARY 6. 



Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. And th6 
second is like onto it. Thou shalt love thy neighboi 
as thyself. —Matt. xxii. 37, 38, 39. 

Briefly doe as thou would'st be done unto; 

Love God, and love thy neighbor, watch and pray; 
These are the words and works of life; this do, 

And live; who doth not thus hath lost heaven's way. 

Hbnry Vaughan. 

Love, primal and supreme, by which alone men 
can be refined, improved, made happy, saved, fitted 
to live in this life and in another. — F. W. P. Green- 
wood. 

He that loveth not his brother, whom he hath seen, 
how can he love God, whom he hath not seen? — 1 
Johs iv. 20. 
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JANUARY 7. 



Thou also shalt seek strength. — Nahum ill. 11, 

We ask not that our path be always bright, 
But for Thine aid to walk therein aright ; 
That Thou, Lord ! through all its devious way 
Wilt give us strength sufficient to our day: 

For this, for this we pray. 

William Bublsioh. 

If there be a man on earth to be envied, it is he 
who, amidst the sharpest assaults from his own pas- 
sions, from fortune, from society, never falters in his 
allegiance to God and the inward monitor. So pecu- 
liar is the excellence of this moral strength, that I 
believe the Creator regards one being who puts it 
forth with greater complacency than He would look 
on a world of beings innocent and harmless through 
the necessity of constitution. — Chaining. 

The Lord will give strength unto His people. — Pa. 
. 11. 



JANUARY 8. 

send oat Thy light and Thy truth : let them lead 
me: let them bring me unto Thy holy hill, and to 
Thy tabernacles. — Pa. xliii. 3. 

Send down Thy constant aid, we pray; 

Be Thy pure angels with us still ; 
Thy truth, be that our firmest stay; 

Our only rest to do Thy will. 

0. B. Frothinqhah. 

While God is with us, we are not alone. He en- 
wraps us in His immensity, and sustains us by Hit 
love. The sooner we learn to lean on Him, and find 
comfort in the society of God, the better are we pre- 
pared for every solemn passage of our existence. — 
J. Martlneau. 

1 beseech Thee, Lord, teach me to seek Thee, and 
show Thyself to the seeker; because I can neither 
seek Thee unless Thou teach me, nor find Thee 
unless Thou show Thyself to me. — St. Anselm. 

If thou seek Him, He will be found of thee.—- 
1 Chbon. xxviii. 9. 
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JANUARY 9. 

In jour patience possess ye yonr souls. — Lukb 
xxi. 19. 

Jesus does not merely say, "Be patient/* but he 
impressed upon bis disciples the truth that by pa- 
tience, and patience only, they would possess their 
souls, keep the mastery over themselves, have their 
powers and faculties under their own control, and thus 
be enabled in the most trying emergencies to see 
clearly and to decide correctly. — Greenwood. 

Why should I murmur? for the sorrow 
Thus only longer-lived would be; 

Ita end may come, and will, to-morrow, 
When God has done His work in me : 

So I say trusting, As God will ! 

And trusting to the end, hold still. 

Julius Sturm. 

Learn patience first ; for patience is the part 
Of all whom Time records among the great; 

The only gift I know, the only art 
To strengthen up our frailties to our fate. 
• T. W. Parsons. 

Woe unto you that have lost patience ! And what 
will ye do when the Lord shall visit you? — Ecclus. 

tt.14. 
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JANUARY 10. 



The Lord God is a sun and shield, 
The Lord giveth grace and glory: 
No good thing doth He withhold 
From them that walk uprightly. 

Lord of hosts, 
Happy the man who trusteth in Thee. 

Ps. UxxiY. 11, 13. 

God is a sun of light, 

Glory and grace to shed; 
God is a shield of might, 

To guard the faithful head : 
O Lord of hosts, how happy he, 
The man who puts his trust in Thee ! 

Montgomery. 

"The weak and sinking, on whom Thou sheddest 
the light of Thy countenance, becomes strong in faith 
and hope, and is blessed, while still on earth, with a 
foretaste of heaven." 

Blessed is the man that maketh the Lord his trust. — . 
Ps. xl. 4. 
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JANUARY II. 



And the Lord said unto Moses, Wherefore criest 
thou unto me? Speak onto the children of Israel, 
that they go forward. — Exod. xiv. 15. 

" In His own way His chosen sheep 
Must hear His mighty call ; 
Must venture through the parted deep 
Beside the liquid wall." 

They may venture as long as their trust "is in Him: 
" Speak unto all my people," saith God, " that they 
go forward." Their prayer is good, but their obedi- 
ence is better. His grace shall be sufficient for tbem 
while they move towards it — N. L. Frothingham. 

Behold I send an angel before thee, to keep thee in 
the way, and to bring thee into the place which I 
have prepared. Beware of him and obey his voice. — 
Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. 

To obey is better than sacrifice. — 1 Sam. xv. 23. 
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JANUARY 12. 

» 

I seek not mine own will, bat ihe will of the Father 
which hath sent me. — John v. 30. 

The best will is our Father's will, 
And we may rest there calm and still. 
Oh make it hour by hour thine own, 
And wish for naught but that alone 
Which pleases God ! 

Paul Gkrhardt. 

So should we be willing, patiently and quietly, to 
submit ourselves to God's dealing with us in all con 
ditions, humbly to apply ourselves to His wise and 
fatherly administrations, and take heed of murmuring; 
for He intendeth "nothing but our good, even the salva- 
tion of our souls, which is the chiefest good of all. — 
Thomas de Tkugillo. 

In all eternity, no tone can be so sweet 

As where man's heart with God in unison doth beat. 

ANGBXUS SlLKSITTR. 

Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. — 
Matt. vi. 10. 
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JANUARY 13. 



For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from 
following Him ; but kept His commandments, which 
the Lord commanded Moses. And the Lord was with 
him: and he prospered, whithersoever he went. — 2 
Klngs xviii. 6, 7. 

Day and night, going out and coming in, say to 
yourself, "Iain with God my Father, and God my 
Father is with me. There is not a good feeling in my 
heart but my heavenly Father has put it there, — ay, 
I have not a power which He has not given." — 

KlNGSLKY. 

Lord, I am like to mistletoe, 

Which has no root and cannot grow, 

Or prosper, but by that same tree 

It clings about: bo I by Thee. 

Heruick. 

For in Him we live, and move and have our being 
Acts xvii. 28. 
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JANUARY 14. 



Blessed are they which do hanger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. — Matt. ▼. 6. 

" Father, supply my every need, 

Sustain the life Thyself hast given: 
Oh grant the never-failing bread, 
The manna that comes down from heaven I 

The gracious fruits of righteousness, 
Thy blessings' unexhausted store, 

In me abundantly increase, 
Nor ever let me hunger more ! " 

We hunger and thirst after righteousness, but the 
spiritual appetite continues its cravings to the last. 
There is pain doubtless in this yearning, but to 
Christ's followers it brings the blessedness of a full 
assurance that in the better inheritance " they shall 
be filled." — Kinloch. 

For He satisfieth the longing soul, and filleth the 
hungry soul with goodness. — Pa. cvii 9. 
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JANUARY 15. 



Who went about doing good. — Acts x. 38. 

Let us devote ourselves anew to the whole service 
of good-will. Let us resolve, for the time to come, 
to be considerate of all, the present and the absent; to 
be just to all; to be kindly affectioned to all. — N. L. 
Fbothingham. 

a 

So, Christian, when thy faith is faint, 
Amidst the toils that throng the saint, 
Ask God that thou may'st peace impart 
Unto some other human heart; 
And thou thy Master's joy shalt share, 
E'en while his cross thy shoulders bear. 

Q. w. Bethujtb. 

Where good things are minded, graces will be in- 
creased. —J. Wood, 1636. 

But to do good, and to communicate, forget nott 
for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. — Hsb. 
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JANUARY 16. 



De ye therefore merciful, as jour Fattier also is 
merciful. — LuKEvi. 36. 

"Let Thy love our pattern be; 
Let Thy mercy teach one brother 
To forgive and love another; 
That copying Thy mercy here 
Thy goodness may hereafter rear 
Our souls unto Thy glory, when 
Our dust shall cease to be with men.*' 

Who will not mercy unto others show, 
How can he mercie ever hope to haue. 

Spbnskr. 

We do pray for mercy, 

And that same prayer doth teach us all to render 

The deeds of mercy 

Shakspkajlb. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy. — Matt. v. 7 
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JANUARY 17. 

Nevertheless i am continually with The6: Thou 
hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt guide 
me with Thy counsel, and afterward receive me to 
glory.— Ps. lxxiii. 23, 24. 

For ever with the Lord : 
Father, if 'tis Thy will, 
The promise of that faithful word 
Even here to me fulfil. 

Be Thou at my right hand, 
Then can I never fail : 
Uphold thou me, and I shall stand ; 
Fight, and I must prevail. 

Montgomery. 



44 Let never a day pass over our heads, wherein we 
have not fetched a walk or two in the gallery of out 
hearts with Him, and there laid open ourselves before 
Him, both concerning our miseries and our sins." — 
1627. 

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dis- 
mayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee: 
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with 
the right hand of my righteousness. — Isa. zli. 10. 
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JANUARY 18. 

I count not myself to have apprehended : bat this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things which am 
behind, and .reaching forth unto those which art 
before, I press toward the mark. — Phil* iii. 13, 14. 

The field is too wide, the harvest too great, the 
world too broad, and humanity too precious, either 
for delays, for jealousies, or for strifes. Indeed, this 
human life is all too short to allow the indulgence of 
vain regrets. And when the sense of weakness, or of 
guilt and sin, overbears the weary head and heart, I 
can but remember the trusting and triumphant joy 
of the Apostle. — John A. Andrew. 

Build thee more stately mansions, my soul, 

As the swift seasons roll ! 

Leave thy low-vaulted past I 
Let each new temple, nobler than the last, 
Shnt thee from heaven with a dome more vast, 

Till thou at length art free, 
Leaving thine outgrown shell by life's unresting sea. 

0. W. Holmes. 

Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant: even as the Son of man came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister. —Matt. xz. 97, 28. 
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JANUARY 19. 

Give us this day our daily bread. — Matt. vi. 11. 

At even ye shall eat flesh, and in the morning ye 
shall be filled with bread. — Exod. xvi. 12. 

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say 
onto yon, Moses gave you not that bread from heaven; 
but my Father giveth you the true bread from heaven. 
John vi. 32. 

Give us our dailv bread 

• 

To cheer our fainting soul; 
The feast of comfort, Lord, 

And peace to make us whole: 
For we are sick of tears, 

The useless tears we shed; 

Now give us comfort, Lord, 

To be our daily bread. 

A. Pbootos. 

Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all com- 
fort; who oomforteth us in all our tribulation, that we 
may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, 
by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted 
of God.— 2 Cob. i. 3, 4. 
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JANUARY 20. 



Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal 
life, whereunto thou art also called. — 1 Tim. vi. 12. 

Through many a fall and many a bitter conflie. 
human nature wins its way to freedom and peace. — 
Hedge. 

Then combat well, of nought afraid, 
For thus his follower thou art made : 
Each battle teaches thee to fight, 
Each foe to be a braver knight, 

Armed with his might. 

J. H. BOHHKB. 

Remember you have not a sinew Whose law of 
strength is not action; you have not a faculty of 
body, mind, or soul, whose law of improvement is not 
energy. — E. B. Hall. 

Wherefore take unto you the whole armor of God. 
Era. vi. 13. 
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JANUARY 21. 



In Thee, Ix>rd, do I pat my trust. — Ps. ban. 1 

44 Who puts his trust in God most just 
Hath built his house securely; 
He who relies on Jesus Christ 
Shall reach his heaven most surely. 

Then fixed on Thee my trust shall be, 

For Thy truth cannot alter; 
While mine Thou art, not death's cold smart 

Shall make my courage falter." 

I will walk, Father, I will live, by the firth that 
Thou art, and that Thou art the rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Thee. — Jos. Tuckerman. 

I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the Lori 
sustained me. I will not be afraid of ten thousands 
of people, that have set themselves against me round 
about. — Ps. iii. 5, 6. 

The Lord is on my side, I will not fear: what can 
man do unto me ? — Ps. cxviii. 6. 
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JANUARY 22. 



Blessed are the peace-makers: for they shall be 
oalled the children of God. — Matt. v. 9. 

The world is rude and fierce and wild; 

Who maketh peace is God's dear child: 

For him the Lord of Peace shall bless, 

Who, like Him, giveth quietness. 

Whittier. 

Those who in this world of strife make peace are 
indeed blessed, both of God and man. They who 
soothe and still the angry spirit, they who shame and 
correct the envious spirit, they who reprove and 
change the censorious spirit, — they purify, sweeten, 
and exalt the character: they help to bring the 
blessed life. All this they must first do in themselves, 
who will do this for others. Therefore they shall be 
called, for they shall be children of God. And through 
such shall be fulfilled the promise at the coming of the 
Son of God. " Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace, good will towards men " (Luke ii. 14). -- 
C. T. C. 
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JANUARY 23. 



The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
Armament showeth His handy work. — Pa. zix. 1. 

God! Good beyond compare! 
If thus Thy meaner works are fair, 
How glorious must the mansion be, 
Where Thy redeemed shall dwell with Thee! 

Hbbbb. 

A glory, not of cities and streets of gold, not of 
heaven, as our crude imaginations picture it, but 
the glory of a world of order and harmony; like this, 
but grander and more beautiful, beautiful as this 
is. — Fubmbss. 

The mention of its glory 

Is unction to the breast, 
Is medicine in sickness, 

And love and life and rest. 

Nkalb (from the Latin). 

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the 
moon to shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. — Key. xxi. 23. 
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JANUARY 24. 

As the hart jtanteth after the water-brooks, so 
panteth my soul after Thee, God. My soul thirsteth 
for God, tor the living God: when shall I come and 
appear before God V — Ps. xlii. 1, 2. 

Lord, I thirst: Thou art the Spring of Life, satisfy 
me; I thirst, Lord, I thirst after Thee, the living 
God. — St. Augustine. 

I thirst, God, great Source of Love ! 
Infinite life streams from above: 
Oh give one drop and let me live ! 
The barren world has naught to give, 
No solace have its streams for me, 
I thirst alone for heaven and Thee. 

Frederika Bremer 

My soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth fot 
Thee in a dry and thirsty land where no water is. 
Ps. lxiii. 1. 

Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, 
and he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; 
yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and 
without price. — Isa. lv. 1. 
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JANUARY 25. 

Feed me with food convenient Tor me. — Prov. 
xxx. 8. 

Food is the universal nourisher, the daily care and 
topic of the world. . - . The supply of sustenance is 
man's most pressing want ; and the precariousness of it, 
while it awakened his earliest anxiety, furnishes still 
the most lively symbol of his absolute subjection to the 
Preserver of life, the Lord of providence, the Father 
of the year. — N. L. Frothingham. 

He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, and 
herb for the service of man: that he may bring forth 
food out of the earth. — Ps. civ. 14. 

The Lord my pasture shall prepare, 
And feed me with a shepherd '3 care; 
His presence shall my wants supply, 
And guard me with a watchful eye ; 
My noon-day walks He shall attend, 
And all my midnight hours defend. 

Addison. 

O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for His mercy 
endureth for ever. . . . Who giveth food to all flesh : 
for His mercy endureth for ever. — Pa. cxxxvi. 3, 25. 
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JANUARY 26. 

I praised and honored Him that liveth for evei. 
None can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What 
doest Thou?— Dan. iv. 34, 35. 

God liveth ever! 
Wherefore, Soul, despair thou never 1 
Our God is good ; in every place 

His love is known, His help is found, 
His mighty arm and tender grace 
Bring good from ills that hem us round. 

Zihn. 

Even in evil, that dark cloud which hangs over the 
creation, we discern rays of light and hope ; and grad- 
ually come to see, in suffering and temptation, proofs 
and instruments of the sublimest purposes of wisdom 
and love. — Chaining. 

To Him 

Glory and praise, whose wisdom had ordained 

Good out of evil to create. 

Milton. 

We know that all things work together for good, to 
them that love God. — Bom. viii. 28. 
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JANUARY 27. 



Take heed, and be quiet; fear not, neither be faint 
hearted. — Iba. vii. 4. 

" When in the midst of the stormy whirlwind of 
action and passion, we are apt to trust to our own (rail 
barks; and we hear not the voice of God until after 
the storm, in the still small whisper in our souls. 
When the heart is calmed, we can feel the power and 
behold the brightness of oar Father's love; and we 
can yield ourselves to Him, and desire to be led by 
Him wherever He chooseth. Thus we can have con- 
fidence that we are treading in the right path, and we 
shall feel a strength which will cany us through the 
troubles and temptations of life.*' 

* Who shall make trouble then ? Not evil minds, 
Which like a shadow o'er creation lower; 
The soul which peace hath thus attuned finds 
How strong within doth reign the Calmer' s power. 
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When He giveth quietness, who then can make 
trouble ? — Job xxxiv. 20. 
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JANUARY 28. 

And he saith unto them, Whose is this image and 
superscription? They say unto him, Caesar's. Then 
saith he unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar, the 
things which are Caesar's; and unto God, the things 
that are God's. — Matt. xxii. 20, 21. 

And God said, Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness. — Gen. i. 26. 

And we, Lord ! Thine image are, 

Stamp' d in Thy mint divine; 
Oh grant us grace to give to Thee 

The coinage that is Thine ! 

Renew Thine image in our hearts, 

Cleanse them with grace divine, 

That Thine own superscription there, 

And effigy may shine. 

C. Wordsworth. 

Likeness to God is a good so unutterably surpassing 
all other good, that whoever admits it as attainable 
must acknowledge it to be the chief aim of life. — 
Channtng. 

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy like- 
ness. — Pa. zvii. 15. 
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JANUARY 29. 



Whether, therefore, ye eat or drink, or whatsoever 
ye do, do all to the glory of God. — 1 Cor. z. 31. 

Not that He needs any thing at our hands ; bat lie 
has in His merciful providence, and of His own free 
gift, raised us up to co-operate with Him, and have 
a regard to His honor and a share in promoting it. — 
F. W. P. Greenwood. 

Teach me, my God and King, 

In all things Thee to see; 
And what I do in any thing, 

To do it as for Thee! 

. All may of Thee partake; 

Nothing can be so mean, 
Which with this tincture (for thy sake) 
Will not grow bright and clean. 

Geo rgb Herbert. 

That the abundant grace might through the thanks- 
giving of many redound to the glory of God. — 2 Cor 
hr. 15. 
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JANUARY 30. 

Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught his dis- 
ciples. — Luke xi. 1. 

" Teach us to pray ! 
A form of words will not suffice, 
The heart must bring its sacrifice: 
Teach us to pray ! 

Teach us to pray I 
To Thee alone our hearts look up; 
Prayer is our only door of hope : 

Teach us to pray ! " 

Let no man call himself a Christian who lives with- 
out giving a part of life to this duty. . . . Let our 
prayers, like the ancient sacrifices, ascend morning 
and evening. Let our days begin and end with God. — 
Channino. 

Thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father 
which is in secret. — Matt. vi. 6. 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him, must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. — John iv. 24. 
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JANUARY 31. 

A oew commandment I give unto you, that ye lore 
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love 
one another. — John xiii. 34. 

The command was not in itself new. What the 
Saviour' 8 commandment had new in it was the motive 
and measure of the love. He indicated love to him- 
self as the source of their love one to another: this 
was the new motive. He enjoined that their love to 
one another should be great and unselfish as his own? 
this was the new measure. — Kin loch. 

Beneath the shadow of the cross, 

As earthly hopes remove, 
His new commandment Jesus gives, 

His blessed word of love. 

Then, Jesus, be thy spirit ours ! 

And swift our feet shall move 
To deeds of pure self-sacrifice, 

" And the sweet tasks of love." 

Samuel Longfellow. 

fle that believeth on me, the works that I do shall 
be do also; and greater works than these shall he do, 
because I go unto my Father. — John ziv. 12. 
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FEBRUARY I. 



God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
In trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the 
earth be removed and though the mountains be car- 
ried into the midst of the sea. — Pa. xlvi. 1, 2. 

He who hitherto hath fed me, 
And to many a joy hath led me, 

Is and shall be ever mine; 
He who did so gently school me, 
He who still doth guide and rule me, 

Will not leave me now to pine. 

1879. 

most holy Lord, how good art Thou to those that 
are of upright heart and humble spirit 1 ... It is a 
most certain truth that Thou lovest all that love Thee, 
and never forsakest those that trust in Thee. — Origeh. 

1 will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. Be strong and 
of a good courage* — Joshua i. 5, 6. 
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FEBRUARY 2. 

Pray one for another, that ye may be healed.— 
J as. v.. 16. 

There are those whom we can help in no other way, 
whom we can meet and help in prayer. The mother's 
prayer for her absent child reaches far over the ocean, 
and on distant seas puts peace into his heart. — J. F. 
Clarke. 

"Whatsoever good and perfect gift we desire for 
ourselves, let us ask for others also, knowing that this 
Is most pleasing to God.' 
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"Let out thy soul and pray, 
Not for thy home alone: 
Away in prayer, away; 
Make all the world thine own. 

• 

Let out thy soul in prayer; 

Oh, let thy spirit grow! 
God gives thee sun and air, 

Let the full blossom blow." 

Wherefore also we pray always for yon. 
BBSS. L lL 



FEBRUARY 3. 

And above all these things, pat on charity, which is 
the bond of perfectness. — Col. iii. 14. 

"Meek and lowly, pure and holy, 
Chief among the blessed three, 
Turning sadness into gladness, 
Heaven-born art thou, Charity." 

Is any man fallen into disgrace? Charity doth 
hald do\tn its head, is abashed and out of counte- 
nance, partaking of his shame. Is any man disap- 
pointed of his hopes and endeavors ? Charity crieta 
out, " Alas ! * ' as if it were itself defeated. Is any man 
afflicted with pain or sickness? Charity looketh 
sadly; it fainteth and languisheth with him. Is any 
man pinched with hard want? Charity, if it cannot 
succor, it will condole. Doth ill news arrive ? Char- 
ity doth hear it with an unwilling ear and sad heart, 
although not particularly concerned in it — Isaac 
Barrow. 

Let all your things be done with charity. — 1 Cob. 
rvi. 14. 
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FEBRUARY 4. 



Foi ye are the temple of the living God; as God 
hath said, I will dwell in them; and walk in them; 
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
2 Cor. vi. 16. 

Since then, my God, Thou hast 

So brave a palace built, oh dwell in it, 
That it may dwell with Thee at last 1 

Till then afford us so much wit, 
That, as the world serves us, we may serve Thee, 
And both Thy servants be. 

George Herbert. 

A temple of God implies the residence of God 
with man; and the great object of Messiah's mani- 
festation was to bring .God back to the soul of man, 
that thus every man might become God's temple. — 
R. Watson. 

What! know ye not that your body is» the temple 
»f the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of 
God, and ye are not your own V — 1 Cor. vi. 19. 
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FEBRUARY 5. 

And He led them forth by the right way. — Ps. 
cvii. 7. 

Father-eye that hath so truly watch* d, 

Father-hand that hath so gently led, 

Father-heart that by my prayer is toach'd, 
That loved me first when I was cold and dead ! 

Still do Thou lead me on with faithful care 
The narrow path to heaven where I would go, 

And train me for the life that waits me there, 
Alike through love and loss, through weal and woe. 

Spitta. 

My Father! may I ever have this firm confidence, 
that Thou dost lead us by the right way! Then, 
whatever troubles encompass me, from without or from 
within, my heart shall not fail; for it shall rest on the 
Rock of Ages. — C. Wellbeloved. 

1 will lead them in paths that they have not known. 

1 will make darkness light before them, and crooked 
things straight These things will I do unto them 
and not forsake them. — Isa. zlii. 16. 
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FEBRUARY 6. 



If any man serve me, let him follow me; and where 
I am, there shall also my servant be. — John xii. 96. 

His true followers must listen to these demands. 
They must tread resolutely in his footsteps. They 
must drink eagerly of his life. They must take 
bravely hold of the work he gave them to do. If 
they mean really to go after him, they must take up 
«ach his cross and follow. — E. £. Hale. 

Jesus, still lead on, 

Till our rest be won. 

And although the way be cheerless, 

We will follow calm and fearless; 

Guide us by thy hand 

To our Father-land. 

ZlNZENDOEF. 

Then spake Jesus unto them, saying, I am the light 
of the world : he that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of life. — John viii 
18. 



FEBRUARY 7. 

Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be ralL 
John xvi. 24. 

His saying, "Ask, and ye shall receive," means 
nothing less than ask, call, cry, knock, — knock vehe- 
mently. And this we must do, on and on, without 
ceasing. — Martin Luther. 

"No man did ever really pray, without gaining 
infinitely by the effort." 

That were a grief I could not bear, 
Didst Thou not hear and answer prayer; 
But a prayer-hearing, answering God 
Supports me under every load. 

• • • • 

Were half the breath in murm' rings spent 
To heaven in supplication sent, 
Your cheerful song would oft'ner be, 
** Hear what the Lord has done for me." 

Cowpkr, 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shal 
find; knock, and it snail be opened unto you.— 
Matt. vii. 7. 
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FEBRUARY 8. 

A just man falleth seven times, and riseth m> 
again. — Pro v. xxiv. 16. 

Saii I not so, that I would sin no more? 

Witness my God, I did; 
Yet I am run again upon the score, 

My faults cannot be hid. 
What shall I do? Make vows to break them still? 

'Twill be but labor lost; 

My good), cannot prevail against mine ill, 

The business will be crossed. 

George Herbert. 

Ton must resolve not to be disheartened, but, even 
if you were to fall a hundred times a day, determine 
to rise up each time and go onwards. . . . God will 
forgive the falls: they often are caused by undue haste, 
which prevents us from taking fitting precautions, or, 
with timid souls, from a perpetual looking round for 
imaginary dangers, which cause them to stumble. . . . 
Believe firmly that God is an indulgent Father, ami 
will forgive the faults that take our weakness by sur- 
prise, in spite of our sincere desire to please Him. — 
Ghou. 

Let not your hearts faint — Deut. xx. 8. 



FEBRUARY 9. 

My strength faileth because of mine iniquity.- 
P8. xxxi. 10. 

Oh, say not so ! thou canst not tell what strength 

Thy God may give thee at the length ; 

Renew thy vows ; and if thou keep the last, 

Thy God will pardon all that's past. 

Vow while thou canst, while thou canst, vow; thou 

may'st 
Perhaps perform it when thou thinkest least. 

Gkorgk Hbbbbrt. 

" When a man is to run a race of forty furlongs, 
would you have him sit down at the nine and thirtieth, 
and so lose the prize ? We do not keep a good fire 
all day. and let it go out in the evening when it is 
coldest; but then rather lay on more fuel, that we may 
go warm to bed." — But "He that is strong with his 
own strength tails before temptation; he is humbled 
in the dust. . . . Whence is our strength ? From God 
alone." 

The God of Israel is He that giveth strength anq 
power unto His people. Blessed be God. — Ps. htviii. 
35. 
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FEBRUARY 10 

And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call 
011 the name of the Lord shall be delivered. — Joek 
i. 32. 
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Thy God hath not denied thee all 
Whilst He permits thee but to call; 
Call to thy God for grace to keep 
Thy vows; and if thou break them, weep; 
Weep for thy broken vows, and vow again : 
Vows made with tears cannot be still in vain. 
Then once again 
I vow to mend my ways. 

Lord, say Amen, 
And Thine be all the praise. 

Obob.uk Herbert. 

" When Antipater had written a large letter against 
Alexander's mother unto Alexander, the king an- 
swered him, 4 0ne tear from my mother will wash 
away all her faults.* So it is with God. A penitent 
tear is an undeniable ambassador, and never returns 
from the Throne of Grace unsatisfied. " 

I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears; 
behold, I will heal thee. — 2 Kings xx. 5. 
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FEBRUARY II. 



For we are saved by hope. But hope that is seen, 
is not hope : for what a man seeth. why doth he yet 
hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then 
do we with patience wait for it. — Rom. viii. 24, 25. 

" Such is the holdfast of him that hopes in God, aa 
long as there is any breath he hopes. In the winter 
and deadest time of calamity hope springeth and can- 
not die." 

" Hope on, my soul, for summer days 

Will surely come again ; 
And winter may be bright with praise. 

Though often dark with pain. 
Imprisoned safe the harvest lies, 

Until the showers of spring,  
Until the sunny summer skies 

Their warmth and music bring." 

I will hope continually, and will yet praise Thee 
more and more. — Ps. lxxi. 14. 
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FEBRUARY 12. 



He heareth the cry of the afflicted. — Job xxxiv. 28. 

Think not thon canst sigh a sigh. 
And thy Maker is not by; 
Think not thou canst weep a tear, 
And thy Maker is not near. 

William Blaks. 

There is nothing, therefore, which interests us in 
this world, but may come specially before God in 
prayer. To Him nothing is insignificant which moves 
the hearts of His children. — J. F. Clarke. 

"Yet do I hold daily and hourly communion with 
Him ? Do I freely pour out my soul to Him ? Do 
I tell Him my joys, and fly to Him in my sorrows? 
Do I remember that being the child of His immortal 
Spirit, I should walk in the Spirit ? Heavenly Father, 
Thou only knowest! Search me, and try my ways." 

For the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith 
the Lord — Pa. xii. 5. 
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FEBRUARY 13. 

He that is faithful in that which is least, is faithful 
also in much; and he that is unjust in the least, is 
unjust also in much. — Luke xvi. 10. 

Character is measured not by results, but by quality. 
Appearances deceive us: God searches the motive. 
Not bv the little or much we do or fail to do, are we 
judged, but by our intentions, by our fidelity or un- 
faithfulness. Representing the majesty of duty, no 
deed is trivial. It indicates loyalty or treason towards 
the Most High. — E. E. S. 

" Mine is a little cross of petty cares, 
Of little duties pressing on my heart, 
Of little troubles hard to reconcile, 
Of inward struggles overcome in part. 

I dare not lay it down; I only ask 

That, taking up my daily cross, I may 
Follow my Master humbly, step by step, 

Through cloud and darkness unto perfect day." 

i 

If any man will come after me; let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. — Luke 
be 23. 
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FEBRUARY 14. 



Wherefore putting away lying, speak eveiy man 
truth with his neighbor. — Era. iv. 25. 

Do not let us lie at all. Do not think of one falsity 
as harmless, and 'another as slight, and another as 
unintended. Cast them all aside: they may be light 
and accidental, but they are ugly soot from the smoke 
of the pit, for all that; and it is better that our hearts 
should be swept clean of them, without one care as to 
which is largest or blackest. — Rusk in. 

Whate'er you think, whatever you do, 
Whate'er you purpose or pursue, — 
It may be small, but must be true. 

Ida Hahn-Hahw. 

Use not to make any manner of lie: for the custom 
thereof is not good. — Ecclus. vii. 13. 

Approving ourselves by the word of truth. — 3 Cob 
vi.4,7. 
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FEBRUARY 15. 



Tea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, 
which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel 
against me. — Ps. xli. 9. 

This was the experience of David. Our Ix>rd Jesus 
himself also drained the same bitter cup to the dregs ; 
for was he not betrayed by Judas, denied by Peter, 
and misunderstood and deserted by the twelve? 
Having therefore ''suffered in all points J ike as we 
do," he is able to lead us to his Father and our 
Father, in whom he found his solace and his strength, 
and on whom we too may rely. — M. 

I thank Thee that no veil obscures Thy sight, 

I thank Thee Thou dost always read aright 

The tablet of my heart; when friends distrust, 

And judge me blindly, that Thou, God, art jast, 

And in Thv lore I may securely trust. 

"  M. 

I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. — Heb. 
siu. 5. 
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FEBRUARY 16. 



Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven. — Matt. v. 3. 

" It was not by accident that the first of the Beati- 
tudes was, "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven." Blessed are they, who, 
conscious of their spiritual poverty and looking upward, 
gaze on the perfection above, and long for a better and 
purer life. — E. Peabodt. 

Till God shall make our very spirit poor, 
We shall not up to highest wealth aspire; 
But then we shall, and that is my desire. 

Georgb Wither. 

** The lowly spirit God hath consecrated 
As His abiding rest; 
An angel by some patriarch's tent hath waitei, 
When kings had no such guest." 

To this man will I look, saith the Lord, even to him 
that is poor and of a contrite spirit. — Isa. lxvi. 8. - 
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FEBRUARY 17. 



Blessed are the pare in heart: for they shall see 
God. — Matt. v. 8 

Only they can. That benediction is not for others. 
The heart is the eye that is made to gaze towards 
Him; and if that be clou led the whole heaven is hid, 
however circumspectly the steps may be directed 
along the earth. — N. L. Frothlngham. 

Blest are the pure in heart, 

For they shall see our God; 
The secret of the Lord is theirs, 

Their soul is His abode. 

Still to the lowly soul 

God doth Himself impart; 

And for His temple and His throne 

Doth choose the pure in heart. 

Kjebis. 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart, he shall 
receive the blessing from the Lord. — Ps. zziv. 4, 5* 
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FEBRUARY 18. 



Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, 
forest thou me more than these? — John xzi. 15. 

"Lovest thou me?" I hear my Saviour say? 
Would that my heart had power to answer, ' Yea: 
Thou knowest all things, Lord, in heaven above 
And earth beneath: Thou knowest that I love.'* 

Lord, with the love wherewith Thou loved' st me, 
Reflected on Thyself, I would love Thee. 

Montgomery. 

He says, "Ye call me Master and Lord; and ye say 
well, for so I am." For he is truly a Master rf the 
highest good, and therefore should we love him above 
all things. — Tauler. 

Obey his precepts, and through this obedience 
purify and invigorate your minds to know and love 
Him more. " Grace be with all them that love our Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity" (Eph. vi. 24). — Chajt- 
mivo. 



FEBRUARY 19. 



And the children of Israel did eat manna forty 
years. And they gathered it every morning, every 
man according to his eating. — Exod. xvi. 35, 21. 

Day by day the manna fell : 
Oh to learn this lesson well ! 
Still by constant mercy fed, 
Give us, Lord, our daily bread. 

Thou our daily task shalt give, 

Day by day to Thee we live; 

So shall added years fulfil 

Not our own, our Father's will. 

Coudbr. 

The Christian, while he prays for the sustenance 
and refreshment of the body, will have his thoughts 
directed to that bread of life which cometh down from 
heaven, and is the support of his immortal soul. — F. 
W. P. Greenwood. 

Give us this day our daily bread. — Matt. vi. 1. 
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FEBRUARY 20. 



Quit yourselves like men, and fight — 1 Sam. It. 
i. 

There* 8 a strife we all mast wage 
From life's entrance to its close; 

Blest the bold who dare engage, 
Woe for him who seeks repose. 

What our foes ? — Each thought impure , 
Passions fierce that tear the soul ; 

Every ill that we can cure; 
Every crime we can control. 

BULFINCH. 

All those who have never felt this inward strife will 
never bring any good to pass so long as they live. — 
Tauler. 

If there be no enemy, no fight; if no fight, no vie* 
tory ; if no victory, no crown. — Quarles. 

 

Though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after 
the flesh: for the weapons of our warfare are not car- 
nal. — 1 Cob. x. 3, 4. 



51 



FEBRUARY 21. 



But your iniquities have separated between you and 
your God, and your sins have hid His face from you, 
that He will not hear. — Isa. lix. 2. 

The smallest sin is enough; the discord of a single 
string will destroy the harmony which prayer requires 
between our wills and that of God. — F. P. Cobbe. 

" There can be no comfortable return of our prayers 
unto God till sin be removed. It is but folly to seek 
unto God by prayer, till the partition wall of sin that 
is betwixt us and Him be broken down: it is sin 
that crosseth and hindereth the effect and fruit of 
prayer.' f 

" One thing alone, dear Lord, I dread, — 
To have a secret spot 
That separates my soul from Thee, 
And yet to know it not. 1 



»» 



How many are mine iniquities and sins? make me 
to know my transgression and my sin. — Job xiii. 
93. 
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FEBRUARY 22. 

Ezra had prepared bis heart to seek the law of the 
Lord, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and 
judgments. — Ezra vii. 10. 

Be not for knowledge only, thy desire; 

In virtue's presence learning's light is dim: 
Deeds and not words the Almighty will require, 
Yet offer both to him. 

By ceaseless study learn, by actions teach. 

Untiring seek for wisdom's pathway here; 
This meditate, a light thy heart will reach, 
And make all fair and clear. 

Thkodolphus, 820 a.o. 

1 jet not such (i.e., those who rely upon the exercise of 
their own reason, or upon outward observances) claim 
to be children of Zion, but let them seriously set them- 
selves to work to conquer their faults, exercising them- 
selves after the pattern of our Lord, in humility and 
works of love, and thus learn how to rise on high. — 
Tauler, 

For into a malicious soul wisdom shall not enter, 
nor dwell in the body that is subject unto sin. — Wis- 
pom op Solomon i. 4. 
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FEBRUARY 23. 

Because I live, ye shall live also. — John xiv. 19. 

Gloiy to God in full anthems of joy ! 

The being He gave us death cannot destroy. 

Sad were the life we must part with to-morrow, 

If tears were our birthright and death were our endj 
But Jesus hath cheered the dark valley of sorrow, 

And bade us, immortal, to heaven ascend. 
Lift, then, your voices in triumph on high: 
Jesus hath risen, and man shall not die. 

H. Ware, Jr. 

When I look at Jesus, the conqueror of death, the 
heir of immortality, who has gone as the forerunner 
of mankind into the mansions of light and purity, I 
can and do admit the almost overpowering thought of 
the everlasting life, growth, felicity of the human 
soul. — Changing. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, which, according to His abundant mercy, 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the res- 
urrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheri- 
tance incorruptible, and unde tiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reserved in heaven for you. — 1 Pet. i. 3, «. 
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FEBRUARY 24. 



Let them give glory unto the Lord. — Isa. xlli. 13. 

Uprightness in every station, benevolence to all 
mankind ; sympathy in the woes of the distressed and 
the gladness of the joyful; sincerity, courtesy, char- 
ity, forbearance, — all these contribute to the glory of 
God. — F. W. P. Greenwood. 

Father, glory be to Thee, 
Source of all the good we see I 
Glory for the blessed Light 
Rising on the ancient night; 

Glory for the hopes that come 
Streaming through the silent tomb; 
Glory for Thy Spirit given, 
Guiding us in peace to heaven. 

Wm. Gabkbll. 

Give unto the Lord, ye kindreds of the people, 
give unto the Lord glory and strength. Give unto 
the Lord the glory due unto His name. — Ps. xcvi. 

7,8. 
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FEBRUARY 25. 

If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall 
be a vessel unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the 
Master' 8 use, and prepared unto every good work. — 
2 Tim. ii. 21. 

It is the mistake of many, who mean to be good peo- 
ple, that they aim to be happy themselves and improve 
others. Such generally fail in one or both. If they 
would reverse the aim, and strive to improve them- 
selves and make others happy, they would not only 
accomplish that, but would compass the other also. — 
M. L. B. 

In silence mend what ills deform thy mind, 
But all thy good impart to all thy kind. 

STERxnra. 

He that can be true to his best and secret nature— 
that can, by faith and patience, conquer the struggling 
world within — is most likely to send forth a blessed 
power to vanquish the world without. — Martlnkau. 

Wherefore break off thy sins by righteousness, and 
thine iniquities by showing mercy to the poor. — Das. 
iv. 27. 
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FEBRUARY 26. 



1 will mention the loving-kindnesses of the Lord, 
and the praises of the Lord, according to all that the 
Lord hath bestowed on us. — Isa. Ixiii. 7. 

" This assurance of His love must not be one of the 
understanding merely. It must be engrafted into 
every faculty of our nature; it must entwine itself 
-with every affection of our heart; it must be evident 
to us in every thing that is around us/' 

My God, Thou art all love, 
Not one poor minute 'scapes Thy breast 

But brings a favor from above; 
And in this love, more than in bed, I rest. 

George Herbert. 

" Oh teach me then the way 
Whereby I may 
Make Thee my only stay ! " 

But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great love 
wherewith He loved us, hath quickened us together 
with Christ. — Eph. ii. 4, 5. 
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FEBRUARY 27. 

My voice shalt Thou hear in the morning, Lord; 
in the morning will I direct my prayer unto Thee, and 
will look up. — Ps. v. 3. 

Having cast ourselves on the mercy and protection 
of the Almighty, we shall go forth with new confi- 
dence to the labors and duties which He imposes. 
Our early prayer will help to shed an odor of piety 
through the whole life; God, having first occupied, 
will more easily recur to our mind. Our first step will 
be in the right path, and we may hope a happy issue. 
Channlno. 

When first thy eies unveil, give thy soul leave 
To do the like, our bodies but forerun 

The spirit's duty. True hearts spread and heave 
Unto their God, as flowers do to the sun. 

Give Him thy first thoughts then ; so shalt thou keep 

Him company all day, and in Him sleep. 

Henry Vaughaw. 

Their office was ... to stand every morning to 
thank and praise the Lord, and likewise at even. — 1 
Cotton, xxiii. 30. 
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FEBRUARY 28. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken 
and a contrite heart, God, Thou wilt not despise. 
Pa. li. 17. 

Sorrow that is for sin, so far from being an oppres- 
sion of oar nature, is, like all other graces, for the per- 
fection of it — Jos. Simmond. 

The struggle by night will bring the calmness of 
the morning: the hour of exceeding sorrow will pre- 
pare the day of God-like strength. — Mabtlneau. 

Hear me, God 1 

A broken heart 

Is my best part: 

Use still Thy rod 

That I may prove 

Therein Thy love. Ben Jonson. 

4 ' This sorrow may subdue the proud spirit; it may 
lead us to take the yoke of Christ upon us; it may 
help us to purify our souls by doing the will of God. 
Will not sorrow then be blest? shall we not own the 
gracious hand which strikes that it may heal? " 

Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep. — James, iv. 9. 

Before I was afflicted I went astray: but now have 

I kept Thy word. — Ps. cxix. 67. 
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FEBRUARY 29. 



What! shall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and shall we not receive evil ? — Job ii. 10. 

Cannot we trust God, who has given us ninety and 
nine pleasures, that if He withhold the hundredth it 
is from no forgetfulness, no niggardliness? Cannot 
we feel assured that He ever makes us "as blest as 
we can bear," as happy as will consist with our 
highest welfare now and for ever? — F. P. Cobbe. 

Take well whatever shall chance, though bad it be; 
Take it for good, and 'twill be good to thee. 

Thomas Randolph. 

All the works of the Lord are good: and He will 
give every needful thing in due season. So that a 
man cannot say, This is worse than that: for in time 
they shall all be well approved. And therefore praise 
ye the Lord with the whole heart and mouth, and 
bless the name of the Lord. — Ecclus. xxxix. 38, 

34,35. 
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MARCH I. 



The children of Judah prevailed, because they relied 
apon the Lord God of their fathers. — 2 Chkon. xiiL 
18. 

Thou on the Lord rely, 

So safe shalt thou go on ; 
Fix on His work thy steadfast eye, 

So shall thy work be done. 

No profit canst thou gain 

By self-consuming care ; 
To Him commit thy cause ; His ear 

Attends the softest prayer. 

Gerhabdt 

" For fresh duties there will be granted all needful 
strength. If I am to encounter new temptations, I shall 
be endued with fresh resolve; as fresh difficulties 
arise, there will be granted me, in answer to my 
prayer, wisdom from above.** 

Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in Him ; 
and He shall bring it to pass. — Ps. zzxvil. 5. 
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MARCH 2. 



Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and 
with all thy strength: this is the first commandment. 
Mark xii. 30. 

Thee will I love, my Joy, my Crown ! 

Thee will I love, my Lord, my God ! 
Thee will I love, though all may frown, 

And thorns and briers perplex my road; 
Yea, when my flesh and heart decay, 
Thee shall I love in endless day. 

SOHEFFEB. 

" Our love to God must be founded on the highest 
qualities of our nature, as He is perfection. It is, 
therefore, the highest, purest, most intense, and most 
constant love of which we are capable: henco, union 
of soul with God can alone constitute perfect bliss." 

I will love Thee. O Lord, my strength. — Pa. 

XVI 11- 1. 
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MARCH 3. 

Shall not God search this out? for He knoweth the 
secrets of the heart. — Ps. xliv. 21. 

Search all my hidden parts; whate'er impure 
Thy light discovers, these do Thou destroy; 

The bitterest pain I willingly endure; 
Such pain is followed by eternal joy. 

Thou'lt cleanse me from my stains of darkest hue, 
And in Christ's image form my soul anew. 

TER8TEKGEN 

impurity is another form of leprosy. Impure im- 
aginations, unhallowed desires, these defile the soul 
as a loathsome disease the body, and with a far worse 
defilement. — F. W. P. Greenwood. 

As the eye that hath dust in it without, or thick 
vapors stopping the nerve within, cannot see except it 
be cleansed from the one and purged from the other 
so neither can we see God in His works, in His word, 
or in those manifestations of comfort and joy whereby 
He often reveals Himself to them that love Him, so 
long as there is any impurity cleaves to us. — Vin- 
cent. 

And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity. — 

Jeb. xxxiii. 8 
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MARCH 4. 

Let your moderation be known unto all men. — 
Phil. iv. 5. 

Moderation is the silken string running through the 
pearl chain of all virtues. — Bishop Hall. 

Happy the man whose cautious steps 

Still keep the golden mean; 

Whose life, by wisdom's rules well formed, 

Declares a conscience clean. 

Needham. 

Almost all error is some truth carried to excess: 
almost all sin is some good or useful principle suffered 
to be immoderate and ungovernable, or suppressed 
and denied its proper influence and action. Let, then, 
moderation be a leading trait of our virtue and piety. 
Nothing is more wise or more admirable in action 
than to be resolute, and yet calm; earnest, and yet 
self-possessed; decided, and yet modest; to contend 
for truth and right with meekness and charity; to 
give without pride, and to withhold without mean- 
ness; to rejoice with moderation, and to suffer with 
patience. — Dewky. 

He that believeth shall not make haste. — Isa. 
xxviii. 16. 
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MARCH 5. 



Whom have 1 in heaven but Thee? and there is 
none upon earth that I desire besides Thee. — Ps 
bcxiii. 25. 

In having all things and not Thee, what have I ? 

Not having Thee, what have my labors got? 
Let me enjoy but Thee, what further crave I ? 

And having Thee alone, what have I not? 
I wish nor sea, nor land; nor would I be 
Possessed of heaven, heaven unpossessed of Thee. 

Francis Quaulks. 

He that hath God hath all things, because God 
is all things. Take a pen and write down riches, hon- 
ors, preferments, — they are but as so many ciphers, 
they signify nothing; but write down God alone, and 
He will raise them to thousands, hundreds of thou- 
sands. And then it is that a Christian is truly happy 
when he can find himself, and all things, in his God. — 

R. IIOLDSWOBTH. 

Thou art my portion, Lord. — Pa. cxix. 57. 
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MARCH 6. 

Christ also suffered for as, leaving as an example, 
that ye should follow His steps. — 1 Pet. ii. 21. 

" When my pain is most intense, 
Let Thy cross my lesson prove; 
Let me hear Thee even thence, 

Breathing words of peace and love: 
Thus Thy grace shall form in me 
The same mind which was in Thee.** 

I exhort you, with calmness, but earnestness, to 
choose and adopt Jesus Christ as your example, with 
the whole energy of your wills. I exhort you to resolve 
on following him, with the full conviction that your 
whole happiness is concentrated in the force and con- 
stancy of your adherence to this celestial guide. — 
Channing. 

We learn from our Saviour's example how truly 
and entirely the tenderest susceptibility to pain, and 
the most intense desire to be saved from it, may con- 
sist with the holiest resignation, and the firmest cour- 
age and fortitude. — Greenwood. 

Learn of me. — Matt. xi. 29. 
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MARCH 7. 



Whereby are given onto as exceeding great and 
precious promises; that by these ye might be partak- 
en of the Divine nature. — 2 Pet. L 4. 

Great is the excellency, transcendent the comforts, 
that are to be found in God's promises: they are the 
good Christian's Magna Charta for heaven, the only 
assurance that he hath to claim by. They are a mine 
of rkh treasures, a garden full of choice flowers, able 
to enrich the soul with all celestial contentments and 
to sweeten the sourest of conditions. — Joh. Fox. 

" I leave to Thee whatever is mine, 

And in Thy will I calmly rest; 
I know that richest gifts are Thine, 

Thou canst and Thou wilt make me blest; 
For Thou hast promised, and our Lord 
Will never break His promised word." 

For all the promises of God in him (i.e., Jesus 
Christ) are yea, and in him Amen. — 2 Cor. i. 20. 
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MARCH 8. 



Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, And He 
shall lift you up. — Jambs iv. 10. 

Humble we must be, if to heaven we go: 
High is the roof there, but the gate is low. 

Herrick. 

To be always doing well, and to esteem little of 
himself, is the sign of an humble soul. . . . God pro* 
tecteth the humble and delivereth him; the humble 
He loveth and comforteth; unto the humble man He 
inclineth Himself ; unto the humble He giveth great 
grace; and after his humiliation He raiseth him to 
glory. — Thomas a Kkmpis. 

Heaven's gates are not so highly arched 

As princes' palaces. They that enter there 

Must go upon their knees. 

Thomas Hood. 

Whosoever therefore shall bumble himself as this 
b'ttle child, the same is greatest in the Kingdom of 
Heaven. — Matt, xviii. 4. 
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MARCH 9. 

Bat I keep under my body, and bring it into subjec- 
tion: lest that by any means when I have preached to 
others, I myself should be a cast-away. — 1 Cor. ix. 
27. 

Better conquest never canst thou make, 
Than arm thy constant and thy nobler parts 
Against giddy, loose suggestions. 

Shakhpeare. 

Be watchful over thyself, stir up thyself, warn thy- 
self, and, whatsoever becomes of others, neglect not 
thyself. — Thomas a Kempis. 

Five great enemies to peace inhabit with us, — viz., 
Avarice, Ambition, Envy, Anger, and Pride; and if 
these enemies were to be banished, we should infallibly 
enjoy perpetual peace. — Petrarch. 

Yea, if a man were to suffer himself to be torn to 
pieces, and did not learn to cleanse himself thoroughly 
from his sins, to behave towards his fellow-creatures 
in a spirit of generous love, and to love God above all 
things, it would all be useless and in vain. — Tauler. 

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye 
through the spirit do mortify the deeds of the body 
ve shall live. — Rom. viii. 13. 
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MARCH 10. 

Friend, go up higher. — Luke xiv. 10. 

Go up, in the power of penitence. Go up, on the 
wings of prayer. Go up, in the exaltation of meek 
ness, and sit nearer to Him whom you revere. Ht 
will help you to know yourself, and make you at once 
humbler and higher. — E. B. Hall. 

44 Higher yet and higher 
Out of clouds and night, 
Nearer yet and nearer 
Rising to the light." 

Truth is light, love is light, God is light. Truth, 
love, God, — O my soul, to what canst thou attain ! 
. . . yet how dost thou fold thy wings, make feet of 
thy hands, and claws of thy feet, and crawl about in 
the dark caverns, the slimy pits of this nether world. 
Arouse, O angel within me ! Shake from thy pinions 
the dusty coatings of earth. Start thee on thy celes- 
tial flight. — S. Judd. 

For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you 
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ — 2 Pet. i. 11. 
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MARCH II. 

John relates that at a marriage feast in Cana of 
Galilee, the mother of Jesus came to him and said, 
44 They have do wine." He said unto them, "Fill 
the water-pots with water/* which, when they had 
drawn out, they found to be good wine. — See John 
ii. 1-10. 

Dear Friend, whose presence in the house, 

Whose gracious word benign, 
Could once, at Cana's wedding-feast, 

Change water into wine ! 
Come, visit us ! and when dull work 

Grows weary, line on line, 

Revive our souls, and let us see 

Life's water turned to wine. 

J. F. Clabks. 

Let us invite his presence into our hearts; and as 
we walk in the way of life, which is often a sad one, 
he shall commune with us of light and life and love; 
and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 
places shall be smooth; all things shall become new, 
and the best emotions of the soul shall be kindled into 
a sacrifice acceptable to God. — R. L. C. 

I will come to you. — John xiv. 18. 
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MARCH 12. 

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech yon 
that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are 
called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long 
suffering, forbearing one another in love. — Eph. iv. 
1,2. 

And I will study to adorn 

My heart with meekness under scorn, 

With gentle patience in distress, 
With faithful love that yearning cleaves 
To those o'er whom to death it grieves, 

Whose sins its very souls oppress. 

Paul Gerhardt. 

To love the unlovely, to sympathize with the con- 
trary minded, to give to the uncharitable, to forgive 
such as never pity, to be just to men who make in- 
iquity a law, to pay their ceaseless hate with never- 
ceasing love, is one of the noblest attainments of man, 
and in this he becomes most like God. — T. Parker. 

Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you. — Matt. ▼• 
44. 
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MARCH 13. 

In quietness and in confidence shall be your strength. 
Isa. xxz. 15. 

u In quietness shall be your strength. And it shall 
be in confidence. In confidence, not merely that all 
things are ordered by an all- wise and holy Being, bat 
that His watchful eye has an individual care for every 
one of His creatures, and appoints for each that mode 
of discipline which He knows to be most conducive to 
his well-being; in confidence that He heareth prayer, 
and will grant aid where it is truly sought; in confi- 
dence in His love to us, which is unbounded as His 
own infinite nature. . . . But quietness precedes con- 
fidence." 

So Thou in me, God ! ordain 
That quiet faith and gladness pure 

O'er all convulsions past may reign, 
And root my soul in Thee secure. 

Stxrliwo. 

It is good that a man should both hope and quietly 
wait for the salvation of the Lord. — Lam. iii. 26 
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MARCH 14. 

Hear 1x17 voice, give ear unto my speech. — Isa 
xxxii. 9. 

Deep in the heart of every man is placed that voice 
of God to guide him : when he presses on to virtue, it 
assists him, and applauds; when he rushes into vice, 
it struggles to arrest him, and when defeated records 
its bitter protest. — J. Storks Smith. 

It was the voice of God that spake 

In silence to thy heart, 
And bade each worthier thought awake, 

And every dream of earth depart. 
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Voice of our God, oh yet be near! 

In low, sweet accents whisper peace: 
Direct us on our pathway here, 

Then bid in heaven our wanderings cease. 

Bulfinoh. 

Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and y« 
shall be My people: and walk ye in all the ways that 
I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you. 
Jer. vii. 23. 
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MARCH 15. 
Be ye thankful. — Col. iii. 15. 

Wherefore I crie, and crie again, 
And in no quiet canst Thou be 
Till I a thankful heart obtain 

Of Thee. 

Not thankful when it pleaseth me, 

As if Thy blessings had spare days; 
But such a heart whose pulse may be 

Thy praise. 
George Herbert. 

And herein a good man imitates the bells, that ring 
as pleasantly at a funeral as at a wedding. When it 
goes well with him, he praiseth the mercy of God; 
when ill with him, he magnifies His justice. He is 
thankful in all conditions, not slightly, as the manner 
of the world is, but cheerfully, and with a good cour- 
age. — Thomas Cheshire. 

Our faces ought to reflect back the sunshine of 
heaven, and the joyful tones of our voices to seem the 
echo of its hallelujahs. — F. P. Cobbe. 

I will praise the Lord with my whole heart. — Pa. 
cxi. 1 
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MARCH 16. 



I press toward the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. — Phil. iii. 14. 

For a true and faithful servant of God shall be 
always pressing upward to what is before him, not 
suffering himself to be held back by comfort or pleas- 
ure, joy or sorrow, wealth or poverty. — Taulkk. 

Fix life's purpose steady ; never 

Turn thee from its keen endeavor; 

The prize is reached through baffles and delays, 

And thou shalt find it after many days. 

Crave from fortune no indenture; 

Boldly on, and venture, venture ! 

Who scants his pains and risks, for heavenly praise, 

Finds naught but pains and losses all his days. 

N. L. Frothingham. 

Ye shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the 
left — Deut. v. 32. 
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MARCH 17. 



Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them 
about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine 
Heart — Prov. ill. 3. 

No sinful word, or deed of wrong, 

No thoughts that idly rove ; 
But simple truth be on our tongue, 

And in our hearts be love. 

Adam of St. Victor. 

Let the soul be turned as strenuously towards good 
as it usually is towards evil, and you will find that 
the eimple love of goodness will give incredible re- 
sources to the spir.'t in the search after truth. Love, 
with little intellect, will perform miracles. — F±nelon. 

Thrice holy Fount! thrice holy Fire! 

Our hearts with heavenly love inspire ; 

Make us eternal truth receive, 

Aid us to live as we believe. 

Dbydjcm. 

Love the truth and peace. — Zech. viii. 19. 
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MARCH 18. 



Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil men. Avoid it, pass not by it, 
turn from it, and pass away. — Prov. iv. 14, 15. 

Temptations do not defile a man except through his 
own slackness and want of diligence in turning aside 
from them. — St. Gregory. 

Look not on wrong, nor let the Tempter dare 
To find a back way up into thy heart, 
And open all his cursed tempting ware, 
To bargain with thee for thy better part. 

Thou hast no secrets that are hid from God; 
Thine inmost places by His feet are trod. 
Hast thou sin there? it lies before His sight; 
Die, if thou must, but cast it from thee quite. 

Robert Lowell. 

If thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it 
from thee. And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it 
off, and cast it from thee. — Matt. v. 29, 30. 



78 



MARCH 19. 

If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. — Matt. vi. 14. 

When evil tongues with stinging blame 
Would cast dishonor on my name, 
I'll curb the passions that upstart, 

And take injustice patiently; 

And pardon, as Thou pardon' at me, 
With an ungrudging, generous heart. 

Paul Gbrhabdt 

Truly, such a frame of spirit, such a sweet compos- 
are of the soul, as to forgive and forget, to pass by 
offences, to leave all to God, — not to answer wrath 
with wrath, not to study revenge, not to be mindful 
of injuries received, — is all along the Scripture com- 
manded, by God Himself commended, and by every 
good Christian to be carefully practised. — P. Good- 
win. 

And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
aught against any, that your Father also which is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses — Mark 
xi. 35. 
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MARCH 20. 

Ye aie the light of the world. A city that is set on 
a hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, 
and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick : and 
it giveth light unto all that are in the house. — Matt 
v. 14, 15. 

Show thou thy light: if conscience gleam, 

Set not thy bushel down; 
The smallest spark may send his beam 

O'er hamlet, tower, and town. 

Dean Alvobd. 

How far that little candle throws his beams! 
So shines a good deed in a naughty world. 

Shakbfbabb. 

Candle that in deepest dark 
Helps the night with friendly spark, 
I, too, would be well content 
To give light, and so be spent. 

STERLIKt*. 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may 
see your good works and glorify your Father which if 
in heaven. — Matt. v. 16. 

Arise, shine. — Isa. lx. 1. 



MARCH 21. 

I am poor and needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon 
me: Thou art my help and my deliverer; make no 
tarrying, O my God. — Ps. xl. 17. 

Though all my friends should choose to abandon 
me, I should still feel that 1 can rest, with all the 
calmness of love and the felicity of hope, upon the 
bosom of my God. Heaven's mercy, like the canopy 
of the skies, is a limitless expanse. — S. Judd. 

O (Father) I have nought to plead, 
In earth beneath, or heaven above, 

Bat just my own exceeding need, 
And Thy exceeding love. 

The need will soon be past and gone, 
Exceeding great, but quickly o'er; 

The love, untaught, is all Thine own, 
And lasts for evermore. 

Tbavibs Mados. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord 
pitieih them that fear Him. — Ps. ciii. 18. 
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MARCH 22. 



Lord, in trouble have they visited Thee; they 
poured out a prayer when Thy chastening was upon 
them. — Isa. xxvi. 16. 

The hour of sorrow will come, and when it cornea 
will call on us to pray. Let us pray in that hour. 
In its gloom, let us pray for the light of heaven, and 
the light of heaven will shine. In its oppression, let 
us pray to God for relief, and God will send relief. 
Only it is needful that we should pray from the heart. 
F. W. P. Greenwood. 

14 Who wears the cross prays oft and well: 
Bruised herbs send forth the sweetest smell; 
Were ships ne'er toss'd by stormy wind, 
The pole-8tar who would care to And ; 
Had David spent no darksome hours, 
His sweetest songs had ne'er been ours." 

Their soul fainted in them. They cried r*nto the 
Lord in their trouble, and He delivered them oat of 
their distresses. — Ps. cvii. 6. 
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MARCH 23. 

Giving all diligence, add to your faith, virtue; and 
to virtue, knowledge; and to knowledge, temperance j 
and to temperance, patience; and to patience, godli- 
ness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to 
brotherly kindness, charity. — 2 Pet. i. 5, 6, 7. 

• 

Only add 

Deeds to thy knowledge answerable ; add faith 

And virtue, patience, temperance; add love 

By name to come called charity, the soul 

Of all the rest: then wilt thou not be loath 

To leave this paradise, but shalt possess 

A paradise within thee happier far. 

Milton. 

All the virtues are royal robes; but charity is the 
crown, the seal and pledge of all the rest, the distinc- 
tive badge of the true Christian. 

Though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand 
all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have 
not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all 
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my 
body to be burned, and have not charity, it profiteth 
me nothing, —-1 Cob. ziii. 2, 3. 
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MARCH 24. 
Son, go work to-day in my vineyard. — Matt. 



It is only trifiers, too frivolous to think, who con- 
ceive of their life as without a plan, and have never 
heard the call of the Master, " Go, work to-day in my 
vineyard." — F. D. Huntington. 

Be sure no earnest work 
Of any honest creature, howbeit weak, 
Imperfect, ill adapted, fails so much, 
It is not gathered, as a grain of sand, 
For carrying out God's end. 

E. B. Bsowxnre. 

Not mighty efforts, but a willing mind. 

Not strong, but ready hands, 

The vineyard' 8 Lord demands; 
For every age fit labor He can find. 

J. H. Clinch. 

Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as 
there was a readiness to will, so there may be a per- 
formance also out of that which ye have. For if there 
be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to 
that a man hath, and not according to that he hath 
not. —2 Cor. viii. 11, 12. 
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MARCH 25. 



Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil : for Thou art with me. — 
Pg. xxiii. 4. 

Then, O my soul! be ne'er afraid; 
On Him who thee and all things made 

With calm reliance rest; 
Whatever may come, where'er we go, 
Oar Father in the heavens must know 

In all things what is best. 

Paul Flemminq. 

When all other aids and comforts have taken their 
leave of us, then must we rest and rely upon God 
Himself, and His infallible, unfailable word of promise : 
so shall we see light even in the midst of darkness, 
and be able to discern the sunshine of His blessed coun- 
tenance through the thickest clouds. — T. Ga taker. 

O Lord, I do most cheerfully commit all unto Thee. 
FjJnklon. 

In the Lord put I my trust. — Ps. xi. 1. 
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MARCH 26. 

Deliver us from evil. — Luke xi. 4. 

From evil, first and most of all ; from sin, with the 
mournful train of griefs and pains which follow after 
it as its natural attendants. But in this petition we 
pray also to be delivered from every form of evil. . . . 
From this vast accumulation and variety of evils we 
pray God to deliver us, and rest in the certain assur- 
ance and conviction that He will hear and answer our 
prayer. — Morison. 

Be Thou my soul's preserver, 

God ! for Thou dost know 
How many are the perils 

Through which I have to go. 
Lover of men ! oh hear my call, 
And guard and save me from them all I 

Anatoliub. 

And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work, 
and will preserve me unto His heavenly kingdom 
2 Tim. iv. 18. 

The Lord is faithful, who shall establish yon, And 
keep you from evil. — 2 Thess. iii. 3. 



MARCH 27. 

And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a 
conscience void of offence towards God, and towards 
men. — Acts xxiv. 16. 

A good conscience will make one's bed in sickness, 
and cause him to lie the softer; will stand by him 
when he groans, and do him comfort; will whisper to 
him when departing, and say, " Thy warfare is accom- 
plished;" will man the soul to heaven, and make it 
able to look God in the face without any terror.— 
J. Dekison. 

I want a principle within 

Of jealous, godly fear; 
A sensibility to sin, 

A pain to find it near. 

Quick as the apple of an eye, 

God! my conscience make; 

Awake my soul, when sin is nigh, 

And keep it still awake. 

0. Wbslkt. 

An active performance of our duties is the mother 
of a pure conscience. — Feuchterslkbkn. 

Now the end of the commandment is charity out of 
a pure heart, and of a good conscience —1 Tim. i 5. 
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MARCH 28. 

I give myself unto prayer. — Ps. cix. 4. 

"What is prayer? To connect every thought with 
the thought of God ; to look on every thing as Hit 
work and appointment; to submit every thought, 
wish, and resolve to Him ; to feel His presence so that 
it shall restrain us even in our wildest joy, — that is 
prayer.'* 

To Him who unceasing love displays, 

Whom the powers of Nature unceasingly praise, — 

To Him thy heart and thy hours be given ; 

For a life of prayer is the life of heaven. 

H. Ware, Jr. 

While this habit of intercourse with God is main- 
tained, while we thus bring all parts of our life before 
Him in thankfulness, penitence, or supplication, we 
fulfil the command to pray without ceasing. ... To 
pray without ceasing is to work for man in constant 
reliance on God; to work for Christ, and in every 
moment of need to look to God for strength wherewith 
to work. — J. F. Clarke. 

Pray without ceasing. — 1 Thess. ▼. 17. 
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MARCH 29. 

Let thy heart keep my commandments: for length 
of days, and long life, and peace shall they add to 
thee. — Prov. iii. 1, 2. 

We live in deeds, not years. 

P. J. Batlet. 

44 He liveth long who liveth well; 
All else is life but flung away; 
He liveth longest who can tell 
Of true work truly done each day. 

Then fill each hour with what will last; 

Buy up the moments as they go; 
The life above, when this is past, 

Is the ripe fruit of life below." 

Whatever one day is permitted to do with a man 
will probably continue to be done: if for good, going 
np to better; if for bad, going down to worse. What 
it is sowing shall be reaped, whether for a divine har- 
vest-home or for the hurricane. — N. L. Frothino- 

HAM. 

So teach ns to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom. — Ps. xc. 12. 
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MARCH 30. 

Bat without faith it is impossible to please Him: 
for he tnat cometh to God mast believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek. Him. — Heb. xi. 6. 

Give me to see Thee, and to feel 

The mental vision clear; 
The things unseen reveal, reveal ! 

And let me know them near. 

Impart the faith that soars on high, 

Beyond this earthly strife, 

That holds sweet converse with the sky, 

And lives eternal life. 

Janb Taylor. 

Faith, — it is what you need; and if you have it 
wholly, it is all yoa need. It is mighty. — £. B. 

" Faith is a mother virtue from which all others 
spring/' 

Faith is the foundation and root of all graces: it if 
the life of them all. — T. Adams. 

Lord, increase our faith. — Lukb xvii. ft. 
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MARCH 31. 



And ye will not come to me, that ye might have 
life. — John v. 40. 

u Beloved Master, may we ever listen to thy voice 
when it calls ns ! and may we ever hear it calling us, 
with thy accents of encouragement to the penitent, 
of sympathy and comfort to the mourner, and of 
blessed promise to thy faithful followers. 1 
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If I ask him to receive me, 

Will he say me Nay? 
Not till earth and not till heaven 

Pass away! 

Tending, following, keeping, struggling, 

Is he sure to bless ? 
Angels, martyrs, prophets, pilgrims, 

Answer Yes ! 

Stephen or 8t. Sabbas. 

film that cometh to me, I will in no wise cast out 
John vi 37. 
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APRIL I. 



Behold the man whose name is The BRANCH; and 
he shall build the temple of the Lord. — Zech. vL 12. 

Christ, the Branch, forms the inward temple in oar 
hearts. He lays its foundations, and builds its walla 
strong in righteousness. He brings in the ornaments 
of every lovely grace and harmonizing affection, and 
kindles upon its altar the everlasting fire. — R. Wat- 
aov. 

Fling wide the portals of your heart, 

Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for Heaven's employ, 

Adorned with prayer and love and joy; 

So shall your Sovereign enter in, 

And new and nobler life begin. 

Praise, my God 1 be Thine. 

Weiszbl. 

God that made the world, and all things therein, 
seeing that He is Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands. — Acts xvii 24. 
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APRIL 2. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
which are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, 
but after the Spirit — Rom. viii. 1. 

44 All hallowed be our walk this day, 
May meekness form our early ray, 
And faithful love our noontide light, 
And hope our sunset calm and bright; 
May grace each idle thought control, 
And sanctify our wayward soul; 
May guile depart and malice cease, 
And all within be joy and peace." 

Who has not seen this godly, goodly walk? . . • 
We have seen it slow in patience under suffering, and 
calm in resignation under sorrow; as also, in blight 
days of health and happiness, alert and springy with 
cheerful duty. It has a step modest and gliding in 
household affairs, graceful in gentle courtesies, nimble 
in kindly offices. It marches soberly with wise 
thoughts, and takes a stately bearing from virtuous 
principle. — L. G. W. 

This is the way, walk ye in it — IaA. xxx. 2L 
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APRIL 3. 

For our conversation is in heaven. — Phil. iii. 20. 

Forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto those things which are before. — 
Phil. iii. 13. 

Look not every man on his own things, but every 
man also on the things of others. — Phil. ii. 4. 

Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law 
of Christ. — Gal. vi. 2. 

This whole world, and nothing less, shall yet move 
on a few simple principles, such as Jesus Christ lived 
and died for: — 

To look up and not down ; 
To look forward and not back; 
To look out and not in ; 

And 
To lend a hand. 

These three abide, and shall eternal be: 

Faith, Hope, and Love; 

And one, the greatest of the eternal three, 

Is Love. 

Edward Everett Halb. 

And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity. — 1 Cob, xiii. 13. 
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APRIL 4. 

(Jeans saith,) Father, glorify Thy name. — John 
Kii.38. 

(And again he said,) Now is the Son of man glori- 
fied, and God is glorified in him. — John ziii. 31. 

" Jesus had been glorified by his willing obedience, 
and God had been glorified by the devoted submission 
of him whom he had chosen to be the Saviour of 
men. . . . The Son of man had shown forth his 
heavenly Father's glory by his whole life." 

44 Father, glorify Thy name ! " 
Vain and blind our wishes are: 

This can be no idle prayer, 

This can be no worthless claim, 

Father, glorify Thy name ! 

Bowbhco. 

And while we to Thy glory live, 
May we to Thee all glory give. 

Mrs. Cottkrill. 

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit. — John xv. 8. 



APRIL 5. 



Fear not, neither be faint-hearted. — Isa. vii. 4. 

Let your loins be girded about, and your lights 
burning: and ye yourselves like unto men that wait 
for their Lord. — Luke xii. 35, 36. 

" Faint thou not, though sad and weary, 
Though the road be rough and dreary; 
Girded for this mortal strife, 
Rouse thee to a nobler life, — 
Rouse, heart!" 

Hasten to conform yourselves to Christ, but hasten 
according to the laws of your nature. As the body 
cannot, by the concentration of its strength into one 
bound, scale the height of a mountain, neither can the 
mind free every obstacle, and achieve perfection by an 
agony of the will. Continuous, patient effort, guided 
by wise deliberation, is the true means of spiritua. 
progress. — Channing. 

That we may grow up into him in all things, which 
is the bead, even Christ. — Eph. iv. 15. 
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APRIL 6. 

Like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in 
newness of life. — Rom. vi. 4. 

"Our death unto sin and life unto holiness here 
below should be in strict conformity with that death 
and resurrection of our Saviour which is the pledge of 
our own." 

" By the resurrection of Christ, God has given us a 
pledge : first, of rising from sight to faith ; second, of 
getting out of bonds into freedom ; and, third, of awak- 
ing to life after sleeping in death.*' 

May we live ever true to the hopes he has given, 
While they shed o'er our path a still holier light; 

Ever making us nearer and nearer to heaven, 
More pure our affections, our spirits more bright. 

Gabkxll. 

Knowing that Christ, being raised from the dead, 
dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over 
him. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ oui 
Lord — Rom. vi. 9, 11. 
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APRIL 7. 

Grow in grace. — 2 Pet. ill. 18. 

The eagle's emblem is Sublimits, to fly higher, even 
to behold the son in his splendor; the sun's emblem is 
Celerius, swifter, as a giant refreshed to run- his course; 
the wheat in the gospel hath this emblem, Perfectius, 
riper, first the blade, then the ear, then the full corn. 
So ought every Christian to mount loftier with the 
eagle, to run swifter with the sun, to wax riper with 
the wheat, till they come to the height of perfection in 
Christ Jesus. — D. Price, 1609. 

Still as each moment wafts us higher 
By every gush of pure desire, 
And high breathed hopes of joys abo^e 
By every sacred sigh we heave, 
Whole years of folly we outlive, 
in His unerring sight who measures life by love. 

Kkblb. 

" Let ns but labor and pray and wait, and the inter- 
vals of human frailty shall grow shorter and less dark, 
the days of our delight in God longer and brighter, 
till at last life shall be nought but His love." 

Let ns go on unto perfection. — Heb. vi. 1. 
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APRIL 8. 

Thus saith the Lord to the men of Judah and Jeru- 
salem, Break up your fallow ground, and sow not 
among thorns. — Jer. iv. 3. 

Sorrows like showers descend, and, as the heart 
For them prepares, they good or ill impart: 
Some on the mind, as on the ocean rain, 
Fall, and disturb, but soon are lost again ; 
Some, as to fertile lands, a boon bestow, 
And seeds that else had perished live and grow; 
Some fall on barren soil, and thence proceed 
The idle blossom and the useless weed. 

Gkorge Crabbu. 

We are very slow to learn that the habitually pre- 
pared life alone can fill the heart with angels, to be 
ministers of strength in all its agonies. . . . All these 
secret aspirations, these movings of pure desire, reveal 
themselves in the great result, like the hidden springs 
which feed earth's gushing fountains. Especially is 
this true in the mo3t trying hours. — G. W. Bkiggs. 

A sower went out to sow his seed: and as he sowed 
some fell by the way -side ; and it was trodden down 
and the fowls of the air devoured it. And other fell on 
good ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hun- 
dred-fo'd. — Luke viii. 5, 8. 
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APRIL 9. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my 
word, and believeth on Him that sent me, hath ever- 
lasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; 
bat is passed from death unto life. — John v. 24. 

From death unto life ! Lo ! the device, the motto, 
the rallying word of Christians. . . . From death unto 
life ! Ah I what a calm prospect is here opened of the 
future ! what joyous hopes, what delightful colors are 
here thrown upon the whole path of life below ! . . . 
From death unto life I Ah! how is the thought of 
death, otherwise so fearful, stripped of its terror to 
those who hold fast to this hope, to those who are 
steadfast in their expectations of this delightful 
change. — J. F. Berlin. 

Through death to life I And through this vale of tears, 
And through this thistle-field of life, ascend 

To the great Supper in that world whose years 
Of bliss unfading, cloudless, know no end. 

ROSSO ARTBN. 

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is 
thy victory ? But thanks be to God, which giveth us 
the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ. — 1 Cob. 
xv. 65, 57. 
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APRIL 10. 

The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy. — 
James v. 11. 

More than our feeble hearts can ever pine 

For holiness, 
Our Father in His tenderness divine 

Yearneth to bless. 

He never sends a joy not meant in love, 

Still less a pain ; 
Onr gratitude His sunlight falls to prove; 

Our faith, the rain. 

P P. Cobbb. 

44 Stars shine brightest in the darkest night; grapes 
do not come to the proof till they come to the press; 
spices smell sweetest when pounded; camomile, the 
more you tread it, the more you spread it." 

We have had fathers pf our flesh which corrected 
us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much, 
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and 
live? For they verily for a few days chastened us 
after their own pleasure; but He for our profit, that 
we might be partakers of His holiness. — Heb, xii 
9, 10. 
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APRIL II. 

O come let us worship and bow down : let as 
before the Lord our Maker. — Ps. xcv. 6. 

" The morning light shall see my prayer, 
The noonday calm shall know my praise, 
And evening's still and fragrant air 
My grateful hymn to Thee shall raise. 

So shall sweet thoughts and hopes sublime 

My constant inspirations be; 
And every shifting scene of time 

Reflect, my God, a light from Thee.'* 

The real object of worship is to bring our spirits 
into harmony with the Eternal Goodness. It is to 
make our wills one with God's will. It is thus a re- 
freshment and an exaltation, by the strength of which 
we may go forward with cheerful hearts along the 
path to which God calls us, and by which we may 
become more and more the instruments of His perfect 
love. — C. C. Everett. 

God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him, must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth. — John iv. Si. 
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APRIL 12. 



Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my trans- 
gressions: according to Thy mercy, remember Thou 
me for Thy goodness* sake, O Lord. — Ps. zxv. 7. 

O do not use me 
After my sins ! look not on my desert, 

But on Thy glorie ! Then thou wilt reform, 
And not refuse me ; for Thou only art 
The mightie God, but I a sillie worm ; 
Oh do not bruise me ! 

George Herbert. 

Our words may be the most lowly and self-abasing 
which language can furnish, and our heads may 
become fountains of tears, and it will all be nothing 
if our hearts are not purified and our lives made better. 
Greenwood. 

O remember not against us former iniquities : help 
us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of Thy name : 
and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for Thy 
name's sake- — Ph. lzxix. 8, 9. 
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APRIL 13. 

my God, my soul is cast down within me : there- 
fore will I remember Thee. — Pa. xlii. 6. 

My meditation of Him shall be sweet. — Ps. civ. 34. 

Sweet thought of God, now do thy work, 

As thou hast done before. 
Wake up, and tears will wake with thee. 

And the dull mood be o'er. 

The very thinking of the thought, 

Without a praise or prayer, 
Gives light to know, and life to do, 

And marvellous strength to bear. 

Fabkr. 

1 have a power in my soul which enables me to per- 
ceive God: I am as certain as that I live that nothing 
is so near to me as God. . . . Man is more or leas 
blessed in the same measure as he is aware of the 
presence of God. It is not because God is in him, and 
so close to him, and he hath God, that he is blest, but 
because he perceives God's presence, and knows and 
loves Him. — Tauler. 

Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sus- 
tain thee: He shall never suffer the righteous to be 
moved. — Ps. lv. 22. 
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APRIL 14. 

Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
m the morning. — Pa. xxx. 5. 

Soon and for ever 
The breaking of day 
Shall drive all the night-clouds 
Of sorrow away. 

Soon and for ever 
We'll see as we're seen, 
And learn the deep meaning 
Of things that have been. 

J. 8. Monbbll. 

To the Christian, whose life has been dark with 
brooding cares that would not lift themselves, and on 
whom chilling rains of sorrow have fallen at intervals 
through all his years, death is but the clearing-up 
shower; and just behind it are the songs of angels, 
and the serenity and glory of heaven. — Beechjsb. 

And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon 
their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and 
sorrow and sighing shall flee away. — Isa. xxxv. 10. 
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APRIL 15. 

Take therefore no thought for the morrow. — Matt 
vi. 34. 

No longer forward nor behind 

I look in hope or fear; 
But, grateful, take the good I find, 

The best of now and here. 

All as God wills, who wisely heeds 

To give or to withhold, 
And knoweth more of all my needs 

Than all my prayers have told. 

Whittibr. 

God's love watcheth over all, provideth for all, 
maketh wise adaptations for all: for age, for infancy, 
for maturity, for childhood, for want, for weakness, 
for joy, and for sorrow. All is good, all is well, all is 
right, and shall be for ever. — Dewey. 

Unto me (saith God) all things are to be committed; 
but do thou keep thyself gently at peace. — Thomas 
a Kempis. 

Your Father knoweth what things ye have need of 
before ye ask Him. — Ma-tt. vi. 8. 
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APRIL 16. 

For we walk by faith, not by sight. — 2 Cob. t. 7* 

Tes: walk by faith, and not by sight, 

Fast clinging to My Hand ; 
Content to feel My. love and might, 

Nor yet to understand. 

A little while thy coarse pursue, 

Till grace to glory grow; 
Then what I am and what I do, 

Hereafter thou shalt know. 

Miss Havergal. 

There is always power where there is faith and 
action. Faith in a higher than mortal power is 
noeded and is mighty. There is no power but that 
of omnipresence, there is no faith but that which 
Christ inspires, that is sufficient for all wants and all 
souls. This is. — £. B. Hall. 

\ccording to your faith, be it unto you. — Matt. 
ut. 29. 

Cast not away therefore your confidence, which 
hath great recompense of reward. — Heb. x. 35. 
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APRIL 17. 

Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thy heart 
be hasty to utter any thing before God: for God is in 
heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words 
be few. — Eccles. v. 2. 

Cold words freeze people, and hot words scorch 
them, and bitter words make them bitter, and wrath- 
ful words make them wrathful. Kind words make 
people good-natured. Though they do not cost much, 
yet they accomplish much.— Pascal. 

" Prune thou thy words, the thoughts control 
That o'er thee swell and throng, 
They will condense within thy soul, 

And change to purpose strong. 

• • • • • 

God blesses still the generous thought, 
And still the fitting word He speeds; 

And truth, at His requiring taught, 
He quickens into deeds." 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of 
my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my redeemer. — Pa. xix. 14. 
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APRIL 18. 



In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 
withhold not thy hand. — Ecclks. zi. 6. 

The field is the world. —Matt. ziii. 38. 

Sink thy corn within the furrow 

Of labor faithful, patience thorough, 

And trust it to great Nature's drops and rays, 

For thou shalt find it after many days. 

. . • . • • 

Not the aid which thou bestowest, 

Not the very seed thou sowest, 

Not just the prize thy doting heart portrays, — 

Thou wilt not find these after many days. 

N. L. Froth inqham. 

These processes of Nature when thou sowest grain 
are only shadows and shells of the processes of God 
when thou sowest good. • . . All that we see is pat- 
tern of what shall be in the mount. — R. Collter. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy. — 
Hosba X. 12. 



109 



APRIL 19. 

O Lord, how great are Thy works! and Thy 
thoughts are very deep. — Ps. xcii. 5. 

Thou who hast given me eyes to see 

And love this sight so fair, 
Give me a heart to find out Thee, 

And read Thee everywhere. 

Ebblb. 

That Being who has given existence to every leaf 
in the spreading forests, and to every insect that lights 
upon them, and to every bird that sings among the 
branches, and to every beast and creeping thing 
beneath, . . . that Being who has made mighty suns 
and stars more numerous than the forest leaves, and 
has filled them all with light and life, — what soul does 
not sink into awe and wonder and delight at the 
thought of such a Being? He in whom all light, life, 
beauty, blessing, goodness, and loveliness are summed 
up in infinite fulness, and from whom they all 
flow. — Dewey. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me ; it is high, 
[ cannot attain unto it. — Ps. cxxxix. 6. 
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APRIL 20. 

For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor lift, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor thing! 
present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate ua 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus, out 
Lord. — Rom. viii. 88, 89. 

This, oh ! this is an inheritance, and a refuge, and 
a rest for the mind, from which the convulsions of 
worlds cannot shake it — Dewey. 

What though we fall, and bruised and wounded lie 

Our lips in dust: 
God's arm shall lift us up to victory, 

In Him we trust* 

For neither life nor death, nor things below 

Nor things above, 
bnaii ever sever us, that we snouid go 

From His great love. 

V. P. GOBBB. 

Not that we loved God, but that He loved us. — ] 
Joes iv. 10. 
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APRIL 21. 

To him that soweth righteousness shall be a sura 
reward. — Pro v. xi. 18. 

Let faith plant, and benevolence water, and God 
shall give the increase. — Fbothingham. 



44 Sowing must precede reaping; seed-time is 
tial for harvest-time. But the toil of the sower if 
sure to be followed by the joy of the reaper.'* 

Do thy best always, do it now; 

For in the present time, 
As in the furrows of a plough, 

Fall seeds of good or crime. 

And soon the harvest of thy toil 

Rejoicing thou shalt reap, 
Or o'er thy wild, neglected soil, 

Go forth in shame to weep. 

Jokes Very. 

Be not deceived: God is not mocked: for whatso- 
ever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he 
that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption: but he that soweth to the Spirit, shall of 
the Spirit reap life everlasting. — Gal. vi. 7, 8. 
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APRIL 22. 



Lead me in Thy truth, and teach me. — Pa. xxr. h 

Father of Light and Life ! Thou Good Supreme ! 

Oh teach me what is good, teach me Thyself ! 

Save me from Folly, Vanity, and Vice, 

From every low pursuit, and feed my soul 

With Knowledge, conscious Peace, and Virtue pure; 

Sacred, substantial, never-fading bliss ! 

Thomson. 

Christ taught distinctly that a certain state of the 
mind and of the will is necessary to a right reception 
of truth. If men had no will to do God's will, if they 
did not become teachable like little children, if they 
did not listen with lowly and contrite minds, con- 
scious of their ignorance and spiritual wants, they 
would not be able to appreciate truth, they would be 
sue to fall into error. — Furness. 

The meek will He guide in judgment: and the 
meek will He teach His way. — Ps. xxv. 9. 
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APRIL 23. 

The Lord is good unto them that wait for Him, to 
the soul that seeketh Him. — Lam. Hi. 25. 

When a husbandman hath thrown his seed into the 
ground, he doth not look to see it the same day again, 
much less to reap it the same day, but is content to 
wait patiently until the year come about . . . Thus 
every child of God must learn to wait God's leisure. 
T. Gatakkr. 

Mine be the reverent, listening love, 

That waits all day on Thee, 
With the service of a watchful heart, 

Which no one else can see. 

The faith that, in a hidden way 

No other eye may know, 
Finds all its daily work prepared, 

And loves to have it so. 

A. L. Warivo. 

They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary ; and they shall walk, 
and not faint — Isa. xl. 81. 
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APRIL 24. 

If thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there remem- 
berest that thy brother hath aught against thee, leave 
there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first 
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer 
thy gift. — Matt. v. 23, 24. 

It is actually impossible to "offer our gift at the 
altar,** whilst "our brother hath aught against us." 
Even one resentful feeling will rise up and stand, an 
angel of wrath, across our path ; nor can we ever pass 
by, till we have turned back in heart to perfect love 
and charity towards him who hath trespassed against 
us. ... If you have wronged your brother, let not 
unworthy shame restrain you, but go to him with tears 
of love, and say, I acted in blindness and passion : I 
am wiser now. I did wrong: now I mean to do right. 
F. P. Cobbb. 

" 0* er all may we victorious be, 
That stand between ourselves and Thee." 

Now again we seek to pray, and we do pray; at 
last the fire has kindled, and God says to us once 
more, "Ye shall speak, and I will answer.' ' — F. P. 
Cobbb. 

Before they call I will answer. — Isa. be v. 24. 
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APRIL 25. 

Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, 
to thy poor, and to thy needy in the lan<L— Drut. 
xv. 11. 

Thou shalt surely give him, and thy heart shall not 
be grieved when thou givest unto him : because that 
for this thing the Lord thy God shall bless thee in all 
thy works, and in all that thou puttest thy hand unto. 
Deut. zv. 10. 

Largely Thou givest, gracious Lord ! 
Largely Thy gifts should be restored: 
Freely Thou givest, and Thy worn 

Is "freely give." 
He only who forgets to hoard 

Has learn'd to live. 



Begin with a generous heart. Think how you can 
serve others. Then you shall find resources grow. — 
Froth nmHAM. 

" He that gives quickly gives twice: first to the 
expectation, then to the necessity of his wanting 
brother; and with such a giver God is well pleased." 

Freely ye have received, freely give.— Matt, x 8. 
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APRIL 26. 

For our light affliction, which is bat for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding ana eternal 
weight of glory. — 2 Cob. iv. 17. 

Affliction is a divine diet: which, though it be not 
pleasing, yet God hath often imposed it as good 
though bitter physic to those children whose souls 
are dearest to Him. — Walton. 

* 

The clouds which rise with thunder, slake 

Our thirsty soils with rain ; 
The blow most dreaded, falls to break 

From off our limbs a chain ; 
Our very sins and follies make 

The love of God more plain, 
As through the shadowy lens of even 

The eye looks farthest into heaven. 
Our gleams of stars and depths of blue 

The glaring sunshine never knew. 

Whittibb. 

If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with yon as 
with sons: for what son is he whom the Father chas- 
teneth not. — Heb. zii. 7. 
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APRIL 27. 

I am poor and sorrowful : let thy salvation, God, 
set me up on high. — Ps. hcix. 29. 

It is a poor, reverently devoted heart that carries 
away the comfort. Godliness is the humble dust of 
adoration that shall be lifted up by the hand of mercy. 
T. Adams. 

Let but thy heart, man ! become a valley low, 
And God will rain on it till it will overflow. 

Angklus Stlbsiu* 

Draw nigh to the Holy, 

Bend low at His throne; 
There penitent, lowly, 

Thy sinfulness own. 
There, there, if thou yearnest 

For pardon and rest, 
There fervent and earnest 

Prefer thy request. 

Thomas Maokzllbv. 

Thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth 
eternity, whose name is Holy: I dwell in the high and 
holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and 
humble spirit. — Isa. Ivii. 15. 
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APRIL 28. 

Be strong, all ye people of the land, saith the Ix>rd, 
and work : for I am with you, saith the Lord of Hosts. 
Haggai ii. 4. 

No man who is not as strong as he can he, and 
making himself stronger in a piety that is muscular 
and adventurous, is really righteous. ... By just so 
much as goodness lacks greatness or strong qualities, 
it comes short of being divinely good. — F. D. Hunt- 
ington. 

Think not of rest; though dreams be sweet, 
Start up and ply your heavenward feet: 
Is not God's oath upon your head 
Ne'er to sink back on slothful bed, 
Never again your loins untie, 
Nor let your torches waste and die, 
Till, when the shadows thickest fall, 
Te hear your Master's midnight call? 

Keblb. 

Be strong by choosing wisely what to do: be strong 
by doing well what you have chosen. — S. Osgood. 

Be thou strong therefore, and show thyself a man 
1 Kings ii. 2. 
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APRIL 29. 



And he said to them all, If any man will come 
after me, let him deny himself, and take up his croea 
daily, and follow me. — Luke ix. 23. 

And good it is to bear the cross, 
And so thy perfect peace to win; 

And nought is ill, or brings us loss, 
Nor works us harm, save only sin. 

W. H. Burleigh. 

If any man will be Christ's disciple, sincerely good 
and worthy to be named among the friends of virtue ; 
if he will have inward peace and the consciousness of 
progress towards heaven, he must deny himself, he 
must take the cross and follow Christ in the renuncia- 
tion of every gain and pleasure inconsistent with the 
will of God. . . . Our own souls bear witness to the 
teaching of Christ, that it is the '* narrow way " of 
self-denial which leadeth unto life. — Channing. 

And he that taketh not his cross, and followetb 
after me, is not worthy of me. — Matt. x. 38. 
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APRIL 30. 



Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh* 
Luiucvi. 21. 

Oh deem not they are blest alone 
Whose lives a peaceful tenor keep! 

The Power who pities man has shown 
A blessing for the eyes that weep. 

There is a day of sunny rest 
For every dark and troubled night; 

And grief may bide an evening guest, 
But joy shall come with early light. 

W. 0. Brtant. 

There is sorrow and trembling yet. But there is 
hope, the anchor of the soul. There is faith, the very 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.— Bernard Barton. 

The Lord hath sent me ... to comfort all that 
mourn ; ... to give unto them beauty for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the 
spirit of heaviness. — Isa. bci. 1, 2, 3. 
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MAY I. 

For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers appear upon the earth, the time of the 
singing of birds is come. — Cakt. ii. 11, 12. 

I see every bud opening. I see the ferns with their 
volute-like fronds, and even the rough maple has a 
tender blossom. Every thing is blooming and sing- 
ing. Oh, this happy watching for every single green 
leaf, for the opening of every bud ! — Aukrbach. 

Thrice-blessed Spring! thou bearest gifts divine. 
Sunshine and song and fragrance, all are thine. 

Nor unto earth alone : 
Thou hast a blessing for the human heart, 
Balm for its wounds and healing for its smart; 

Telling of winter flown, 
And bringing hope upon thy rainbow wing, 
T^pe of eternal life, — thrice-blessed Spring. 

William H. Burleigh. 

Stand still, and consider the wondrous works ot 
God. Dost thou know when God disposed them, and 
caused the light of His cloud to shine? How thy 
garments are warm, when He quieteth the earth by 
the south wind? — Job zzzvii. 14, 15, 17. 
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MAY 2. 

By this shall all men know that ye are my disciple*, 
if ye have love one to another. — John ziii. 35. 

This love of one another was to be the mark and 
seal of Christians: it was to distinguish them from 
other men, so that those who were not Christians, 
looking upon their lives, and seeing them free from 
the jealousies, the .quarrels, the violent and bad pas- 
sions of other men, might confess that God was in 
them of a truth, and that so heavenly a fruit could 
proceed from nothing else than the tree of life eternal. — 
Thomas Arnold. 

Blest be the tie that binds 

Our hearts in Christian love ! 
The fellowship of Christian minds 

Is like to that above. 

Before our Father's throne 

We pour our ardent prayers: 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims, are one, 

Our comforts and our cares. 

Fawobtt. 

Jesus prayed, " That they all may be jne; as Thou, 
Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they also may 
be one in us." — John zviL 21, 
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MAY 3. 

When my soul fainted within me I remembered the 
Lord: and my prayer came in unto Thee, into Thine 
holy temple. — Jonah ii. 7. 

And when the wearied hands grow weak, 

And wearied knees give way, 
To sinking faith, oh ! quickly speak, 

And make Thine arm my stay; 
That so my heart drink in new strength, 
And I speed on, nor feel the length 

Nor steepness of the way. 

Frahokb. 

If our better nature is not to shrink into weakness, 
we must take with us the thought which was the 
strength of Christ, "Yet I am not alone, for the 
Father is with me." The sentiment of Christ in these 
words, carried into the solitary portions of our exist* 
ence, is the true power by which to acquire perfec- 
tion. — Martinbau. 

For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, 
saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee.— Iba. 
xU. IS. - 
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MAY 4. 

Behold what manner of love the Father hath be* 
stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of 
God. — 1 John Hi. 1. 

Believe in God's love, and be wise, be patient, be 
comforted, be cheerful and happy. — Dewey. 

Oh, boundless treasure all unearned ! 

Oh, wages given for nought ! 
Bestowed e'er once our hearts have yearned, 

E'er once our hands have wrought. 

Thine own no heavenly burdens spare, 

Withhold no task divine, 
And let our eager love declare 

The unbought grace of Thine. 

T. H. Gill. 

Oh that we could keep for ever fresh such feelings as 
these ! It is not they which are false and exaggerated: 
it is our ordinary coldness, which is a mockery of the 
great reality of God's goodness and man's obliga- 
tions. — F. P. Cobbe. % 

Every day will I bless Thee; and I will praise Thy 
name for ever and ever. — Ps. czlv. 2. 
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MAY 5. 

And the angel answered and said onto the women. 
Fear not ye: he is not here; for he is risen. — Matt. 
xxviii. 5, 6. 

Immortal hope dispels the gloom: 
An angel sits beside the tomb. 

S. F. Adams. 

41 Fear not.*' A meet text for him that maketh a 
sermon at a sepulchre, for the rear of that place mak- 
eth us out of quiet all our life long. It lieth at our 
heart like a stone, and no way there is to make us 
willing to go thither, but by putting us out of fear, — 
by putting us in hope that the great stone shall be 
rolled away again from our sepulchre, and we from 
thence rise to a better life. — Bishop Andrews. 

Rise, heart: thy Lord is risen. Sing his praise 

Without delays, 
Who takes thee by the hand, thai thou likewise 

With him may'st rise. 

George Herbert. 

And this is the record that God hath given to us, 
eternal life : and this life is in His son. — 1 Johh v. 
11. 
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MAY 6. 

Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and 
doctrine. —2 Tim. iv. 2. 

Let them wisely beware how they reprove, and tor 
what causes, that they rebuke none with an irritable 
demeanor, or with harsh and angry words. . . . 
Wherefore, as you love God, shun this evil temper, 
and turn your eyes full upon yourselves and see if 
you cannot discover the same fault in yourselves. — • 
Taulbr, 

Earnest words must needs be spoken 
When the warm heart bleeds or burns 

With its scorn of wrong, or pity 
For the wronged, by turns. 

But by all thy nature's weakness, 

Hidden faults and follies known, 
Be thou, in rebuking evil, 

Conscious of thine own. 

Whittzbb. 

Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which 
ate spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meek- 
nets: considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.— 
Gal. vi. 1. 
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MAY 7. 

Help us, Lord our God; for we rest on Thee. — 
2 Chbon. adv. 11. 

Help me, my God and King, 

That I may closer cling 

To Thee; help me, I pray, 

To keep the "narrow way," 

That I may never stray 

From Thee. Be near me still, 

That by Thy presence e'en, 

Though all by me unseen, 

I needful strength may glean 

To do Thy will. 

M.L.B 

God is here, around us, moving about our daily lire, 
In us, stirring, speaking, acting in our hearts. What 
we want is the conviction of a loving Father, in whom 
we live and move and have our being. — S. A. 
Bbookb. 

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dis- 
mayed ; for I am thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, 
I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
hand of my righteousness. — Isa. xli. 10. 
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MAY 8. 

O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! in wisdom 
hast Thou made them all: the earth is full of Thy 
riches. So is this great and wide sea. — Pa. civ. 24, 
25. 

In every object here I see 

Something, Lord ! that leads to Thee. 

Firm as the rocks Thy promise stands; 

Thy mercies, countless as the sands; 

Thy love, a sea immensely wide; 

Thy grace, an ever-flowing tide. 

Mkwtom. 

There [in Galilee] every thing spoke to him of his 
Father's character. There all the world to him was 
sacramental. It should be so with us. Celestial mes- 
sages and grace should flow to us through every sight 
and sound which touches and exalts the heart — S. 
A. Bbookk. 

How precious also are Thy thoughts unto me, 
God 1 how great is the sum of them ! If I should count 
them, they are more in number than the sand: when 
1 awake, I am still with Thee. — Ps. cxxxix. 17, 18. 
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MAY 9. 



He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing pretioiu 
feed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bring- 
ing his sheaves with him. — Ps. cxxvi. 6. 

Weeping goes forth the sower on his way: 

Weeping, although he beareth precious seed; 
Weeping, because he knows his utter need; 

Weeping through many a dark and stormy day, 
He weeps for goodly grain cast quite away. 

Newman Hall. 

We weep because of seed that falls on stony ground, 
where the strong sun of temptation soon burns up the 
plants which have no deep roots. And we weep over 
many who are like the seed that falls where thorns 
spring up and choke it. But such weeping leads to 
praying, and praying brings fresh showers of Divine 
Grace. And with the showers hope revives, and the 
words of the promise are remembered. — Newman 
Hall. 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. — Pa. 
cxxvi. 5. 
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MAY 10. 

Behold, Thou desirest truth in the inward parte. — 
Ps. li. 6. 

Plainneas and clearness, without shadow of stain, 

Clearness diyine ! 

Matthew Arnold. 

It is only when one is thoroughly true that there 
can be purity and freedom. Falsehood always 
avenges itself. — Auerbach. 

Seek only to be true ; and you will hear Truth speak- 
ing from heaven, and from the earth, and in your own 
being. Every one that is of the truth heareth Ler 
divine voice. — Furness. 

Dare to be true, nothing can need a lie: 
A fault which needs it most grows two thereby. 

Georgb Herbert. 

Be true thyself, and all things shall be true about 
thee. — 3. Judd. 

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children 
walk in truth. — 3 John 4. 
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MAY 11. 

The will of the Lord be done. — Acts zzL XL 

Lord my God, do Thou Thy holy will: 

I will lie still; 
I will not stir, lest I forsake Thine arm, 

And break the charm 

Which lulls me, clinging to my Father's breast 

In perfect rest 

Kbblb. 

Believe me now when I tell yon the very bottom of 
my heart. In all the difficulties and crosses of my 
life, this is my consideration : since it is God's will I 
do not only obey, but assent to it; nor do I comply 
out of necessity, but from choice. — Seneca. 

We should be willing, patiently and quietly, to sub- 
mit ourselves to God's dealings with us in all condi- 
tions, and take heed of murmuring; for He intendeth 
nothing but our good, even the salvation of our souls, 
which is the chiefest good of all. — Thomas dk Tbu- 

GILLO. 

Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven.— 
Matt. vi. 10. 
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MAY 12. 

Knowing that whatsoever good thing any man 
doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord. — Eph 
vi. 8. 

" We shape ourselves the joy or fear 
Of which the coming life is made, 
And fill our future's atmosphere 
With sunshine or with shade* 

The tissue of the life to be 
We weave with colors all our own; 

And in the field of Destiny 
We reap as we have sown." 

The seed sown in the ground contains in itself the 
future harvest. The harvest is but the development 
of the germ of life in the seed. A holy act strengthens 
the inward holiness. It is a seed* of life growing into 
more life. — Robertson. 

They that plow iniquity, and sow wickedness, reap 
the same. — Job iv. 8. 

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy. 
Hoska x. 12. 
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MAY 13. 

Sing onto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing 
praises unto the Lord. — Ps. lxviii. 32. 

Let all the world in every corner sing, 

My God and King. 
The heavens are not too high, 
His praise may thither fly; 
The earth is not too low, 
His praises there may grow. 
Let all the world in every corner sing, 

My God and King. 

Gkorgb Hxbbbrt. 

" Sing in the house. Teach your children to sing, 
lift the voice of praise against cares. Praise God by 
singing: that will lift you above trials of every sort. 
. . . They sing in heaven; and among God's people 
upon earth song is tile appropriate language of Chris- 
tian feeling." 

Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places 
of Jerusalem. — Isa. Hi. 9. 

Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: sing 
forth the honor of His name : make His praise glorious- 
Ps. bcvi. 1, 2. 
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MAY 14. 



Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and 
not one of them is forgotten before God ? But even 
the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Te are 
of more value than many sparrows. — Luke xii. 6, 7 

See, Christ makes the birds our masters and 
teachers ! So that a feeble sparrow, to our great and 
perpetual shame, stands in the gospel as a doctor and 
preacher to the wisest of men. — Martin Luther. 

Hark to Nature's lesson, given 

By the blessed birds of heaven ! 

Every bush and tufted tree 

Warbles trust and piety : 

Mortals, banish doubt and sorrow, 

God provideth for the morrow. 

Heber 

Behold the fowls of the air : for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than 
they? — Matt. vi. 28. 
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MAY 15. 

Gome unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. — Matt. xi. 28. 

Though rest be lost by over-anxiety, it is not found 
in idleness or lack of purpose : it comes most surely 
where life is most wisely spent; where we do most 
faithfully the duty God calls us to, and yet stop to 
appreciate and to possess the many healthful enjoy- 
ments God has provided for us bv the way. — S. R. 

P-.-T. 

Rest is not quitting 

The busy career: 
Rest is the fitting 

Of self to one's sphere. 

*Tis loving and serving 

The highest and best: 
'Tis onward, unswerving; 

And this is true rest 

GOBTHV. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me : (or I am 
meek and lowly in heart, and ye nhall find rest unto 
your souls. — Matt. xi. 29. 
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MAY 16. 

O Lord, Thou art my God: I will exalt Thee, I will 
praise Thy name; for Thou hast done wonderful 
things. For Thou hast been a strength to the poor, a 
strength to the needy in his distress, a refuge from the 
storm, a shadow from the heat, when the blast of the 
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall. — Isa. 
xxv. 1, 4. 

My God, how wondrously dost Thou 
Unfold Thyself to us e'en nowl 
Oh grave it deeply on my heart, 
What I am, Lord, and what Thou art! 

Nkandkb. 

The true God is ascertained not speculatively, but 
morally. He la God the Creator, God the Father, God 
the Judge. — Greenwood. 

A humble knowledge of thyself is a surer way to 
God than a deep search after- learning. — Thomas a. 
Ksmpis. 

Did not thy father eat and drink, and do judgment 
and justice, and then it was well with him? He 
judged the cause of the poor and needy: then it 
was well with him: was not this to know me? saith 
the Lord. — Jer. xxii. 15, 16. 
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MAY 17. 

The Lord is righteous in all His ways, and holy iu 
all His works. — Ps. cxlv. 17. 

Oh! that cheerful, childlike trust which believes 
that all is right with the world because God is in 
heaven; which believes that, whatever storms shake 
earth or heaven, the everlasting pillars are not shaken, 
— is it not sublime ? — N. A. Staples. 

All is of God that is, and is to be, 
And God is good. Let this suffice us still, 
Resting in childlike trust upon His will, 
Who moves to His great ends unthwarted by the ilL 

Whittibb. 

There is no way to the peace of God but by absolute 
self-abandonment to His will that whispers within us, 
without reservation of happiness or self. — Martin- 
eau. 

As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the 
Lord is tried : He is a buckler to all them that trust 
in Him. — 2 Sam. xxii. 31. 
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MAY 18. 

And Moses went up from the plains of Moab, onto 
the mountain of Nebo. So Moses the servant of the 
Lord died there. — Dbut. xxxiv. 1, 5. 

Down hill the path of age ? Oh, no ' 
Up, up, with patient steps I go; 
I watch the skies fast brightening there, 
I breathe a sweeter, purer air. 

Beat on my heart, and grow not old! 
And when thy pulses all are told, 
Let me, though working, loving still, 
Kneel as I meet my Father's will. 

Mrs. L, J. Hall. 

The oak-tree was once an acorn under the ground; 
then a little plant in the turf; now it stands aloft, a 
full grown oak. So a good old age grows up to the 
height of thoughts not of this world. It is always 
shedding ripe fruits, and every beholder is the better 
even for looking at it — Mountford (condensed). 

They shall atill bring forth fruit in old age. — Pa. 
xdi. 14. 
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MAY 19. 

Save me, God; for the waters are come in onto 
my soul. I sink in deep mire, where there is no 
Btanding: I am come into deep waters, where the 
floods overflow me. I am weary of my crying: my 
throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my 
God.— Ps. bcix. 1,2,3. 

I will not let Thee go, Thou help in time of need; 

Heap ill on ill, 

I trust Thee still, 
E'en when it seems as Thou would'st slay indeed. 

Do as Thou wilt with me, 

I yet will cling to Thee. 

Hide Thou Thy face, yet Help in time of need: 

I will not let Thee go. 

Dkzslbr. 

There are times when the waters rise far above theii 
ordinary level, and the landmarks are all swept away 
and the fierce passions are roused; and suffering oi 
sin, life or death, swift time or opening eternity, in- 
gulf us in a deluge. — £. B. Hall. 

I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, say- 
ing unto thee, Fear not: I will help thee. — I&a. xlL 
13. 
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MAY 20. 



I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. — John x. 10. 

"'Tis life, whereof oar nerves are scant, 
Oh! life, not death, for which we pant; 
More life, and fuller, that I want." 

The idea of a perfect life is the idea of a life devel- 
oping every faculty of the mind, every power of the 
body, every holy affection of the heart of man. — F. 
P. Cobbe. 

The true child of God is constantly gaining "life 
more abundantly." If he gets any of the divine life, 
he may gain more. This is the test of the true life. 
An essential feature of it is advance from faith to 
faith, from hope to hope; yes, from glory to glory.— 

£• E. H.ALB. 

But we all, with open face, beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 
image, from glory to glory, even as by the Lord, the 
spirit. —2 Cob, iii. 18 (Noyes's Translation). 
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MAY 21. 



Make me to know my transgression and my sin. — 
Job xiii. 23. 

Plunge down into the darkest corners; not only 
among sins of the tongue and the hand, of society and 
business, of the house and the street, of the market 
and the church, but among sins of forbidden desires, 
of subtle indulgence of the temper and the imagina- 
tion, —sins that ally themselves, if they can, with 
noble impulses and warm affections, with the intellect 
and with honor. — F. D. Huntington. 

Search thine own heart: what paineth thee 
In others, in thyself may be; 
All dust is frail, all flesh is weak; 
Be thou the true man thou dost seek. 

Whtttier. 

No longer talk about the kind of man that a good 
man ought to be, but be such. — Marcus Antoninus. 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the T.ord. — Lam. iii. 40. 
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MAY 22 

A3 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing. — 2 Cor. vi. 1(X 

There is a sublime trust implied in calm and con- 
quering cheerfulness. The soul seems to have such 
an understanding with the universe, such a childlike 
confidence that its Father will do all things well. — 
N. A. Staples. 

We cannot, then, excuse the gloomy and sad-faced 
Christian. If he be one of Christ's followers, the spirit 
of Jesus, of love and trust toward God, will make all 
life cheerful, and move his heart to perpetual songs of 
praise and thanksgiving. — Thomas Hill. 

" Gather the sunlight 
Aglow on Thy way, 
Gather the moonbeams, 
Each soft silver ray.*' 

The fear of the Lord maketh a merry heart, and giv- 
eth joy and gladness and a long life. — Ecclus. i. 12. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. — Ps. c. 2. 
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MAY 23. 
O Lord, remember me, and visit me. — Jer. xt. 15. 

Wilt Thou not visit me ? 
The plant beside me feels Thy gentle dew: 

Each blade of grass I see 
From Thy deep earth its quickening moisture drew. 

Gome ! for I need Thy love 
More than the flower the dew, or grass the rain; 

Come, like Thy holy dove, 
And let me in Thy sight rejoice to live again. 

Jones Very. 

The thirsty soul, long parched with drought ft* 
want of comfort, though late, yet at last shall be plen- 
tifully refreshed with the dew of consolation. — 
Thomas Fuller. 

God's Spirit falls on me as dewdrops on a rose, 
If I but like a rose to Him my heart unclose. 

Angelus SiLssnm 

He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and 
former rain unto the earth. — Hosea vi. 3. 

I will be as the dew unto Israel. — Hosea xhr. 6. 
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MAY 24. 



Know ye not that 70 are the temple of God, and 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you V — 1 Cor. iii. 
16. 

Worship God by reverencing the human soul as His 
chosen sanctuary. Revere it in yourselves, revere it 
in others, and labor to carry it forward to perfec- 
tion. ... He who rears up one child in Christian 
virtue, or recovers one fellow-creature to God, builds 
a temple more precious than Solomon's or St. Peter's, 
more enduring than earth or heaven. — Channing 

** God is in His holy temple, 
In the pure and holy mind ; 
In the reverent heart and simple: 
In the soul from sense refined. 

Then let every low emotion 

Banished far and silent be ! 
And our souls in pure devotion, 

Lord, be temples worthy Thee." 

If any man defile the temple of God, Lira shall God 
destroy: for the temple of God is holy, which temple 
ye are. — 1 Cob. iii. 17. 
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MAY 25. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, and keep Hii 
charge, and His statutes, and His judgments, and His 
commandments, always. — Dettt. xi. 1. 

Father! not our fear alone, 

More our love dost Thou require; 
Loving subjects round Thy throne 

Lift by love Thy glory higher. 
Who Thee loves not, my God 1 

In Thy heaven shall never shine; 
He 'neath rebel feet hath trod 

Heaven's own law of love divine. 

Alexandre Viwbt. 

To love God is to bind ourselves to a Being who la 
fitted, as no other being is, to penetrate and move our 
whole hearts; in loving whom, we exalt ourselves; in 
loving whom, we love the great, the good, the beauti- 
ful, and the infinite; and under whose influence the 
soul unfolds itself, as a perennial plant under the cher- 
ishing sun. — Chaknlng. 

But take diligent heed ... to love the Lord your 
God, and to walk in all His ways, and to keep His 
commandments, and to cleave unto Him, and to serve 
Him with all your heart, and with all your souL — 
Joshua xxii. 5. 
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MAY 26. 



Lord, be merciful imto me : heal my soul ; for I hare 
tinned against Thee. — Pa. xli. 4. 

My God, I'm wounded by my sin, 
And sore without and sick within; 
I come to Thee in hope to find 
Salve for my body and my mind. 

In Gilead though no balm be found 
To ease this smart or cure this wound, 
Yet, Lord, I hope there is with Thee 
All saving health and help for me. 

Hbrrick. 

If my badness seem bigger than my goodness but 
one hair's breadth, but one moment, that is room and 
time enough for me to run to eternal despair.— 
Thomas Fuller. 

Bend your heart, and not your garments, and turn 
unto the Lor4 your God : for He is gracious and mer- 
ciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness. — Joel u. 
13. 
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MAY 27. 

Blessed are ye that sow beside all waters. — Isa. 
xxxii. 20. 

Sow in the morn thy seed, 

At eve hold not thy hand; 
To doubt and fear give thou no heed, 

Broadcast it o'er the land. 
Beside all waters sow, 

The highway furrows stock; 
Drop it where thorns and thistles grow, 

Drop it upon the rock. 

Montgomery. 

Shut up your bread corn in a granary, and, though 
it may not rot, it cannot grow. But strew it abroad 
over the furrows of the ground, and it will swell into a 
Harvest. — N. L. Frothlngham. 

Thou knowest not which seed shall grow, 

Or which may die or live ; 

In faith and hope and patience sow: 

The increase God shall give. 

Bartov. 

For the seed shall be prosperous; the vine shall give 
her fruit, and the ground shall give her increase, and 
the heavens shall give their dew. — Zech. viii. 12. 
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MAY 28. 



The Apostle Paul says, " By the grace of God I am 
what I am : and His grace which was bestowed upon 
me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly 
than they all : yet not I, but the grace of God which 
was with me." — 1 Cob. xv. 10. 

Nought I ask for, nought I strive for, 
But Thy grace so rich and free, 

That Thou givest whom Thou lovest, 
And who truly cleave to Thee : 

Let me find Thee, let me find Thee ! 

He hath all things who hath Thee. 

Neander. 

Let me truly feel that in myself I am nothing; and 
at once, through every inlet of my soul, God comes in 
and is every thing to me. . . . And as soon as I feel 
this, the almightiness of God pours through my spirit 
like a stream, and I can do all things through Him that 
Btrengtheneth me. — Mountford. 

My grace is sufficient for thee : for My strength u 
made perfect in weakness. — 2 Cob. xii. 9. 
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MAY 29. 

Wherefore, laying aside all malice, and all guile, 
and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings. — 
1 Pet. ii. 1. 

Let envy and ill-will 
Be banished far away: 
Those should in holy friendship dwell, 
Who the same Lord obey. 

Bed dom a. 

** So with mild influence from above 
Shall promised grace descend, 
Till universal peace and love 
O'er all the earth extend/' 

St. Augustine could not endure any at his table 
that should show any malice against others, in back- 
bitings or detracting^ and had therefore two verses 
written on his table, to be, as it were, monitors to 
such as eat thereat, that in such cases the table was 
not for them. . . . How much less will the Lord 
endure any at His table that come thither with malice 
and hatred against their brethren. — Jer. Dyke. 

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, 
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all 
malice. — Eph. iv. 31. 
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MAY 30. 

Show me Thy ways, Lord ; teach me Thy paths. — 
Ps.xxv. 4. 

Thy way, not mine, Lord I 

However dark it be: 
Lead me by Thine own hand, 

Choose out the path for me. 

Not mine, not mine the choice 
In things or great or small: 

Be Thoa my guide, my strength, 
My wisdom, and my all. 

Bonar. 

Let God do with me what He will, any thing Ha 
will; and, whatever it be, it will be either heaven 
itself, or some beginning of it. — Mountfobd. 

David said, " He leadeth me beside the still waters." 
He saw the shepherd going before the sheep, and by 
his straightness of walk keeping them from wandering ; 
and he made the picture spiritual. — S. A. Brooke. 

If thou draw out thy soul to the hungry, and sat- 
isfy the afflicted soul, . . . the Lord shall guide thee 
continually, and satisfy thy soul. — Is a. lviii. 10, 11. 
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MAY 31. 



The Lord is good to all: and His tender mercies are 
over all His works. — Ps. cxlv. 9. 

Tender mercies ! on my way 

Falling softly like the dew, 
Sent me freshly every day, 

I will bless the Lord for you. 

Though I have not all I would, 
Though to greater bliss I go, 

Every present gift of good 
To Eternal Love I owe. 

Anna L. Waring. 

If we possess health, God of His love bestows it; if 
sickness, He ordains that it should be so. We have 
nothing to fear. His love will never forsake us, but 
will continue to direct us to one goal, even to Himself. 
Layater. 

I will sing of the mercies of the Lord for ever: with 
my mouth will I make known Thy faithfulness to all 
generations. — Ps. lxxxix. 1. 
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JUNE I. 

Now learn a parable of the fig-tree: when hia 
branch is yet tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye 
know that summer is nigh. — Matt. xxiv. 32. 

a The summer adds new and inexhaustible sources 
of instruction. Every leaf teems with life; the air 
is filled with the sounds of animated and joyous ex- 
istence ; the earth abounds with proofs of divine be- 
neficence, wisdom, and power." 

"*Tis Summer, glorious Summer! 

Look to the glad green earth, 
How from her grateful bosom 

The herb and flower spring forth. 
These are her rich thanksgivings, 

Their incense floats above. 
Father, what may we offer? 

Thy chosen flower is love." 

As the earth bringeth forth her bud, and as the 
garden causeth the things that are sown in it to spring 
forth, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and 
praise to spring forth before all the nations. — Isa. lxi 
11. 
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JUPF 2. 

Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your 
lift, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor 
yet for your body, what ye shall put on. — Matt. vi. 
96. 

" Cast, foolish sense, 

Thy cares all hence, 
That sunk in hopeless sorrow else would leave thee: 

Salvation see, 

Full, perfect, free! 
For with the Son thy God shall all things give thee." 

Trust in God, as Moses did, let the way be ever so 
dark; and it shall come to pass that your life at last 
shall surpass even your longing. Not, it may be, in 
the line of that longing: that shall be as it pleaseth 
God ; but the glory is as sure as the grace, and the 
most ancient heavens are not more sure than that. — 
Robert Collteb. 

He that spared not His own Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how shall He not with him also freely 
give us all things? — Rom. viii. 32. 
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JUNE 3. 
My voics shalt Thou hear in the morning, O Lord* 

pg. y. a 

Come, my soul, awake ! 'tis morning: 

Day is dawning 
O'er the earth. Arise and pray. 
Come ! To Him who made this splendor 

Thou must render 
All thy feeble powers can pay. 

Von Canitz. 

When we look on creation, what a happy and 
touching change do we witness! A few hours past 
the earth was wrapt in gloom and silence; but now a 
new flood of light has broken forth, and creation rises 
before us in fresher and brighter hues, and seems to 
rejoice as if it had just received birth from its Author. 
. . This is the time when we can best feel and bless 
the Tower which said, "Let there be light;" which 
" set a tabernacle for the sun in the heavens," and 
made him the dispenser of fruitfulness and enjoyment 
through all regions. — Chaining. 

To Thee do I cry, Lord! 
In the morning doth my cry come before Thee. 

Ps. IxxxriU. 18. 
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JUNE 4. 

1 renumber Thee upon my bed, and meditate on 
Thee in the night-watches. — Ps. Ixiii. 6. 

My God, permit me not to be 
A stranger to myself and Thee; 
Amidst a thousand thoughts I rove, 
Forgetful of my highest love. 

Be earth with all her strife withdrawn. 

Let noise and vanity be gone; 

In secret silence of the mind, 

My heaven and there my God I find. 

Watts. 

Silence is in truth the attribute of God ; and those 
who seek Him from that side invariably learn that 
meditation is not the dream, but the reality of life ; 
not its illusion, but its truth; not its weakness, but 
its strength. — Martineau. 

" Devout meditation is to the soul what dew and 
sunshine are to the earth. In such meditative hours 
we are in the presence of the Most High." 

I will meditate in Thy precepts, and have respect 
onto Thy ways. — Ps. cxix. 15. 
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JUNE 5. 

I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is 
ever before me. — Ps. li. 3. 

Lord, many times I am a-weary quite 

Of mine own self, my sin, my vanity; 
Tet be not Thou, or I am lost outright. 
Weary of me ! 

And hate against myself I often bear, 

And enter with myself in fierce debate; 

Take Thou my part against myself, nor share 

In that just hate. 

Trench. 

Have patience with all things, but chiefly hare 
patience with yourself. Do not lose courage by con- 
sidering your own imperfections, but instantly set 
about remedying them: every day begin the task 
anew. — Francis de Sales. 

Therefore now amend your ways and your doings, 
and obey the voice of the Lord your God. — Jer. 
xxvi. 13. 

But Thou art a God ready to pardon, gracious and 
merciful, slow to anger and of great kindness. — Neh. 
ix.17. 
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JUNE 6. 

They that use this world, as not abusing it. For 
the fashion of this world passeth away. — 1 Cor. vii. 
31. 

Did we bat use it as we ought, 

This world would school each wandering thought 

To its high state. 

Mansxqitb. 

This world is simply the threshold of our vast life, 
the first stepping-stone from nonentity into the bound- 
less expanse of possibility. ... It is the infant school 
of the soul ; and the universe as spread out before our 
mortal eyes, the physical universe, and the spiritual 
trials and mysteries of our discipline, is simply our 
primer, our grammar, our spelling-dictionary, to teach 
us something of the language we are to wield in our 
maturity. — T. Stark Klng. 

Shall not they teach thee, and tell thee, and utter 
words out of their heart? Can the rush grow up 
without mire? can the flag grow without water? 
Whilst it is yet in his greenness, and not cut down, it 
withereth before any other herb. So are the paths of 
all that forget God; and the hypocrite's hope shall 
perish. —Job viii. 10, 11, 12, 13. 
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JUNE 7. 



Who shall change our vile body, tnat it may be 
(hahioned like anto his glorious body. — Phil. iii. XL 

Change me, O God! my flesh shall be 
An instrument of song to Thee, 
And Thou the notes inspire; > 

My tongue shall keep the heavenly chime, 
My cheerful pulse shall beat the time, 
And sweet variety of sound shall in Thy praise con- 
spire. 

Watts. 

A quiet, patient heart that meekly serves his Lord, 
God's finger joys to touch: it is His harpsichord. 

ANGKLU8 SlLBSIUS. 

God is pleased with no music below, so much as the 
thanksgiving songs of relieved widows and supported 
orphans; of rejoicing, comforted, and thankful per- 
sons. — Jekemy Taylor. 

Speaking to yourselves in psalms, and hymns, and 
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord. — Eph. v. 19. 
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JUNE 8. 

O, sing unto the Lord a new song: 
Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. 

Ps. zofL 1. 

The Almighty deserves the praise of His creatures. 
The flower pays its worship in fragrant exhalation, 
and the lark when he carols at the gate of heaven, in 
praise of their glorious Maker. — Crafts. 

"Sing, let your song be new, 
Unto Him that never endeth ! 
Sing all earth, and all in you, — 

Sing to God and bless His name; 
Of the help, the health He sendeth, 
Day by day new ditties frame." 

Thus alone my lonely thoughts can soar; 

Thus seek Thy presence, Being wise and good ; 
And when the tongue is eloquent no more, 

The soul shall speak in tears of gratitude. 

DKBZHAVm. 

Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous: for praise in 
comely for the upright. Sing unto Him a new song 
Ps. xxxiii 1, 3. 
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JUNE 9. 



What, doth the Lord thy God require of thee but to 
fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all His ways, and 
to love Him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all 
thy heart and with all thy soul. — Deut. x. 12. 

Through all this life's eventful road 
Fain would I walk with Thee, my God; 
And make Thy presence light around, 
And every step on holy ground. 

Each blessing would I trace to Thee, 
In every grief Thy mercy see; 
And through the paths of duty move, 
Conscious of Thine encircling love. 

Gaskzll. 

** Whatever else we may possess, or whatever else we 
may lack, let us seek for God and His favor. With 
this possession, whatever else we may lack, we are 
rich: without it, whatever else we may have, we are 
poor indeed.*' 

For Thy loving-kindness is before mine eyes: and 
I have walked in Thy truth. — Fa. xxvi. 3. 
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JUNE 10. 

Who healeth all thy diseases. — Ps. ciii. S. 

Lord, mend, or rather make us ! one creation 

Will not suffice our turn; 
Except Thou make us daily, we shall spurn 

Our own salvation. 

CtUOBQB HERBERT. 

How weak is man in trouble, how weak in affliction, 
or when sickness bows the spirit, or when approaching 
death is unloosing all the bands of his self-reliance 1 
And whose spirit does not sometimes faint under its 
intrinsic weakness, under its native frailty? Religion 
then should bring supply and support and strength to 
the soul, and the Gospel -does bring supply and sup- 
port and strength. — Dewey. 

All that God owns He constantly is healing; 
Quietly, gently, softly, but most surely. 

Leopold Schkvbr. 

But M there must be some setting to work on our 
part, some sign of faith, some step of obedience. 
'Stretch forth thine hand/ said Jesus; and, when it 
was stretched forth, it was made whole like the other." 

Heal me, Lord, and I shall be healed. — Jxb. 
zvii. 14. 
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JUNE II. 



Go to the ant, thou sluggard, consider her ways and 
be wise. — Prov. vi. 6. 

44 See that little bee that goes laden with honey to 
his hive: does he not reproach yon? See that little 
ant carrying ite burden to its hiding-place: does not 
even it reproach you ? Go to work and do something; 
and be in harmony with creation about you." 

44 God is living, working still ; 
All things work and move : 
Work, would'st thou their beauty feel. 
And thy Maker's love." 

Labor is man's great function. He is nothing, he 
can be nothing, he can achieve nothing, fulfil nothing, 
without working. — Dewxt. 

Work for some good, be it ever so slowly ! 
Labor! all labor is noble and holy. 

Frawcb8 Osgood 

And work: for I am with yon, saith the Lord o( 
hoata. — Haooai ii. 4. 
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JUNE 12. 

Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your 
sine may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord. — Acts iii. 
19. 

The opportunity and ability to repent is one of the 
highest privileges that God has granted to man. . . 
What were we without the power of repentance ? . 
Were there no escape from evil after it once entered 
into the bosom, — ».«., were there no possibility' of 
repentance, — all the future to the frail children of 
earth would be a desert. — £. Peabody. 

Lord, have mercy when we pray 
Strength to seek a better way; 
When our wakening thoughts begin 
First to loathe their cherished sin; 
When our weary spirits fail, 
And our aching brows are pale; 
Then Thy strengthening grace afford: 
Then, oh then, have mercy, Lord! 

Milmav. 

Now 1 rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but 
that ye sorrowed to repentance: for godly sorrow 
worketh repentance to salvation — 2 Cor. vii. 9, 10. 
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JUNE 13. 

The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance. — 
Bom. ii. 4. 

Yesterday I preached a sermon on Life. I was 
amazed at the expressions of thankfulness it called 
forth. I came home, went into my chamber, and 
wept for gratitude to the Holy Spirit It makes me 
•—all this love — as humble, meek, and tearful as a 
child. My constant prayer is, Dear Father, hold me 
close to Thyself.— N. A. Staples. 

Joy makes me humbler than my sins, 

That I should see this glory; 
That I should say, "Lord, enter in," 

And know Thee and adore Thee. 

C. Chbshbbo. 

It often humbles me to tears to think how much I 
am loved more than I deserve ; while thousands, far 
nearer to God, pass on their thorny path comparatively 
nncheered by love and blessing. These things help 
me to be good. — L. M. Child. 

Then thou shalt see, and flow together, and thy 
heart shall fear, and be enlarged; because the abun- 
dance of the sea shall be converted unto thee, the 
forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee. — Is A. lx. 5. 
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JUNE 14. 

And Noah walked with God. — Gen. vi. 9. 

Oh walk with God ! and thou ahalt find 
How He can charm thy way, 

And lead thet with a quiet mind 
Into His perfect day. 

His love shall cheer thee like the dew 
That bathes the drooping flower; 

That love is every morning new, 
Nor mils at evening's hour. 

Arthub C. Coxx. 

The little flower that in the open meadows lives and 
dies in a season, what agencies have concentrated 
themselves upon it ! So the human soul lives in the 
midst of heavenly help. — E. Peabody. 

If ye walk in my statutes and keep my command- 
ments, and do them; then I will give yon rain in due 
season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the 
trees of the field shall yield their fruit: and I will walk 
among yon, and will be your God, and ye shall be 
My people. — Lev. xxvi. 3, 4, 12. 



168 



JUNE 15. 

The earth is toll of the goodness of the Lord. — Ps. 
xzxiu. 5. 

Go where we will, we meet with new illustrations 
of the Divine Benevolence. The true idea of the om- 
nipresence of God is that in every place we find the 
manifestations of His Providence. — L. H. Grjndon. 

The unthankful heart discovers no mercies; but let 
the thankful heart sweep through the day, and, as the 
magnet finds the iron, so it will find in every hour 
some heavenly blessings: only the iron in God's sand 
is gold. — Bisecheb. 

And for all my hymns shall rise 
Daily to Thy gracious throne; 

Thither let my asking eyes 
Turn unwearied, Righteous One! 

BowHUfct. 

How great is His goodness, and how great is His 
beauty ! — Zkch. ix. 17. 

Oh that men would praise the Lord, for His good- 
ness, and for His wonderful works to the children of 
men!— Ps. cvii. 31. 
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JUNE 16. 



He that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. — 1 John iv. 16. 

He is in God and God in him. 

Who still abides in love, — 
Hie love that makes the cherubim 

Obey and praise above; 
For God is love: the loveless heart 
Hath in His life and joy no part 

0. F. Gbllbrt. 

The desire to be beloved is ever restless and unsat- 
isfied; but the love that flows out upon others is a 
perpetual wellspring from on high. — L. M. Child. 

Pure love is rich, as spirit is rich. It is a lamp in 
a room hung round with mirrors, wherein it is inter- 
minably reflected, and every one of which serves to 
lighten more and more that bright chamber of a loving 
soul. — F. P. Cobbe. 

Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied. 
Judb2. 
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JUNE 17. 

9 

Know ye not, that a little leaven leaveneth the 
whole lump? — 1 Cob. t. 6. 

Our many deeds, the thoughts that we have thought, 

They go out from us thronging every hour; 

And in them all is folded up a power 

That on the earth doth move them to and fro; 

And mighty are the marvels they have wrought 

In hearts we know not, and may never know. 

F. W. Fabbb. 

Every one who does any thing helpful in the sim- 
plicity of love is helpful quite beyond his thought, and 
helps more than he purposed. — L. 6. W. 

Displays of moral excellence, truths set forth in 
living actions, are multiplied as they are shown. Men 
are won by what they approve. They are led to im- 
itate what they admire. Laudable actions never 
stand alone. They go from eye to eye, from heart to 
heart, creating fresh copies of their immortal worth. — • 
Frothingham. 

The kingdom of heaven is like unto leaven, which 
a woman took, and hid in three measures of meal, till 
the whole was leavened. — Matt. xiii. 33. 
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JUNE 18. 

• 

I n ill sing aloud of Thy mercy in the morning; — 

Ps. lix. 16. 

As a bird in meadows fair 

Or in lonely forest sings, ' ; ' 

Till it fills the summer air, 

And the greenwood sweetly rings; 

So my heart to Thee would raise, 

my God ! its song of praise, 

That the gloom of night is o'er, 

And I see the sun once more. 

1580. 

The Christian's song of gladness is a psalm of grat- 
itude, the echoes of which may be heard, from every 
object around him. He sympathizes with all the in- 
nocent joy on the earth; but he remembers that all 
this joy has a Source, and he looks beyond earth and; 
earthly things. He regards his happiness- as given;, 
and he is grateful, and seeks to impart of his abun«~ 
dance, and make others happy and cheerful and 
grateful. — Greenwood. 

I will praise the name of God with a song, and will 
magnify Him with thanksgiving. This also shall 
please the Lord better than an ox or bullock that hath 
horns and hoofs, — Ps. lxix. 30, 31. 
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JUNE 19. 

ThoB viaHest the earth, and waterest it: Thou 
greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which ii 
full of water: Thou preparest them corn, when Thou 
hast so provided for it Thou waterest the ridges 
thereof abundantly : Thou settlest the furrows thereof: 
Thou makest it soft with showers: Thou blessest the 
springing thereof. — Ps. lxv. a, 10. 

I think, art Thou so good to us, 
And scatterest joy and beauty thus 
O'er this poor earth of ours; 
What nobler glories shall be given 
Hereafter in Thy shining heaven 
Set round with golden towers ! 

Paul Gerhabdt. 

There is greater cause for our gratitude to God than 
the pleasures of this palace-world which He has built 
for our present abode. Beyond it lies boundless, ever- 
lasting life, — a height of being, a virtue including such 
love, such joy, that could we see it now our dazzled 
sight would never more perceive either the pleasures or 
the trials which belong to mortal life. — F. P. Cobbb. 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have 
entered into the heart of man, the things which God 
hath prepared for them that love Him. — 1 Cob. ii. 9. 
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JUNE 20. 
Aa for the pure, his work is rightr— Pbov. xxi. 8. 

"Be Thou, O God! by night, by day, 
My guard, my guide from sin, 
My life, my trust, my light divine, 
To keep me pure within. 

Pure as the air when day's first light 

A cloudless sky illumes, 
And active as the lark that soars 

Till heaven shines round its plumes.* 1 

Purity will do well in nothing without the heart: 
the heart can be happy in nothing without purity. It 
is great pity two such sweet companions should be 
kept asunder. The God of all purity bring them 
together. — T. Adams. 

A pure heart is a treasury of divine riches; a store- 
house of divine sweetness; a panoply of eternal wis- 
dom; a cell of divine solitude; a victory and conquest 
against all temptation; a weapon against all assaults; 
a reservoir of divine benefits; a treasury of all virtue; 
an example to all men. — Tauler. 

Purify your hearts, ye double-minded.— Jab. ir 

8 
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JUNE 21. 

And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the Lord* of hosts: the whole earth is full of 
His glory. — IaA. vi. 3. 

He loads us with benefits. He gives all the com- 
modities of the world to the sons of men reserving 
only this royalty to Himself: He calls for no other 
tribute but that we should attribute all unto Him, 
give Him the glory. — Staughton. 

My God, I thank Thee who hast made 

The earth so bright, 
So full of splendor and of joy, 

Beauty and light; 
So many glorious things are here, 

Noble and right ! 

A. A. Proctor. 

When my soul is in sympathy with Nature my feel- 
ing is that of a joyful recognition of God. It is as 
though out of some infinite distance the face of the 
Father Almighty were becoming visible, smiling upon 
me in encouragement and love. — Mountford. 

He hath made His wonderful works to be remem- 
bered. —Ps. cxi. 4. 
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JUNE 22. 

O come, let us worship and bow down : let us kneel 
before the Lord our Maker. For He is our God; and 
we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His 
hand. — Ps. xcv. 6, 7. 

Pint worship God : he that forgets to pray 
Bids not himself good-morrow nor good-day. 

Thomas Randolph. 

To prayer, to prayer! for the morning breaks. 
And earth in her Maker's smile awakes; 
His light is on all below and above, — 
The light of gladness, of life, and of love: 
Oh, then, on the breath of this early air, 
Send upwards the incense of grateful prayer 1 

H. Wars, Jr. 

Let the day have a blessed baptism by giving your 
first waking thoughts into the bosom of God. The 
first hour of the morning is the rudder of the day. — 
Beeches. 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King and 
my God : for unto Thee will I pray. — Ps. v. 2* 
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JUNE 23. 

The Apostle Paul says, For though I be free from 
oil men, yet have I made myself servant unto all. — 
1 Cor. ix. 19. 

Lord ! that I could waste my life for others, 

With no ends of my own ; 
That I could pour myself into my brothers, 

And live for them alone ! 

Such was the life thou livedst, self-abjuring, 
Thine own pains never easing, 

Our burdens bearing, our just doom enduring, — 
A life without self-pleasing. 

F. W. Fabbb. 

Be the father of the poor, and God will be thy 
Father. Remember that it is impossible to love God 
with thy whole heart, without loving thy neighbor 
also. — Oberlin. 

"So loving was St. Francis, that he remembered 
those that God had seemingly forgotten." 

Let every one of us please his neighbor for his good 
to edification. For even Christ pleased not himself. — 
Rom. xv. 2, 3. 
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JUNE 24. 

Their strength is to sit still. — Isa. xxx. 7. 

Force kself indeed is naturally silent, and only 
makes itself heard, if at all, when it strikes upon ob- 
structions, to bear them away as it returns to equi- 
librium again. The very hurricane that roars over 
land and ocean flits noiselessly through spaces where 
nothing meets it. The blessed sunshine says nothing 
as it warms the vernal earth, tempts out the tender 
grass, and decks the held and forest in their glory. — 
Mabtineau. 

** 1 would not have the restless will 
That hurries to and fro*. 
Seeking for some great thing to do, 
Or secret thing to know." 

"How long, O my soul! wilt thou be restless, ana 
agitated by unreasonable activity, by over-excited 
feelings, by an engrossing imagination; in fine, by 
all those things which are not quietness ? " 



u 



Heart, heart, lie still." 



Take heed and be quiet; fear not, neither be faint- 
hearted. — Isa. vii. 4. 



176 



JUNE 25. 

He maketh His sun to rise, and sendeth rain. — 
Matt. v. 45. 

He sendeth sun, he sendeth shower: 
Alike they're needful for the flower. 
And joys and tears alike are sent 
To give the soul fit nourishment: 
As comes to me or cloud or sun, 
Father, Thy will, not mine, be done. 

Sab ah F. Adams. 

Our resignation to the will of God may be said to 
be perfect when onr will is lost, and resolved up in His ; 
when we rest in His will as our end, as being itself 
most just and right and good. — Butler* 

And thus it is that we should bless God at all times, 
in all places, upon all occasions, and in all conditions, 
as well for years of dearth as years of plenty; for 
adversity as well as prosperity; in sickness and in 
health, in weal and in woe; whether it be that the 
Lord giveth, or whether He taketh away, still to bless 
the name of the Lord. — Francis Saus. 

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord. — Job 1. 21. 
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JUNE 26. 

The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my de- 
liverer; the God of my rock; in Him will I trust: He 
is my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high 
tower, and my refuge, my Saviour. — 2 Sam. xxii. 
2,3. 

To make our dull common life and the pictorial 
show which doth enc'ompass it the image of the char- 
acter of God, the picture of His work in us and on the 
world, is for ever one of the noblest exercises of Chris- 
tian faith. — S. A. Brooke. 

Arm of Strength ! I cling to Thee, 
Mine aid and my deliverer be ; 
O Shield and Buckler of my heart ! 
Protect my soul from sin's keen dart; 
Tower of Refuge, strong and high ! 
To Thee I flee when danger's nigh; 
O Rock of Strength ! in Thee I trust, 
Though mountains crumble into dust. 

M. L. B. 



Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
moved, and though the mountains be carried into the 
midst of the sea. — Ps. xlvi. 2. 
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JUNE 27. 

Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving 
the Lord. — Rom. xii. 11. 

Work and love: that is the body and soul of tno 
human being. Happy he where they are one.— . 
Auerbach. 

Oh not alone on the mount of prayer 

Must the Christian serve his God ! 
But the burden of daily life must bear, 

And tread where his Saviour trod. 

Yet with him through every changing scene 

Doth the spirit of prayer abide ; 
When earth is lovely and heaven serene 

That spirit his course shall guide. 

Bulfinch. 

Law is God's working, and love is God's feeling. 
His love and labor are identical. So should our lovo 
and labor be. — N. A. Staples. 

Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect ? For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works 
is dead also. — Jas. ii. 22, 26. 
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JUNE 28. 

Wherefore the Lord God of Israel saith, I said indeed 
that thy house, and the house of thy father, should 
walk before me for ever: but now the Lord saith, Be 
it far from me; for them that honor me, I will honor, 
and they that despise me shall be lightly esteemed. — 
1 Sam. ii. 30. 

Glad with Thy light and glowing with Thy love, 
So let me ever think and speak and move 
As fits a soul new touch' d with life from Heaven; 
That seeks but so to order all her course 
As most to show the glory of that Source 
By whom alone her strength, her life, are given. 

Spitta. 

To honor God is to become what we praise. It ia 
to thirst for the growth and invigoration of the divine 
principle within us. It is to seek the very Spirit of 
God. It is, above all, to adore His unutterable good- 
ness. But remember that this attribute is particularly- 
proposed to us as our model ; that God calls us, both 
by nature and revelation, to a fellowship in Hie phi- 
lanthropy- — Chan ning. 

To the end He may stablish your hearts unblam- 
able in holiness before God, even our Father. — J 
Them. iii. 13. 
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JUNE 29. 

And he said, It is the Lord: let Him do what 
■eemeth Him good. — 1 Sam. ill. 18. 

This is His will, that we should cease to regard our 
own wishes or dislikes; that it should oecome a light 
matter to us whether He give or take away, whether 
we have abundance or suffer want, and let all things 
go, if only we may receive and apprehend God Him- 
self. — Taulbb. 

For naught can come, as naught hath been, 
But what my Father hath foreseen, 
And what shall work my good. 

Whate'er He gives me I will take, 

Whatever he chooses I will make 
My choice with thankful mood. 

Flsmmihg. 

* 

The plain doings of God, and events and appoint- 
ments of His providence, these must all be right and 
good, whether they be afflictive or j oyful. Evil enough 
is done by His disobedient creatures, but all that He 
does is and must be right and good. — Greenwood. 

He shall choose our inheritance for us. — Pa 
xlyii. 4. 
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JUNE 30. 

In her tongue is the law of kindness. — Pro v. 
26. 



Land words produce their own image in men* a 
souls ; and a beautiful image it is. They soothe and 
quiet and comfort the hearer. They shame him out 
of his sour, morose, unkind feelings. We have not 
yet begun to use kind words in such abundance as 
they ought to be used. — Pascal. 

" Give me the tongue that always shrinks 

From giving others pain ; 
The loving heart that never thinks 

An act of kindness vain. 
Anoint my eyes, O God ! to see 

The beautiful and true; 
And ready hands, oh ! grant to me, 

All blessedness to do.'* * 

Kindly words, sympathizing attentions, watchful- 
ness against wounding men's sensitiveness, — these 
cost very little, but they are priceless in their value. 
Robertson. 

Let us consider one another, to provoke unto love, 
and to good works. — Hkb. x. 24. 
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JULY I. 

The light of the body is the eye : if therefore thine 
eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. — 
Matt. vi. 22. 

Let us sit at the feet of him who pointed to the way 
— which no doubt can darken and no knowledge 
close — of seeing God through purity of heart. That 
clear and single eye, filling the soul with light, what 
is it but the open thought and conscience by which 
the truth of Heaven streams in ? — Martinkau. 

Single and clear, not weak and blind 

The eye must be 
To which Thy glory shall an entrance find; 
For if Thy chosen ones would gaze on Thee, 

No earthly screen 
Between their souls and Thee must intervene. 

RlCHTKB. 

As the pure, clear eye is the medium through which 
light finds its way into the body and fills it with light, 
so the conscience, when it is clear of every foreign 
influence, lets the light of God's truth into the soul. — 
J. H. Mokison. 

If thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it 

from thee* — Matt, zviii. 9. 
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JULY 2. 

Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, bat grievous: nevertheless, afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto 
them which are exercised thereby. — Heb. xii. 11. 

** Is not the way to heavenly gain 
Through earthly grief and loss? 
Best must be won by toil and pain, 
The crown repays the cross. 

In tears and trials thou must sow 

To reap in joy and love ; 
We cannot find our home below, 

And hope for one above." 

Heaven and God are best discerned through tears. 
The faithful heirs of the " Man of sorrows," transcend- 
ing the trials they cannot decline, may quit the world 
with the cry, " It is finished; " and pass through the 
silence of death to the peace of God. — Martin eau. 

For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the 
Inheritance which the Lord your God giveth you. — 
Dkut. xii. 9. 



184 



JULY 3. 

He that is greatest among yon, let him be as the 

younger; and he that is chief, as he that doth serve. 
For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, or he 
that serveth ? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am 
among you as he that serveth. — Luke xxii. 26, 27. 

Let me to others do 

As thou hast done to me ; 
Lore them with love unfeigned and true, 

Their servant be. 
Of willing mind, nor seek my own, 
But as thou, Lord, hast helped us, 
From purest love alone. 

Gkskwius, 1649. 

O you who have not yet learned precisely what your 
vocation is in life ! would you take up a glorious voca- 
tion, blessed beyond all measure V As Christ walked 
in the world, so also ought you to walk; as he went 
round among the sick and poor of the earth, so also 
should you. — Tho luck. 

And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us.— Era. v. 9. 
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JULY 4. 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free. — John viii. 32. 

I call that mind free which sets no bounds to its 
love, which is not imprisoned in itself or in a sect, 
which recognizes in all human beings the image of God 
and the rights of His children, which delights in virtue 
and sympathizes with suffering wherever they are 
seen, which conquers pride, anger, and sloth, and 
offers itself up a willing victim to the cause of man- 
kind. — Channlno. 

Who are the free? 

They who have scorned the tyrant and his rod, 

And bowed in worship unto none but God; 

They who have made the conqueror's glory dim, 

Unchained in soul, though manacled in limb, 

Un warped by prejudice, unawed by wrong; 

Friends to the weak, and fearless of the strong; 

True to the law of right, as warmly prone 

To grant another's as to maintain their own; 

Foes of oppression wheresoe'er it be, — 

These are the proudly free ! 

Prinok. 

Being made free from sin, ye became the servants 
of righteousness. — Rom. vi. 18. 
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JULY 5. 

Then ye shall return unto the land of your 
don and enjoy it — Josh. i. 15. 

u Let us gather up the sunbeams 
Lying all around our path; 
Let us keep the wheat and roses, 
Casting out the thorns and chaff. 

Let us find our sweetest comfort 

In the blessings of to-day, 
With a patient hand removing 

All the briers from out our way.'* 

Remember ... by earnest endeavor to gladden 
the human circle in which we live, — to open our 
hearts to the gospel of life and nature, seizing each 
moment and the good which it brings, be it friendly 
glance, spring breeze or flower, extracting from every 
moment a drop of the honey of eternal life. — J. R. 
Lowell. 

• 

But trust in the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy. — 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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JULY 4. 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free. — John viii. 32. 

I call that mind free which sets no bounds to its 
love, which is not imprisoned in itself or in a sect, 
which recognizes in all human beings the image of God 
and the rights of His children, which delights in virtue 
and sympathizes with suffering wherever they are 
seen, which conquers pride, anger, and sloth, and 
offers itself up a willing victim to the cause of man- 
kind. — Channino. 

Who are the free ? 

They who have scorned the tyrant and his rod, 

And bowed in worship unto none but God; 

They who have made the conqueror's glory dim, 

Unchained in soul, though manacled in limb, 

Unwarped by prejudice, unawed by wrong; 

Friends to the weak, and fearless of the strong; 

True to the law of right, as warmly prone 

To grant another's as to maintain their own; 

Foea of oppression wheresoe'er it be, — 

These are the proudly free! 

Prikok. 

Being made free from sin, ye became the servants 
of righteousness. — Rom. vi. 18. 
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JULY 5. 

Then ye shall return unto the land of your 
don and enjoy it. — Josh. i. 15. 

" Let us gather up the sunbeams 
Lying all around our path; 
Let us keep the wheat and roses, 
Casting out the thorns and chaff. 

Let ns find our sweetest comfort 
In the blessings of to-day, 

With a patient hand removing 
All the briers from out our way. 
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Remember ... by earnest endeavor to gladden 
the human circle in which we live, — to open our 
hearts to the gospel of life and nature, seizing each 
moment and the good which it brings, be it friendly 
glance, spring breeze or flower, extracting from every 
moment a drop of the honey of eternal life. — J. R. 
Lowell. 

But trust in the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy. — 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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JULY 4. 

And ye shaU know the truth, and the truth shall 
make yon free. — John viii. 32. 

I call that mind free which sets no bounds to ita 
love, which is not imprisoned in itself or in a sect, 
which recognizes in all human beings the image of God 
and the rights of His children, which delights in virtue 
and sympathizes with suffering wherever they are 
seen, which conquers pride, anger, and sloth, and 
offers itself up a willing victim to the cause of man- 
kind. — Chaining. 

Who are the free ? 

They who have scorned the tyrant and his rod, 

And bowed in worship unto none but God; 

They who have made the conqueror's glory dim, 

Unchained in soul, though manacled in limb, 

Un warped by prejudice, una wed by wrong; 

Friends to the weak, and fearless of the strong; 

True to the law of right, as warmly prone 

To grant another's as to maintain their own; 

Foes of oppression wheresoe'er it be, — 

These are the proudly free ! 

Pbinojs. 

Being made free from sin, ye became the servants 
of righteousness. — Rom. vi. 18. 
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JULY 5. 

Then ye shall return unto the land of your 
don and enjoy it. — Josh. i. 15. 

" Let us gather up the sunbeams 
Lying all around our path ; 
Let us keep the wheat and roses, 
Casting out the thorns and chaff. 

Let ns find our sweetest comfort 

Id the blessings of to-day, 
With a patient hand removing 

All the briers from out our way." 

Remember ... by earnest endeavor to gladden 
the human circle in which we live, — to open our 
hearts to the gospel of life and nature, seizing each 
moment and the good which it brings, be it friendly 
glance, spring breeze or flower, extracting from every 
moment a drop of the honey of eternal life. — J. R. 
Lowell. 

But trust in the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy. — 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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JULY 6. 

Their conscience also bearing witness, and theli 
thoughts the mean while accusing, or else excusing 
one another. — Rom. ii. 15. 

How sharp and piercing is the work of a restraining 
and condemning conscience ! how loud and terrible is 
its remonstrance ! — Dewey. 

Neglect it, do it violence, and it retires within itself, 
and it becomes fainter until it is heard no more, and 
the bark of being floats rudderless on a sea of strife : 
listen to its admonitions, be guided by its counsel, and 
it enlarges with the enlarging intellect, and, how high 
soever we may mount, it is still far above us, shedding 
light upon the mazy wilderness and beaconing the 
path of God. — J. Storks Smith. 

Oh keep thy conscience sensitive ! 

No inward token miss; 

And go where grace entices thee: 

Perfection lies in this. 

Fabbr. 

A good conscience sometimes seems almost identical 
with wisdom. — £. Peabodt. 

Holding faith and a good conscience. — 1 Tim. i 

19. 
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JULY 7. 

My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life. — 
Johk x. 27, 28. 

Feeble, helpless, how shall I 
Learn to live and learn to die ? 
Who, God! my guide shall be? 
Who shall lead Thy child to Thee? 

Blessed Father, Gracious One, 
Thou hast sent Thy holy Son; 
He will give the light I need, 
He my trembling steps will lead. 

Fusnsss. 

For all of us he died to leave us an example, that 
we should follow his steps. By earnest purpose, by 
self-conflict, by watching and prayer, by faith in the 
Christian promises, we may all unite ourselves in liv- 
ing bonds to Christ, may love as he loved, and pre- 
pare to meet him as our everlasting friend. . . . Let 
us make him our constant model. — Channing. 

Master, I will follow thee. — Matt. viii. 19. 
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JULY 8. 

And we know that all things work together for good 
*c them that love God. — Rom. viii. 28. 

"All things, dear Lord ? Is there no thread of woe 
Too dark, too tangled, for the bright design ? 
No drop of rain too heavy for the bow 
Set in the cloud in covenant divine V 

I know that all Thy full designs are bright, 
That darkest threads grow golden in Thy hand ; 

That bending lines grow straight, the tangled right, 
The bitter drops all sweet, at Thy command! " 

What joyous hopes, what delightful colors, are here 
thrown upon the whole path of life below, even 
upon its crosses and its tears, when we feel the force 
of those words of the Apostle of our Lord t . . . Yes, 
all things, the sad and the joyful, the sweet and the 
bitter, all work together for good to them that love 
God, — for their true good, their real happiness, and 
their eternal welfare. — Oberlin. 

What shall we then say to these things ? If God be 
for us, who can be against us V — Rom. viii. 31. 
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JULY 9. 

Thou ahalt also consider in thine heart, that at a 
man chasteneth his son, so the Lord thy God chaster- 
eth thee. — Deut. viii. 5. 

Since thy Father's arm sustains thee, 

Peaceful be; 
When a chastening hand restrains thee, 

It is He : 
Know, His love, in full completeness, 
Feels the measure of thy weakness; 
If He wound thy spirit sore, 

Trust Him more. 

S. D. Carter. 

God is teaching us in trial to walk after Him in a 
straighter path. In my sorrow, by my sorrow, He ia 
leading me into paths of righteousness. — S. A. 
Brooke. 

We must say to God something like this: heav- 
enly Father! I have nothing to offer Thee but my 
patience. I will bear Thy will, and so offer my will 
a burnt offering unto Thine. — George MacDonald. 

Behold, happy is the man whom God correcteth: 
therefore despise not thou the chastening of the Al- 
mighty. — Job v. 17. 
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JULY 10. 

Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is 
the whole duty of man. — Eccles. xii. 13. 

Stern Daughter of the Voice of God! 
Duty! .... 
I myself commend 
Unto thy guidance from this hour; 
Oh let my weakness have an end ! 
Give unto me, made lowly wise, 
The spirit of self-sacrifice; 
The confidence of reason give; 
And in the light of truth thy bondman let me live. 

Wordsworth. 

The highest state of religious life is when a man 
sacrifices every personal and worldly advantage, en- 
counters every annoyance or peril, if need be, rather 
than be in the least untrue to what his soul believes 
the commandments of God. — J. Storks Smith. 

Duty is severe, but it is the greatness of the souL — 
S. A. Brooke. 

Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids 
look straight before thee. Turn not to the right hand 
nor to the left. — Prov. iv. 25, 27. 
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JULY II. 

And he went a little further, and fell on his thco, 
and prayed, saying, my Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me : nevertheless, not as I will, but 
as Thou wilt. — Matt. xxvi. 39. 

The battle of our life is won, 

And heaven begun, 
When we can say, " Thy will be done; " l 

But, Lord, until 
These restless hearts in Thy deep love are still, 
We pray Thee, " Teach us how to do Thy will." * 

Lucy La. room. 

How magnificent a thing might life become, couid 
we but turn away from all temptations to do our own 
will, and say to the tempters, were they even father 
or mother, — say, in the strength of Christ, " I can- 
not: wist ye not that I must be about my Father's, 
business? " 8 . . . So perfect was the unison of his will 
to God's that his feeling was not, I must, or even, J 
ought, but, "I delight to do Thy will;" "My meat 
and my drink are to do my Father's will." 4 — S. A. 
Brooks. 

i Matt. vi. 10. » Luke li. 49. 

» Ps. cxliil. 10. « John !▼. 81 
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JULY 12. 

Dost thou know the balancings of the clouds, the 
wondrous works of Him which is perfect in knowledge ? 
Job xxxvii. 16. 

Nothing fair on earth I see, 
But I straightway think on Thee; 
Thou art fairest in mine eyes, 
Source in whom all beauty lies. 

On Thy light I think at morn, 
With the earliest break of dawn; 
Ah, what glories lie in Thee, 
Light of all eternity ! 

AXGBLT/8. 

Every flower is a hint of His beauty; every grain 
of wheat, a token of His beneficence; every atom of 
the dust, a revelation of His power. In and through 
all things He is attracting our regard. — Fukness. 

Each of these things is as certainly a word of God 
as Jesus is the Word of God. He has made nothing 
in vain. All is for our teaching. — Geobob MacDoh- 

ALD. 

Be ye glad and rejoice for ever In that which I cre- 
ate. — Isa. lxv. 18. 
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JULY 13. 



There be many that say, Who will show us any 
good? Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thy counte- 
nance upon us. — Ps. iv. 6. 

I do not expect to find good in any place where the 
light of God's countenance is not; but wherever that 
light can shine, within the round of human suffering 
as well as of human enjoyment, there is good. And, 
if we would find good, we must look for the pure 
shillings of that light; we must humbly ask that the 
light may be lifted up upon us, and then all will be 
enlightened, and all will be good. — Greenwood. 

Good hast Thou made them, comforters right sweet; 

Good hast Thou made the world to mankind lent; 
Good are Thy dripping clouds that feed the wheat; 

Good are Thy stars above the firmament: 
Take to Thee, take Thy worship, Thy renown; 
The good which Thou hast made doth wear Thy crown. 

Jean Ikoslow. 

And God saw every thing that He had made: and. 
behold, it was very good — Gen. L 31. 
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JULY 14. 



We glory in tribulations also; knowing that tribu- 
lation worketh patience; and patience, experience; 
and experience, hope. — Rom. v. 3, 4. 

Till from the straw the flail the corn doth beat, 
Until the chaff be purged from the wheat, 
Yea, till the mill the grains in pieces tear, 
The richness of the flour will scarce appear; 
So till men's persons great afflictions touch, 
If worth be found, their worth is not so much, 
Because, like wheat in straw, they have not yet 
The value which in threshing they may get. 

George Wither 

When you are distracted with embarrassments and 
torn with pain, then is the occasion for finding also the 
energy and the relief and the repose that should be 
communicated by your faith. — N. L. Fkothingham. 

We must through much tribulation enter into the 
kingdom of God. —Acts. xiv. 22. 
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JULY 15. 



I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fb> 
tress: my God; in Him will I trust — Ps. xci. 2. 
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They who on the Lord rely 
Safely dwell though danger's nigh; 
Lo ! His sheltering wings are spread 
O'er each faithful servant's head. 

When they wake or when they sleep, 
Angel-guards their vigils keep; 
Death and danger may be near, 
Faith and love can never fear." 



Whatever Infinite Wisdom sees to be best for each 
one of us Almighty Power can effect, and Infinite 
Love will not suffer to be left undone. — Thomas 
Hill. 

He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under 
His wings shalt thou trust. — Ps. xci. 4. 
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JULY 4. 

And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make yon free. — John viii. 32. 

I call that mind free which sets no bounds to ita 
love, which is not imprisoned in itself or in a sect, 
which recognizes in all human beings the image of God 
and the rights of His children, which delights in virtue 
and sympathizes with suffering wherever they are 
seen, which conquers pride, anger, and sloth, and 
offers itself up a willing victim to the cause of man- 
kind. — Chaining. 

Who are the free ? 
They who have scorned the tyrant and his rod, 
And bowed in worship unto none but God; 
They who have made the conqueror's glory dim, 
Unchained in soul, though manacled in limb, 
Unwarped by prejudice, unawed by wrong; 
Friends to the weak, and fearless of the strong; 
True to the law of right, as warmly prone 
To grant another's as to maintain their own; 
Foes of oppression wheresoe'er it be, — 

These are the proudly free ! 

PRINOtt. 

Being made free from sin, ye became the servants 
of righteousness. — Rom. vi. 18. 
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JULY 5. 

Then ye shall return unto the land of your 
don and enjoy it — Josh. i. 15. 

" Let us gather up the sunbeams 
Lying all around our path ; 
Let us keep the wheat and roses, 
Casting out the thorns and chaff. 

Let us find our sweetest comfort 

In the blessings of to-day, 
With a patient hand removing 

All the briers from out our way.*' 

Remember ... by earnest endeavor to gladden 
the human circle in which we live, — to open our 
hearts to the gospel of life and nature, seizing each 
moment and the good which it brings, be it friendly 
glance, spring breeze or flower, extracting from every 
moment a drop of the honey of eternal life. — J. R. 
Lowell. 

• 

But trust in the living God, who giveth us richly 
all things to enjoy. — 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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JULY 18. 

Take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your 
hearts be overcome with surfeiting, and drunkenness, 
and cares of this life. — Luke xxi. 34. 

God, who knowest how frail we are, 
How soon the thought of good departs ! 
We pray that Thou wouldst feed the fount 
Of holy yearning in our hearts. 

Let not the choking cares of earth 

The precious springs of life o'ergrow; 

But, ever guarded by Thy love, 

Still purer may their waters flow. 

Qabkell. 

Would to God we might learn to live, in this, the 
true life! Cease to walk in a vain show. Cherish 
every day and hour those generous affections which 
find their luxury in unwearied self-denials for the sake 
of others. Live to be holy, as the Highest is holy. — 

FtJRNESS. 

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above. Set your affections on things 
above, not on things on the earth. — Col. iii. 1, 2. 
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JULY 19. 

I will be as the dew onto Israel: he shall grow at 
the lily. — Hosjsa xiv. 5. 

Mark how the flower, whose drooping bell would lose 
The lavished freshness of the nightly dews, 
Opes the frail chalice in the dust that lies, 
Lifts it, and drinks the bounty of the skies. 

So hold thy heart out, like the lily's cup, 
And God 1 s own hand shall fill the goblet up 
With vital air, soft rain, or virgin snows, 
Whatever earth implores and heaven bestows. 

MK8. F. II. Cooke. 

God is continually giving. He will not withhold 
from you or me. I hold up my little cup. He fills 
it full. If yours is greater, rejoice in that, and bring it 
faithfully to the same urn. He, who fills the violet 
with beauty and the sun with light, will not fail to 
inspire you and me. Were your little cup to become 
as large as the Pacific Sea, He still would fill it. — 
Theodore Parker. 

The Lord is the portion of mine inheritance and of 
my cup. — Pa. xvi. 5. 



201 



JULY 20. 



It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, 
because His compassions fail not: they are new every 
morning. — Lam. tii. 22, 23. 

" New every morning is the love 
Our wakening and uprising prove; 
Through sleep and darkness safely brought, 
Restored to life and power and thought. 

New mercies, each returning day, 

Hover around us while we pray ; 

New perils past, new sins forgiven. 

New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.'* 

Life is too short to discover and enumerate the gifla 
of Divine Love ; since they are new every morning, 
and fresh every evening, and repeated every moment 
Thomas Hill. 

Oh that men would praise the Lord for His good- 
ness, and for His wonderful works to the children of 
men ! — Ps. cvii. 15. 
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JULY 21. 



Jesus called a little child unto him, and set him in 
the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto von, 
except ye be converted, and become as little chil- 
dren, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven. 
Matt, xviii. 2, 3. 

Are not the signs of this kingdom distinctly visible 
in the very nature of a little child? Love, simplicity, 
faith, are the proverbial characteristics of little chil- 
dren. How simple and touching their faith ! Imitate 
little children, and trust — N. L. Frothlngham. 

" Less wayward let me be, 
More pliable and mild, 
In glad simplicity 
More like a trustful child. 

Less, less of self, each day, 
And more, my God, of Thee; 
Oh keep me in the way, 
However rough it be ! " 

I will hold thy hand, and will keep thee. — Isa, 
xliLd. 
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JULY 22. 

For your obedience is come abroad unto all men. 
1 am glad therefore on your behalf. — Rom. xvi. 19. 

Exemplary was that obedience of the Romans, 
which was said to have come abroad to all men. 
And certainly gospel obedience is a grace of much 
worth, and of great force upon the whole man ; for, 
when it is once wrought in the heart, it worketh 
a conformity to all God's will, be it for life or death, 
one word from God will command the whole soul aa 
soon as obedience hath found admittance into the 
heart. — Apollonius. 

For he doth please the Father well 

Who simply can obey; 
In him the love of God doth dwell 

Who steadfast keeps his way: 
A daily active life of love, 
Such fruits a living faith must prove. 

0. F. Gellert. 

Obedience is difficult, but it is the path to freedom 
S. A. Brooks. 

Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice. — 1 Sa&l 
xy. 22. 

204 



JULY 23. 

Lord, truly I am Thy servant. — Ps. cxvi. 16. 

living or dying, Lord, I would be Thine: 

Oh, what is life? 

A toil, a strife, 
Were it not lighted by Thy love divine. 

I ask not wealth, 

I crave not health: 
Living or dying, Lord, I would be Thine. 

FSNBLOH. 

In the feebleness of childhood, and the feebleness of 
age; in clouds, and darkness, and weariness; from 
the first moment of their existence to the last of their 
sojourn in clay; whether they know Thee or know 
Thee not, all souls are Thine ! — Greenwood. 

Oh be mine still! still make me Thine, 
Or rather make no Thine and mine. 

George Herbert. 

1 will betroth thee unto Me for ever; yea, I will 
betroth thee unto Me in righteousness, and in judg- 
ment, and in loving-kindness, and in mercies. I will 
even betroth thee unto Me in faithfulness: and thou 
shalt know the Lord. — Hosea ii. 19, 20. 
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JULY 24. 



Thou wilt show me the path of life. — Pa. xvi. 1L 

I do not ask, O Lord ! that life may be 

A pleasant road; 
I do not ask that Thou wouldst take from me 

Aught of its load. 

For one thing only, Lord, dear Lord ! I plead: 

Lead me aright, 

Though strength should falter, and though heart 

should bleed, 

Through Peace to Light. 

A. A. Proctor. 

" And when the word of guidance comes, let it be 
heeded as well as heard. Let it be yielded to without 
hesitancy and without fear. It is the word of your 

,wn highest convictions. It is the word of faith. It 
will fill you with strength. It will work out for yon 

. . salvation." 

Give ye ear, and hear My voice; hearken, and heal 
My speech. — Is a. xxviii. 23. 
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JULY 25. 

Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 
the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the 
precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for 
it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye 
also patient. — J as. v. 7, 8. 

u Be patient, oh be patient ! go and watch the wheat- 
ears grow 

So imperceptibly that ye can mark nor change nor 
throe, 

Day after day, day after day, till the ear is rally 
grown, 

And then again, day after day, till the ripened field 
is brown." 

Behold how patient the great God is, waiting for 
ages for those simple steps in the progress of things 
which change the world ; keeping those great secrets, 
which are full of blessings for man, until man himself 
is able to discover them. Let us learn to wait patiently 
with God. In such company we can afford to wait. — 

FURNKSS. 

A patient man will bear for a time, and afterward 
joy shall spring up unto him. — Ecclus. i. 23. 
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JULY 26. 

Oh that my ways were directed to keep Thy statute* 1 
Ps. cxix. 5. 

If I am right, Thy grace impart 

Still in the right to stay; 

If I am wrong, oh teach my heart 

To find the better way ! 

Popb. 

We all know that many of the strong, and very 
many of the weak, have been brought to a stand by 
some one question which put the whole character and 
life to the trial. . . . Enough for us that the trial and 
the opportunity may at any time come, and that the 
only invincible strength is that which is of God cm* 
nipctent. — £. B. Hall. 

Lord, I know that the way of man is not in him- 
self: it is not in man that walketh to direct his step*. 
Jer. z. 23. 

What man is he that feareth the Lord ? him shall 
He teach in the way that He shall choose. — Pa. 
12. 
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JULY 27. 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of 
my heart, be acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my 
strength, and my Redeemer. — Pa. xix. 14. 

" Let ever}* thought and word accord 
With Thy most holy will, 
Each deed the precepts of Thy word 
With pious aim fulfil." 

Consider how much the thoughts have to do 
with forming and determining the whole character. 
"Thought," says an eloquent writer, "is the rudder 
of human action." . . . Thoughts have been called 
" the seeds ofconduct," but they are more than this: 
they are seeds which have already begun to germinate 
under ground ; they have begun to develop their natu- 
ral and essential properties, whether for good or evil, 
though they have not as yet come to the light of day. 
Walkbb. 

How long shall thy vain thoughts lodge within 
thee? — Jeb. iv. 14. 

I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love. — Pa. 
cxix. 118. 
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JULY 28. 



I cry unto Thee, and Thou dost not hear me: I 
•land up, and Thou regardest me not — Job xxx. SO. 



?» 



I cry to God, " Forgive my sin,' 
I pray that I new grace may win, 
But find no joy nor peace therein. 

Tell me, oh! why is this? 
What hindrances obstruct the way ? 
What cloud obscures the golden ray, 
That turneth darkness into day, 

And keeps my soul from bliss? 



M. 



If we know of a kind act which we might but do 
not intend to perform, if we be aware that our moral 
health requires the abandonment of some pleasure 
which yet we do not intend to abandon, here is cause 
enough for the loss of all spiritual power. — F. P. 

COBBB. 

If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not 
hear me. — Ps. lxvi. 18. 
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JULY 29. 



What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, 
wd to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Thy 
God? — Micah vi. 8. 

Mark the phrase: love mercy. Love is active, irre- 
pressible. It does not fold its arms, but runs on the 
wings of the wind, to defend the weak against the 
mighty, and to search out the cause of the friendless 
and the oppressed. — Furnkss. 

'Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes 
The throned monarch better than his crown ; 
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, 
But mercy is above this sceptred sway; 
It is enthroned in the heart of kings; 
It is an attribute of God Himself; 
And earthly power doth then show likest God's, 
When mercy seasons justice. 

Shakspbabb. 

He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Makers 
but he that honoreth Him hath mercy on the poor. — 
Pbov. xiv. 31. 
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JULY 30. 



Behold the day, behold, it is come: the morning ii 
gore forth. — Ezkk. vii. 10. 

Lo, here hath been dawning another blue day* 
Think, wilt thou let it slip useless away ? 

Out of eternity this new day is born, 
Into eternity at night will return. 

Behold it aforetime no eye ever did ; 
So soon it for ever from all eyes is hid. 

Here hath been dawning another blue day. 
Think, wilt thou let it slip useless away? 

Thomas Carlylb. 

Let not the opportunity that is so fleeting, and yet 
so full, pass neglected away. . . . Resolve when you 
awake that it shall be to some faithful purpose, and 
that your renovated powers shall be obedient to Him 
who has renewed them. — N. L. Frothlngham. 

One day is with the Lord as a thousand yean. — 3 
Pet. iii. 8. 
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JULY 31. 

Salvation is of the Lord. —Jonah ii. 9. 

Look unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth ; for I am God, and there is none else. — Isa. 
klv. 22. 

"I look to Thee in every need, and never look in 
vain; 
I feel Thy strong and tender love, and all is well 
again; 
The thought of Thee is mightier far 
Than sin and pain and sorrow are.' 1 

Yield to the influence of His Spirit. Go, pour your 
hearts befpre Him, and earnestly entreat Him for the 
spirit of prayer, and the spirit of love and faith. That 
entreaty He will hear: He will pour out the spirit of 
prayer upon you ; He will lift you up to a life of union 
with Himself by faith, and will grant you salvation of 
His grace. — Thoma8 Hill. 

He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my 
helper. — Heb. xiii. 5, 6. 
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AUGUST I. 

Verily I say onto you, that he shall gird himself, 
and make them to sit down to meat, and will come 
forth and serve them. — Luke xii. 37. 

Some of the sweetest words of Jesus — sweetest to 
me — are those where he is telling the story of the 
lord coming home to his house and finding his ser- 
vants about their work, and goes on to say: Verily 
I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make 
them to sit down to meat, and shall come forth and 
serve them. Ah, friend, trust in this serving by the 
love of God ! He who gives " daily bread " does not 
deny "the bread of heaven" to them who hunger 
after righteousness. — L. G. W. 

Oh, blessed name of servant, comprehending 
Man's highest honor in his humblest name! 

For thou, God's Christ, that office recommending, 
The throne of mighty power didst truly claim: 

He who would rise like thee, like thee must owe 

His glory only to his stooping low. 

a. W. Bbthuwi 

By love serve one another. — Gal. v. 13. 
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AUGUST 2. 

1 will sing unto the Lord as long as I live : I will 
sing praise unto my God while I have my being. — 
Ps. civ. 33. 

Every moment of time bears an>errand of mercy, and 
should not be allowed to pass without an acknowledg- 
ment of gratitude. — Ckafts. 

Throughout my days - 

Be constant praise 
Uplift to Thee from out this heart of mine, 

So shall I be 

Brought nearer Thee ; 
Living or dying, Lord, I would be Thine. 

Fkwklon. 

Oar praises are the stairway up which our spirits 
mount in their contemplation of the Divine perfection. 
They are the symbols, poor and weak, which reveal 
to us more clearly, and make us feel more deeply, the 
perfect goodness of God. — C. C Evkrktt. 

I will praise Thee, O Lord, with my whole heart: I 
will show forth all Thy marvellous works. I will be 
glad and rejoice in Thee. — Ps. is. 1, 2. 
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AUGUST 3. 

Lead as not into temptation. — Matt. yi. 19. 

Temptation is a fearful word. It indicates the 
beginning of a possible series of infinite evils. It is 
the ringing of an alarm bell, whose melancholy sounds 
may reverberate through eternity. Like the sudden, 
sharp cry of " Fire ! " under our windows by night, it 
should rouse us to instantaneous action, and brace 
every muscle to its highest tension. — Hokace Manx. 

Hasten, Lord, to my release ; 

Haste to help me, O my (rod ! 
Foes like arm^d bands increase: 

Turn them back the way they trod. 
..... 

Thou mine only helper art, 

My Redeemer from the grave; 
Strength of my desiring heart, 

Father! Helper! haste to save! 

Montgomery 

God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear 
it — 1 Cob. x. 13. 
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AUGUST 4. 

I/>ve not the world, neither the things that are in 
the world. If any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. — 1 John ii. 15. 

The world is too much with us. and God too little. 
We cannot see the life that moves around us, through 
the dust of the death in which we live. — S. A. 
Brooke* 

Renouncing every worldly thing, 

Safe 'neath the covert of Thy wing, 

My sweetest thought henceforth shall be, 

That all I want I find in Thee, — 

In Thee, my God, in Thee. 

J. F. Obbrlih. 

"My (rod, and all things." For, when Thou art 
present, all things do yield delight; but, when Thou 
art absent, every thing becomes irksome. Thou givest 
quietness of heart, and much peace and festive joy. — 
Thomas a K km pis. 

For He satisfieth the longing soul, and fiUeth the 
hungry soul with goodness. — Ps. cvii. 9. 
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AUGUST 5. 

Seek not ye what ye shall eat, or what ye shall 
drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. Tour Father 
knoweth that ye have need of these things. — Luke 
xii. 29, 30. 

Our Saviour recognizes the evils of life. He does 
not ignore or despise its good things. Our heavenly 
Father knows that we have need of them. And be- 
cause He knows our need of them, and will provide for 
it, we are to place them where they belong, as wholly 
subordinate to the heavenly treasures, and, without 
anxiety or care for them, seek first His righteousness 
and His kingdom. — J. H. Af orison. 

41 What Thou shalt to-day provide, 
Let me, as Thy child, receive; 

What to-morrow may betide 
Calmly to Thy wisdom leave: 

'Tis enough that Thou wilt care; 

Why should I the burden bear? *" 

He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young 
ravens which cry. Are ye not much better than 
theyV — Ps. cxlvii. 9; Matt. vi. 26. 
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AUGUST 6. 

Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance. — 
Matt. iii. 8. 

We must not content ourselves only with the in- 
ward, we must bring forth the outward also. This 
should be the true frame of every repentant spirit, to 
show by outward demonstration the lively fruits of 
inward conversion. — Marchantius. 

But help me ; let Thy heavenly showers 
Revive and bless my fainting powers, 

And let me thrive and grow 
Beneath the summer of Thy grace, 
And fruits of faith bud forth apace 

While yet I dwell below. 

Paul Obbhabdt. 

Every man ought to carry his boughs so full of 
fruits, that, like the apples which drop from silent dew, 
they will fall by the weight of their own ripeness, for 
whoever needs to be refreshed. — H. W. Beechkr. 

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance.— Gai,. v. 22, 23. 
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AUGUST 7. 

It is the spirit hi man : even the inspiration of the 
Almighty, that giveth him understanding. 

The spirit within me constraineth me. — Job xxxii 
8, 18 (Noyes's Translation). 

Aspirations rise up out of the soul like the morning 
mist kindling in the sun as it rises from the mountain 
top towards heaven We long for a higher and holier 
life. Sacrifice any thing rather than these heavenly 
impulses. Give up any thing that interferes with 
carrying them out into the life. — Ephraim Pkabodt. 

The highest word that is for thee 

Awaits thee in no distant land; 
Thy deepest mood should ever be 

By thee obeyed as God's command. 

Not farther off, but farther in, 
Such h the nature of thy quest; 

They heaven find who heaven win, 
The one true Christ is in thy breast. 

J. W. Chad wick. 

Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for 
behold, the kingdom of God is within you. — Lines 
xvii. 31. 
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AUGUST 8. 

Seeing we also are compassed about with so great 
A cloud of witnesses. — Heb. xii. 1. 

They may be all around us without our discerning 
them, because our spiritual vision is not strong and 
clear enough to behold them ; even as the minute cre- 
ation that fills air, earth, and sea remained for ages 
unknown, for lack of a proper medium through which 
to view it. Our Saviour saw the dead, and talked 
with them; for in him the spiritual vision was clear 
and full. — A. P. Peabodt. 

Oh, balm of grief, to understand 
That whom our eyes behold no more 

Still clasp us with as true a hand 
As in the flesh before 1 



Oh, what a wondrous life is theirs! — 
To fling away the mortal frame, 

Yet keep the human loves and cares 
And yearnings still the same. 

Thkodork Tiltow. 

I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
b named. — Eph. iii. 14, 15. 

221 



AUGUST 9. 

Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my 
heart. — Jer. xv. 16. 

Welcome, dear book, soul's joy and food! the feast 
Of spirits; heav'n extracted lyes in thee. 



Each page of thine hath true life in't, 
And God's bright minde exprest in print. 

Thy lines are rays the true Sun sheds, 
Thy leaves are healing wings He spreads. 

Vaughav. 

1 assert that in the degree in which the Bible haa 
been received as the infallible rule of faith and duty 
have those thus receiving it found rest, peace, fearless- 
ness of the future, and hope of everlasting happiness. 
J. 6. Holland. 

This book of the law shall not depart out of thy 
mouth; but thou shalt meditate therein day and night, 
that thou mayest observe to do according to all that 
is written therein : for then thou shalt make thy way 
prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. — 
Josh. i. 8. 
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AUGUST 10. 



If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to for- 
give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness. — 1 John i. 9. 

Father Almighty, who hast made me man, 

And bade me look to heaven, for Thou art there ' 

Accept my sacrifice and humble prayer. 

Four things which are not in Thy treasury 

I lay before Thee, Lord, with this petition: 

My nothingness, my wants, 

My sins, and my contrition. 

8outhe* . 

This is the true confession of sin; and this is the 
forgiveness of God: the confession which leads us to 
remember, to hate, and to renounce what we confess; 
the forgiveness which is promised to amendment, and 
manifested by amendment. No other confession can 
lay claim to the promise, no other forgiveness is pro- 
nounced by God. — Greenwood. 

He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but 
whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have 
mercy. — Pbov. xxviii. 13. 
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AUGUST II. 



He doeth according to His will in tho army of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth : and 
none can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What doest 
Thou? — Dan. iv. 35. 

O my soul ! why art thou vex'd ? 

Let things go as e'en they will ; 
Though to thee they seem perplex'd, 

Yet His order they fulfil. 

A. H. Franoke. 

Whatever may bo the disappointment of our cher- 
ished hopes, whatever expectations of private happi- 
ness have been destroyed, whatever plans of usefulness 
defeated, whatever longings for the triumph of truth 
disappointed, whatever clouds may seem to overhang 
the future, let us rejoice that the Lord reigneth. — 
Thomas Hill. 

And I heard as it were the voice of a great multi- 
tude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the 
voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the 
Lord God omnipotent reigneth : let us be glad and 
joke, and give honor to Him. — Rev. xix. 6, 7. 
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AUGUST 12. 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of 
angels, and have not charity, I am become as sound- 
ing brass, or a tinkling cymbal. — 1 Cor. xiii. 1. 

Though one speak with angel tongues 
Bravest words of strength and fire, 
If no love his heart inspire, 

They are but as fleeting songs; 

All his eloquence shall pass 

As the noise of sounding brass. 

Ernst Langb. 

And let it be the twofold charity which is not only 
ready to spread its mantle over a multitude of errors 
and sins, but is also active in doing good to all as it 
has opportunity. — E. B. Hall. 

41 In this pure, universal charity there is nothing 
fitful or intermittent, nothing that comes and goes in 
showers and gleams and sunbursts. Its springs are 
deep and constant, its rising is like that of a mighty 
river, its very overflow calm and steady, leaving life 
and fertility behind it." 

Follow after charity.— 1 Cob. xiv. 1. 
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AUGUST 13. 



But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid 
them not, to come unto me : for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven. — Matt. xix. 14. 

We may be assured that he who never spake with- 
out an earnest meaning meant something by this 
declaration, — something which it is worth our while to 
study, and which will reward the profoundest atten- 
tion we may bestow upon it — F urn ess. 

Spirit of Childhood ! loved of God, 
By Jesus* spirit now bestowed ; 
How often have I longed for thee ! 
O Jesus, form thyself in me ! 

And help me to become a child 
While jet on earth, meek, undefiled; 
That I may find God always near, 
And Paradise around me here. 

Tbrstbbgmt. 

Be ye therefore followers of God as dear children. — 
Eph. v. 1. 



AUGUST 14. 



What shall I render unto the Lord for all His bene- 
fits toward me? I will offer to Thee the sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the 
Lord. — Ps. cxvi. 12, 17. 

Blessed be Thy name for ever, 

Thou of life the guard and giver! 

Thou who slumberest not nor sleepest, 

Blest are they Thou kindly keepest! 

God of stillness and of motion, 

Of the rainbow and the ocean, 

Of the mountain, rock, and river, 

Blessed be Thy name for ever. 

Hogs. 

They are blessed moments when my spirit can thus 
rejoice in my God. They give me a foretaste of that 
time when all shall be joy unspeakable, and when 
praise will be the atmosphere of the soul. — H. 
Moore. 

Bless the Lord, all His works in all places of His 
dominion: bless the Lord, my soul. — Ps. ciii. 22. 
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AUGUST 15. 

Be ye therefore perfect, even as jour Father which 
h in heaven is perfect. — Matt. v. 48. 

Christianity calls us to " be perfect, as our Father in 
heaven is perfect; " and everywhere, in the sublimity 
of its precepts, it implies and recognizes the sublime 
capacities of the being to whom they are addressed. — 
Channlng. 

Unto all Thyself impart, 
Fashioned after Thine own heart. 
Make Thy children like to Thee; 
Humble, pure, and calm and still, 
Loving, single, as Thy will 
And as Thou would'st have them be. 

TttRSTKEOKir. 

Not in liberating nations, not in saving worlds, does 

our work consist, but in living to be perfect, as God is 

perfect, in unwearied activity, in humbly walking 

before God. By making these attributes our own, w« 

»ecome the children of the Highest. — Furness. 

Be ye holy: for I am holy. — 1 Pet. i. 16. 



AUGUST 16. 

I will lift np mine eyes unto the hills, from whence 
cometh my help. — Ps. cxxi. 1. 

Infinite toil would not enable you to sweep away a 
mist; but, by ascending a little, you may often look 
over it altogether. So it is with our moral improve- 
ment: we wrestle fiercely with a vicious habit which 
would have no hold upon us if we ascended into a 
higher moral atmosphere. It is by adding to our good 
purposes, and nourishing the affections that are rightly 
placed, that we shall best be able to combat the bad 
ones. — Arthur Helps. 

Up, then, upwards ! seek thou only 
For the things that are above; 

Sin thou hatest, earth is lonely : 
Rise to Him whom thou dost love. 

J. C. SonADi. 

Go up beyond time and space into the realm of pure 
truth, into the kingdom of Jesus, the divine and lowly, 
into the light that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day. — E. B. Hall. 

The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and 
the little hills, by righteousness. — Ps. lxxii. 3. 
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AUGUST 17. 

I am Thine, save me ; for I have sought Thy pre- 
cepts. — Pa. cxix. 94. 

" Give, oh give the holy feeling 
That will keep me always Thine! 
Peace and tender love revealing, 
Make these gifts for ever mine." 

I do not know when or how it may please God to 
give you the quiet of mind that you need ; but I tell 
you I believe that it is to be had, and, in the mean 
time, you must go on doing your work, trusting in God 
even for this. Tell Him to look at your sorrow, ask 
Him to come and set it right, making the joy go up 
in your heart by His presence. — Gkouge Mac- 
Donald. 

Could we but lead a strictly filial life, could we 
walk, as Jesus did, ever in the felt presence of our 
Father, how would the Spirit thus given us sustain us 
in trial and comfort us in sorrow, quench the terror of 
the grave, and make death an angel of light! — A. P. 
Peabody. 

My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped: there- 
fore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song 
will I praise Him. — Ps. xxviii. 7. 
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AUGUST 18. 

Thou art not far from the kingdom of God. — Mab* 
kii.34. 

How far from here to heaven ? 

Not very far, my friend, 
A single hearty step 

Will all thy journey end. 
Hold there ! where runnest thou ? 

Know heaven is in thee ! 
Seekest thou for God elsewhere 

His face thou' It never see. 

Angelub Silesius. 

The kingdom of God is within us. In the latency 
of every soul there lurks, among the things it loves and 
venerates, some earnest and salient point, whence a 
divine life may be begun and radiate. . . . But, 
wherever the Deity dwelleth within us, He will be 
nnfelt and a stranger to us till we abandon ourselves 
to the duties and aspirations which we feel to be His 
voice. — Mabtixkau. 

The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. — 
Bom. xiv. 17. 
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AUGUST 19. 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not — Isa. xxxv. 4. 



»♦ 



Kings unto God, we may not doubt our power; 

We may not languish when he says, " Be strong: 
We must move on through every adverse hoar. 

And take possession as we pass along. 

ye tbat faint and die, arise and live ! 

Sing, ye that all things have a charge to bless: 
If He is faithful who has sworn to give, 

Then be ye also faithful to possess. 

Anna L. Waring. 

To us comes the command, be ' ' faithful unto death,' * 
faithful to the claims of duty, and to opportunities of 
usefulness, faithful to Christ and to God. Fidelity! 
It is itself an ennobling sentiment. Fidelity to stand 
steadfast in the truth, — fidelity, whatever the sacrifice 
of self-denial, — this is what the lives of saints and 
martyrs teach us. — Ephraim Pbabodt. 

Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life. — Rev. ii. 10. 
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AUGUST 20. 

He giveth power to the faint; and to them that have 
no might he increaseth strength. — Isa. xl. 29. 

Show me, if I tempted be, 
How to find all strength in Thee, 
And a perfect triumph win 
Over every bosom sin. 

Keep my feet from secret snares, 
Keep mine eyes, O God ! from tears. 
Every step Thy love attend, 
And my soul from death defend 1 

FuRincss. 

And let it be remembered that this divine aid if 
really help. It does not supersede human exertion, 
but helps to make it effective. It does not overbear 
the human faculties, but invigorates them. The 
human soul lives in the midst of heavenly help. — 
Ephraim Peabodt. 

Thou hast delivered my soul from death : wilt not 
Thou deliver my # feet from falling, that I may walk 
before God in the light of the living? — Ps. lvi. 13. 
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AUGUST 21. 

Let there be no strife, 1 pray thee, between me and 
thee. — Gen. xiii. 8. 

Blest are the sons of peace, 
'Whose hearts and hopes are one ; 

Whose kind designs to serve and please 
Through all their actions run. 

Watts. 

To learn to bear and forbear, to prefer to lose the 
argument rather than the temper, to be willing to 
suffer 'a great wrong rather than do the least wrong, 
to give way to the unfortunate temper of others rathei 
than to gain a point at the cost of a war of words, — 
a few such plain habits would prevent a world of 
trouble, and spread joy and happiness through scenes 
where every blessing may be poisoned by the corro- 
sion of imbittered feelings. — A. A. Livermore. 

Still in thy right hand carry gentle peace, 

To silence envious tongues. 

Shakspeark. 

For where envying and strife is, there is confusion 
and every evil work. And the fruit of righteousness 
is sown in peace of them that make peace. — Jab. iii. 
16, 18. 
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AUGUST 22. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: He 
leadeth me beside the still waters. — Ps. xxiii. 2. 

These are the simple expressions of the serene joy 
of David in the moment when God had lifted him 
above his sorrow into the region of pure trust. It is 
thus that God concentrates joy for the weary heart. 
That which is spread for the happy on a large surface 
is poured by God in its quintessence into a day or an 
hour for the suffering. — S. A. Brooke. 

Lo, my Shepherd's hand divine ! 
Want shall never more be mine. 
In a pasture fair and large, 
He shall feed His happy charge; 
And my couch, with tenderest care, 
'Mid the springing grass prepare. 

Mbbbiox. 

I will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the 
high mountains of Israel shall their fold be: there 
shall they Ue in a good fold, and in a fat pasture shall 
they feed upon the mountains of Israel. — Ezkk. 
rxxiv. 14. 
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AUGUST 23. 

Thus saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, the Holy One 
•f Israel : I am the Lord thy God, . . which leadeth thee 
by the way that thou shouldest go. — Isa. xlviii. 17. 

41 He leadeth me! Oh, blessed thought! 
Oh, words with heavenly comfort fraught! 
Whate'er I do, where'er I be, 
Still 'tis God's hand that leadeth mo. 

Lord, I would clasp Thy hand in mine, 
Nor ever murmur or repine ; 
Content, whatever lot I see, 
Since 'tis my God that leadeth me.'* 

'Does He bless us with prosperity and gladness? 
It is to lead us to anticipate an unspeakably richer 
happiness in heaven. Does He send us sorrow? 
* Our light affliction which is but for a moment 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.* Every path along which the Lord 
leads His people terarr.ates in the kingdom.'* 

If 1 take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the 
uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall Thy hand 
lead me. — Ps. cxxxix. 9, 10. 
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AUGUST 24. 

For they shall see eye to eye, when the Lord shall 
bring again Zion. — Isa. lii. 8. 

I know not, oh I know not, 
What social joys are there, 
What pure, unfading glory, 
What light beyond compare ! 
And when I fain would sing them, 
My spirit fails and faints, 
And vainly strives to image 
The assembly of the saints. 

8aint Bernard. 

How honorable the company, how blessed the soci- 
ety, where are all the wise and good and happy and 
Immortal ! Compared with this, what are the dearest 
friendships of mortality? . . . There, too, in righteous- 
ness shall we see God, and be for ever satisfied with 
His likeness. — Samuel Clarke. 

For now we see through a glass darkly ; but then 
face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known. — 1 Cor. xiii. 12. 
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AUGUST 25. 

It is good for me that I have been afflicted ; that 1 
might learn Thy statutes. — Ps. cxix. 71. 

Yet e'en the greatest griefs 
May be reliefs, 
Could we but take them right, and in their ways. 
Happie is he whose heart 
Hath found the art 
To turn his double pains to double praise. 

George Herbert. 

For it is very possible to suffer many and great 
griefs, and yet not to feel thoroughly unhappy in con- 
sequence ; but rather to find our moral and intellect- 
ual nature so purified and exalted thereby that we 
would not wish to change this feeling for any other 
William Humboldt. 

" The sorrow which God appoints is purifying and 
ennobling, and contains within it a serious joy. Our 
Father saw that disappointment and separation were 
necessary, and He has made them holy and elevat- 
ing." 

Before I was afflicted I went astray; but now have 
I kept Thy word. — Ps. cxix. 67. 
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AUGUST 26. 

And they tempted God in their heart, by asking 
meat for their delight. — Ps. lxxviii. 18 (Noyes't 
Translation). 

Great things ask for when thou dost pray, 
And those great are which ne'er decay. 
Pray not for silver, rust eats this; 
Ask not for gold, which metall is; 
Nor yet for houses, which are here 
But earth : such tows ne'er reach God's eare. 

Hkbriok. 

But covet earnestly the best gifts. — 1 Cob. xii. 31. 

Am I angry with another? Let my prayer arise, 
" Forgive me my trespasses as I forgive others.'* Am 
I tempted to indulge any bad passion, or doubting 
concerning any dispositions or conduct? Let me 
remember that the eye of God is upon me, and seek 
from Him grace and guidance. Am I sensible of 
having spoken rashly or acted unkindly? Let me 
ask God to guard me in future temptations. — Joseph 

TUCKEBMAX. 

For the eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and 
His ears are open unto their prayers. — 1 Pet. iii. 12* 
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AUGUST 27. 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind. — Luke x. 27. 

My soul seeks happiness, and finds it, where alone 
it is to be found, in the fulness of my God. My soul 
looks upward to its God; it sees His perfections; it 
loves, and is happy. It looks over the face of Nature ; 
it sees everywhere the manifestations of its God; it 
loves, and is happy. We should love God supremely, 
because He is infinitely lovely. — S. Judd. 

Not that in heaven my home may be. 
Not lest I die eternally; 
Not from the hope of joys above me, 
Not even as Thou Thyself didst love me; 
So love 1, and ever will love Thee, 
Surely because my King art Thou, 
My God, for evermore as now. 

Fbanois 



Thou art my King, O God. — Ps. xliv. 4. 

O love the Lord, all ye His saints. — Ps. xxxL 28. 
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AUGUST 28. 

Ye have received the spirit of adoption, whereby 
cry, Abba, Father. — Rom. viii. 15. 

Father! In this one word what consoling, strength- 
ening, ennobling truth is wrapped up ! In this single 
view of God, how much is there to bind us to .Him 
with strong, indissoluble, ever-growing love, and to 
make worship not only our chief duty, but our high- 
est privilege and joy ! The Father ! Can it be that 
"the High and Holy One who inhabiteth eternity,' 1 
u the Lord of heaven and earth," bears to us this rela- 
tion, reveals Himself under this name, and that we, so 
weak and erring, may approach Him with the hope of 
children ? — Changing. 

My God, my Father, — blissful name ! 

Oh may I call Thee mine! 
May I with sweet assurance claim 

A portion so divine ! 

Mrs. Steklb. 

But now, Q Lord, Thou art our Father; we are th« 
clay and Thou our potter: and we all are the work of 
Thy hand. — Isa. briv. 8. 
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AUGUST 29. 

They helped every one his neighbor, and ever/ one 
said to his brother, Be of good courage. So the car- 
penter encouraged the goldsmith, and he that smooth* 
eth with the hammer, him that smote the anvil. — Isa. 
xli. 6, 7. 

A blind man and a lame man meeting upon the 
way, the lame man said, If thou wilt be feet unto me, 
then I will be eyes unto thee; so the blind man carry- 
ing the lame, and the lame guiding ti« blind, ooth 
arrived at their journeys' end in a good hour. — 

iE80P. 

Be thou, from love to the Lord, a faithful helper to 
His children. Become feet to the lame, eyes to the 
blind, the counsellor and father of the orphan. — 
Krummacher. 

" Help us to help each other, Lord 
Each other's cross to bear; 
Let each his friendly aid afford, 
And feel his brother's care." 

And he said, If the Syrians be too strong for me, 
then thou shalt help me : but if the children of Ammon 
be too strong for thee, then I will come and help 
thee. —2 Sam. x. 11. 
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AUGUST 30. 

I must work the works of Him that sent me, while 
it is day : the night cometh when no man can work. — 
John ix. 4. 

Let the day's work be done as its hours are passing. 
Let it have something of completeness in it. Let not 
the opportunity that is so fleeting, and yet so full, pass 
neglected away. — N. L. Froth in oh am. 

What shall I do to gain eternal life V 

Discharge aright 
The simple dues with which each day is rife, — 

Yea, with thy might. 
Ere perfect scheme of action Thou devise, 

Will life be fled; 
While he who ever acts as conscience cries 

Shall live, though dead. 

Schiller. 

Do that which is assigned thee, and thou canst not 
hope too much or dare too much. — Emerson. 

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might. — Eccles. ix. 10. 
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AUGUST 31. 



Sing unto the Lord with thanksgiving. . . . Who 
eovereth the heaven with clouds, who prepareth rain 
for the earth, who maketh grass to grow upon the 
mountains. He giveth to the beast his food, and to 
the young ravens which cry. — Ps. cxlvii. 7, 8, 9. 

Oh may this bounteous God 
Through all our life be near us ' 

With ever joyful hearts 
And blessed peace to cheer us ; 

And keep us in His grace, 
And guide us when perplex' d, 

And free us from all ills 
In this world and the next. 

Martin Rinckart 

God is all to thee ; if thou be hungry, He is bread ; 
if thirsty, He is water; if in darkness, He is light; if 
naked, He is a robe of immortality. — St. Augustine. 

Trust . . in the living God, who giveth us richly all 
things to enjoy* — 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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SEPTEMBER I. 

Lay hold on eternal life. — 1 Tim. vi. 12. 

Life eternal ! How shall I express ray thought of 
it? It is not mere existence, however prolonged and 
free from annoyances. It is not the pleasure of the 
senses, however vivid. It is not peace. It is not hap- 
piness. It is not joy. But it is all these combined into 
Dne condition of spiritual perfection, — one emotion of 
indescribable rapture, — the peace after the storm has 
gone by, the soft repose after the grief is over, the 
joy of victory when the conflict is ended. — Alonzo 
Hill. 

Here faith is ours, and heavenly hope, 

And grace to lead us higher; 

But there are perfectness and peace 

Beyond our best desire. 

C F. Alexander. 

It is that blessedness, that fulness of satisfaction 
which Jesus felt when he rejoiced in spirit, and with 
tender, uplifting accents bade his disciples be glad 
because their names were written in heaven. — 
Alonzo Hill. 

And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall 
never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 

hand. — John x. 28. 
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SEPTEMBER 2. 

Obey my voice, . . . according to all which I com- 
mand you: so shall ye be my people, and I will bo 
your God. — Jbr. xi. 4. 

Be docile to thine unseen Guide, 

Love Him as He loves thee ; 

Time and obedience are enough, 

And thou a saint shalt be ! 

Faber. 

He guides us where we dread to go ; but we find, 
as we move on, new energies of character, new strength 
to do, to bear, and overcome called forth. If we are 
only faithful, every change and trial and cross will 
make us better, will render us more and more what in 
our best moments we wish and pray that we may 
become. — A. P. Peabody. 

We must fulfil law to our utmost endeavor, belore 
the fulness of time comes for the higher revelation : 
unless we are faithful subjects we can never became 
free children. — Studies in Religion. 

And we are his witnesses of these things; and so la 
also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them 
that obey Him. — Acts v. 32. 
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SEPTEMBER 3. 

Mine eye also is dim by reason of sorrow. — Job 
xvii. 7. 

" There are briers besetting every path 

Which call for patient care; 
There is a cross in every lot, 

And an earnest need for prayer: 
But a lonely heart that leans on God 

Is happy anywhere." 

Thorns spring up in the various paths of all our 
lives. We cannot avoid them, nor prevent many of 
them from severely wounding us. But let us be com- 
forted — yea, let us be thankful — to know that we 
may weave them into crowns, if we bear them in 
Christ's cause and rejoice in them for his sake. — 
Greenwood. 

If you have any trial which seems intolerable, pray. 
. . . These implacable demons turn to smiling angels 
when we cast our care on God, and surrender our will 
to His will. — J. F. Clarke. 

Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. — Jab. 
v. 13. 
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SEPTEMBER 4. 

Lord, lift Thou up the light of Thj r countenance 
upon us. — Ps. iv. 6. 

" O Sun of Righteousness ! so lift up upon us Thy 
light that our mists may vanish, that the darkness of 
our minds may be illumined, that the glories of the 
invisible world may be revealed to the eye of faith." 

Our eyes may rain, yet shineth clear 

The brightness of Thy face ; 
Our hearts may faint, yet still is near 
• Our mighty God of grace. 



Lord, do I seem forsaken ? 

Lord, do I miss Thy smile ? 
Dimness these eyes hath taken, 

Thou shinest all the while. 

Though earth-born mists may veil Thee, 

Sweet Sun, Thou hast n^t set: 

Again these eyes shall hail Thee. 

And I shall praise Thee yet. 

T. H. Gill. 

Thy sun shall no more go down : neither shall thy 
moon withdraw itself: for the Lord shall be thine 
everlasting light. — Isa. lx. 20. 
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SEPTEMBER 5. 



Pray for us unto the Lord thy God, . . . that the 
Lord thy God may show us the way wherein we mav 
walk. — Jer. xlii. 2, 3. 

Unless Thou show to us Thy own true way 

No man can find it: Father, Thou must lead. 

Do Thou, then, breathe such thoughts into my mind, 

By which such virtue may in me be bred, 

That in Thy holy footsteps I may tread. 

Michel Angklo. 

4 My Father, may I ever humbly follow in thy way ; 
may I ever trust, with the full assurance of faith, that 
it does lead to Thy heavenly kingdom. It is often 
very narrow and perplexed, and I cannot see where it 
is leading me ; yet, though the guiding light of Thy 
holy word may be half obscured by the mists cf the 
valley, if I fix my eye steadily upon it, it will become 
brighter and brighter; I shall see my way clearly, in 
this seemingly intricate road, and even discern at the 
end of it the entrance to Thy heavenly mansion.** 

Quicken thou me in Thy way. — Ps. cxix. 37. 
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SEPTEMBER 6. 
With Thee is the Fountain of Life. — Ps. xxxvi. 9. 

The true felicity of man in this life and in that 
which is to come is in being inwardly united to the 
Fountain of universal love and bliss. — John Wool- 
man. 

O Thou who keep'st the Key of Love! 
Open Thy Fount, eternal Dove, 
And overflow this heart of mine; 
Enlarging a* it fills with Thee, 
Till in one blaze of charity 

Care and remorse are lost like motes in light divine. 

Kkble. 

Why should' 8 1 thou cry for drink? The fountain is 

in thee; 
Which, so thou stopp'st it not, will flow eternally. 

Angklus Silbsius. 

Each can have what inspiration each will take. — 
Theodore Parker. 

My people have committed two evils: they have 
forsaken me, the Fountain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water. — Jer. ii. 13. 
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SEPTEMBER 7. 



But God meant it unto good. — Gen. 1. 20. 

' Howe'er concealed from us the kind intent, 
The ways of God are all in mercy meant." 

To interpret fully the mysterious dealings of Prov- 
idence, we cannot expect or hope. But we do learn 
chat when the most severe they are sent in love, are 
liidden mercies designed to spiritualize our affections, 
and to draw us into closer fellowship with our Sav- 
iour's sufferings. — A. P. Peabody. 

In Thine all-embracing sight 
Every change its purpose meets; 

Every cloud floats into light, 
Every woe its glory greets. 

Whatsoe'er our lot may be, 
Calmly in this thought we'll rest; 

Could we see as Thou dost see, 
We should choose it as the best. 

Gabkell. 

Hast Thou eyes of flesh? or seest Thou as man 
seeth. — Job x. 4. 
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SEPTEMBER 8. 



Desire spiritual gifts. — 1 Cor. xi v. 1. 

Give me devotion which shall never tire; 
Fix'd contemplation which my love may fire, 
A heavenly tincture in my whole discourse; 
A fervent zeal which may my prayers enforce; 
Of heavenly joys, a sweet foretasting view, 
That X on earth may only heaven pursue ! 

Bishop Kbw. 

Man is glorious and happy not by what he has, but 
by what he is. He can receive nothing better or 
nobler than the unfolding of his own spiritual nature. 
Channing. 

A root set in the finest soil and the best climate, 
and blessed with all that sun, air, and rain can do for 
it, is not in so sure a way of its growth to perfection 
as every man may be who aspires after that which 
God is ready and infinitely desirous to give him. — 
Law (Spirit of Prayer). 

Delight thyself in the Lord; and He shall give thee 
the desires of thy heart. — Pa. xxxvii. 4. 
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SEPTEMBER 9. 

And every man that hath this hope in Himpurineth 
himself even as He is pure. — 1 John iii. 3. 

By two wings a man is lifted up from things earthly ; 
namely, by simplicity and purity. Simplicity doth 
tend toward God; purity doth apprehend and (as it 
were) taste Him. — - Thomas a Kempis. 

* Oh make me pure ! 
Clothe Thou my soul in spotless white, 
That my acceptance in Thy sight 
Be always sure. 

Let me be one 
Of all the sinless company 
That round Thy throne hosannahs sing 

Through Christ Thy Son." 

Lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, 
of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, 
stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed 
with white robes, and palms in their hands ; and cried 
with a loud voice, saying, Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. — Rev. 
vii. 9, 10. 
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SEPTEMBER 10. 

Thou bast beset me behind and before, and laid 
Thy hand upon me. — Ps. cxxxix. 5. 

If forth I march, Thou goest before, 
If back I turn, Thou comest behind; 

So forth nor back 

Thy guard I lack ; 
Nay, on me too Thy hand I find: 
Well I thy wisdom may adore, 
But never reach with earthly mind. 

Sidney. 

I can never be alone in the world, for the world 
itself is the presence of God to my mind and heart. 
Wherever I turn my feet, wherever I turn my thought, 
[ encounter the besetting God. The morning comes, 
He floods me with His light; in the evening the 
heavens are all eyes, through which He gazes as a 
pitying Father on His child. Every process in nature 
is the going forth of the Everlasting on His messages 
of love, and every event in my experience is a mes- 
sage of love fulfilled in me. — F. H. Hedge. 

Glory and honor are in His presence ; strength and 
gladness are in His place. — 1 Chron. xvi. 27. 
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SEPTEMBER l|. 



Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, lo there! for 
heboid, the kingdom of God is within yon. — Lukf 
xvii. 21. 

Look not to some cloudy mansion, 

'Mong the planets, far away; 
Trust not to the distant future, 

Let thy heaven begin to-day. 

When thy struggling soul hath conquered, 
When the path lies fair and clear, 

When thou art prepared for heaven, 
Thou wilt find that heaven is here. 

Harriet Winslow. 

To do heaven's work, do the nearest duty. To feel 
heaven's joy, love your human brother. To know 
heaven 1 s truth, submit it to the Divine Will. To 
reach heaven's height, build no tower of human mech- 
anism, but live a heavenly life. — C. A. Humphreys. 

For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost— 
Rom. xiv. 17. 
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SEPTEMBER 12. 



I meditate on all Thv works: I muse on the woik 
of Thy hands. — Ps. cxlili. 5. 

Lord, Thou art here ; for all around 

Thy handy works I see, 

And every sound that greets my ear 

Doth speak to me of Thee. 

M. L. B. 

We cannot be in this state of vision all the time, 
ever above the world. We must go down into the 
world. Oh that we could go down, not disobedient 
to the heavenly vision, ordering our behavior accord- 
ing to all that God has shown to the eye of ov 
mind I — C. A. Bartol. 

'* I've seen Thy glory and Thy power 
Through all Thy temples shine; 
My God, repeat that heavenly hour. 
That vision so divine ! " 

I stretch forth my hands unto Thee: my soul thiret- 
eth after Thee, as a thirsty land. — Ps. cxliii. 6. 
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SEPTEMBER 1 3. 

He that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, 
bat shall have the light of life. — John viii. 12. 

Who goeth in the way which Christ hath gone 
Is much more sure to meet with him than one 

That travelleth by-ways. 
Perhaps my Ix>rd, though he be farre before, 
May turn, and take me by the hand, and more 

May strengthen my decays. 

George Herbert. 

With him thread the city, sail the sea, pierce the 
wilderness, climb the mountain, watch in the garden ; 
and in his companionship you will love him, and your 
love of him will be the power of salvation to your own 
souls. — C A. Bartol. 

Look up to the illustrious Son of God, with the con- 
viction that you may become one with him in thought, 
in feeling, in power, in holiness. His character will 
become a blessing, just as far as it shall awaken in 
you this, consciousness, this hope. — Channing. 

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus, the 
Lord, so walk ye in him. — Col. ii. 6. 
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SEPTEMBER 14. 

Out of the depths hare I cried onto Thee, O Lord. — 
Ps. cxxx. 1. 

It is from out the depths of our humility that the 
height of our destiny looks grandest. Let me truly 
feel that in myself I am nothing, and at once, through 
every inlet of my soul. God comes in, and is every 
thing in me. — Moujjtford. 

And yet not without striving of soul and patient 
waiting, with trust in the Lord, shall that work be 
performed. None shall climb the height where stand 
the redeemed otherwise than did those who have gone 
before. . Each follower of Christ must pass oyer 
Cilvary. — C. T. C 

Out of the deepest depths I cried. 

Lord, remember me ! 

My Lord in accents sweet replied, 

1 will remember thee. 

I'll raise thee to the heights above. 

I'll guide thee all the way, 

I'll keep thee with a Father's love, 

I'll be thy help and stay. 

M. L. B. 

In my distress I cried unto the Lord, and He heard 
me. — Ps. cxx. 1. 
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SEPTEMBER 15. 

Arise ye, and depart; for this is not jour rest" 
Micah ii. 10. 

I thank Thee, Lord, that here our souls, 

Though amply blest, 
Can never find, although they seek, 

A perfect rest, 

Nor ever shall until they lean 

On Jesus* breast. 

A. A. Proctor. 

** The dead in Christ repose in guarded rest.*' 

Arouse, angel within me ! Shake from thy pin- 
ions the dusty coatings of earth. Start thee on thy 
celestial flight. Falter not, till thou shalt rest, serene, 
secure, and blest, in the highest heaven of truth, love, 
and God. . . . What wait we for more ? Simply that 
this body, that invests us like a drapery of mist, may 
dissolve and melt away. So shall we come to the 
nndimmed visions of eternal glories. — S. Judd. 

Let us therefore fear, lest a promise being left us of 
entering into His rest, any of you should seem to com* 
short of it. — Heb. iv. 1. 
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SEPTEMBER 16. 

Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in 
his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in hia 
might, let not the rich man glory in his riches. 
For riches certainly make themselves wings; they fly 
away as an eagle toward heaven. — Jer. ix. 23; 
Pbov. xxiii. 5. 

The rich man in his wealth confides, 
But in my God my trust abides: 

Laugh as ye, will, I hold 
This one thing fast, that He hath taught, — 
Who trusts in God shall want for naught. 

Hans Saoh. 

Glory not in wealth if thou have it; but in God, who 
giveth all things, and, above all, desireth to give 
thee Himself. — Thomas a Kkmpis. 

At such seasons, when every thing seems frail and 
fluctuating, and there is nothing earthly on which we 
can rely or calculate, we do need an unchangeable 
point of support. We need the unslumbering eye, the 
undying love, of the Almighty. — A. P. Peabodt. 

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they 

be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but 

in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to 

enjoy. — 1 Tim. vi. 17. 
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SEPTEMBER 17. 

Beloved, think it not strange, concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inasmuch as ye 
are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his 
glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with 
exceeding joy. — 1 Pet. iv. 12, 13. 

From God's glances shrink thou never, meet them 
ever; 
Who submits him to His grace 
Finds that earth no sunshine knoweth such as glow- 
eth 
O'er his pathway all his days. 

Round the gifts He on thee showers, fiery towers 

Will He set; be not afraid: 

Thou shalt dwell 'mid angel legions, in the regions 

Satan's self dares not invade. 

Von Oakitz. 

"No pain, no path; no thorn, no throne; no cross, 
no crown." 

Blessed is the man that endure th temptation: for 
when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, 
which the Lord hath promised to them that love 
Him — J as. i. 12. 
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SEPTEMBER 18. 

For who hath despised the day of small things V— 
Zbch. iv. 10. 

If on our daily course our mind 
Be set to hallow all we find, 
New treasures still, of countless price, 
God will provide for sacrifice. 

The trivial round, the common task, 

Will furnish all we ought to ask, — 

Room to deny ourselves, a road 

To bring us daily nearer God. 

Kbblk. 

The happening and doing of every day has some- 
what to give us, if we will only recognize its divinity 
and ask its gift. — Miss Clafp. 

No work truly done, no word earnestly spoken, no 
sacrifice freely made, was ever made in vain. Never 
did the cup of cold water, given for Christ's sake, lose 
its reward. — F. W. Robertson. 

And whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a 
disciple, verily I say unto you, he shall in no wise 
lose his reward. — t Matt. x. 42. 
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SEPTEMBER 19. 

But I say onto you which hear, Love your enemies, 
do good to them which hate you, bless them that curse 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you. — 
Luke vi. 27, 28. 

How superior is the man of forbearance and gentle- 
ness to every other man ! ... He is the real conqueror, 
the conqueror of himself. — Dewey. 

How hardly man this lesson learns, — 
To smile and bless the hand that spurns; 
To see the -blow, and feel the pain, 
But render only love again ! 
This spirit not to earth is given: 
One had it, but he came from heaven 
Reviled, rejected, and betrayed, 
No curse he breathed, no plaint he made, 
But, when in death's deep pang he sighed, 
Prayed for his murderers and died. 

James Edmebton. 

Thee said Jesus, Father, forgive them: for they 
know not what they do. — Luke xxiii. 34. 

This is indeed an act of royalty such as the world 
has never witnessed before. — Greenwood. 
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SEPTEMBER 20. 

It ia better to trust in the Lord than to put confi- 
dence in man. It is better to trust in the Lord than 
to put confidence in princes. — Ps. cxviii. 8, 9. 

"Be firm, pious, Christian heart! 
When in sore need and grief thou art, 
In God's great love confiding; 
On Him repose 
Thy foes and woes, 
Yield thee to His wise guiding." 

I do not know when or how it may please God to 
give you the quiet of mind that you need, but I tell 
you that I believe it is to be had ; and in the mean 
time you must go on doing your work, trusting in 
God even for this. ... He will be better pleased if 
your faith keeps you from weeping, and from going 
about your duties mournful. — George MacDonald. 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain 
in the Lord. — 1 Cor. xv. 58. 
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SEPTEMBER 21. 

The morning stars sang together, and all the sons 
of God shouted for joy.— Job xxxviii. 7. 

The morn sends silent music down 

Upon each earthly thing; 
And always, since creation's dawn. 

The stars together sing. 

Oh let our lives, great God, breathe forth 

A constant melody, 
And every action be a tone 

In that sweet hymn to Thee ! 

J. Richardson. 

When the still sound of the heart by holy thoughts, 
and the shrill sound of the tongue by holy words, and 
the loud sound of the hands by pious works, do all 
join together, that is God's concert, and the only 
music wherewith He is affected. — Bakbr. 

And God made the human soul, and He propor- 
tioned its feelings like the strings of a harp; and in 
its better seasons the music it makes is what the 
Father of spirits listens to and loves. — Mountfobd. 

Singing and making melody in y.-ur heart to the 
Lord. — Eph. v. 19. 
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SEPTEMBER 22. 

I fbrgat prosperity. And I said, My strength and 
my hope is perished from the Lord. — Lam. iii. 17, IS. 

" Oh ! wherefore should we do ourselves this wrong, 
Or others, — that we are not always strong; 
That we are ever overborne with care; 
That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or troubled, — when with us is prayer, 
And joy and strength and courage are with Thee ? " 

You are falling every day, and you know it, and 
mourn over it. Then, when there is a hand stretched 
out to you which is mighty to save, will you not grasp 
it? You are weary and weak and miserable; but 
there is a Comforter near, who, if you will only let 
Him, will give you peace and gladness and rest. . . . 
Do not from any imaginary fears of hypocrisy, or any 
childish want of earnestness, refuse God's offered aid. 
E. C. G— d. 

For who is God, save the Lord ? and who is a rock, 
save our God? God is my strength and power: anj 
He maketh my way perfect — 2 Sam. xzii. 32, 31 
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SEPTEMBER 23. 

And he said, I will Dot let Thee go, except Thou 
bless me. — Gen. xxxii. 26. 

Serve God before the world ; let Him not go 
Until thou hast a blessing, then resigne 
The whole unto Him ; and remember who 
Prevailed by wrestling ere the sun did shine; 
Pour oyle upon the stones ; weep for thy sin ; 
Then journey on, and have an eie to heaven. 

Henry Vauohan. 

The relation to God of penitence is craving and 
aspiration; a laying hold of God with thought and 
desire, presaging a closer, more assured and abiding 
union, because a voluntary, not an accidental one. — 
F. H. Hedge. 

Hide Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine 
iniquities. Create in me a clean heart, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away 
from Thy presence; and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 
and uphold me with Thy free spirit. — Ps. li. 9-12 
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SEPTEMBER 24. 

In jour patience possess ye your souls. — Lukb 
xxi. 19. 

Angel of Patience ! sent to calm 
Our feverish brows with cooling palm; 
To lay the storms of hope and fear, 
And reconcile life's smile and tear; 
The throbs of wounded grief to still, 
And make our own our Father's will! 

Whittibb. 

For some the sun is darkened long before mid-day; 
and they, though not without kind reliefs and rich 
blessings, must move on beneath clouds which only 
the resurrection morning will scatter. And these 
darker scenes and portions must be met either in 
ceaseless discontent, murmuring, and distrust, or in 
that spirit of quiet, trustful patience which says, 
"Father, not my will, but Thine, be done ! *' — A. P. 
Pkabodt. 

Beware of murmuring, which is unprofitable.— 
Wisdom of Solomon i. 11. 

Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken 
in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering 
affliction, and of patience. Behold, we count them 
happy which endure. — J as. v. 10, 11. 
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SEPTEMBER 25. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth. — Rbv . 
xxi. 1. 

Hast thou not glimpses in the twilight here 
Of mountains where the immortal morn prevails ? 

Comes there not through the silence to thine ear 
A gentle rustling from the morning gales, 

A murmur wafted from that glorious shore 
Of streams that water banks for ever fair, 

And voices of the loved ones gone before 

More musical in that celestial air? 

Bryaht, 

Whoever will reverence the glimpses of his better 
mind shall find them multiplied; and, even while they 
pass, they may be rich in revelations. — Martineau, 

We have all had the visions; in the pauses of our 
labor, or amid the tasks of diligence, they come to us 
with invitation or rebuke. Do we add to them the 
conscientious logic of Paul, being " not disobedient " 
to them V No question touches so nearly to the heart 
of character. — Bartol. 

Whereupon I was not dis obedient unto the heavenly 
vision. — Paul (Acts xxvi. 19). 
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SEPTEMBER 26. 

Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth 
over. — Ps. xxiii. 5. 

** With blessings unnumbered my cup runneth o'er 
Oh ! what shall I ask of Thy Providence more? " 

No better day can ever rise, 

My cup is running over; 
From east to west I turn my eyes, 

Nor faintest cloud discover. 

My life, this lowly human way, 
Has more than purple splendor; 

And kingly guests come day by day, 
Their kingly gifts to render. 

C. Chesebro. 

"Realize your God through His eternal word in 
nature, and it is not too wild a hope, that on you too, 
in that moment of felt communion, there may come an 
hour of transfiguration, to form an epoch in your life, 
an impulse for the future, a foundation for higher and 
more serious work.'* 

Bless the Lord, my soul, and forget not all Hia 
Ivenefits. — Ps. ciii. 2. 
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SEPTEMBER 27. 

Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth thine hand 
And he stretched it forth; and it was restored whole, 
like as the other. — Matt. xii. 13. 

Is there no encouragement here for the withered 
heart, no duty for the morally torpid, the spiritually 
impotent? Encouragement and duty both; but the 
one only on condition of the other. There is always 
encouragement where there is duty, or the desire and 
effort There is always power where there is faith and 
action. — £. B. Hall. 

Willing obedience, Lord, I yield 

To Thy divine behest; 
To wait Thy will or do Thy work, 

As seemeth to Thee best. 

Strength to my feeble hand impart, 

Fresh zeal in me instil, 

That ready hand and cheerful heart 

May do and love Thy will. 

M . L. B. 

Work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling. For it is God which worketh in you, both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure. — Phil. ii. 12, 13. 
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SEPTEMBER 28. 



If we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 
have fellowship one with another. — 1 John i. 7. 

" Wherever in the world I am, 

In whatsoe'er estate, 
I have a fellowship with hearts 

To keep and cultivate, 
And a work of holy love to do 

For the Lord on whom I wait.** 

God has made all Christians helpers of each other 
mutually dependent upon each other, to the aid of om 
goodness and the comfort of our struggling hearts. . • 
Let us be mutual helpers in the cultivation of all holy 
and pure affections, and in the performance of all kind 
and generous deeds. — Thomas Hill. 

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and 
labor of love which ye have showed towards Hia 
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do 
minister. — Heb. vi. 10. 
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SEPTEMBER 29. 

My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that 
watch for the morning: I say, more than they that 
watch for the morning. — Ps. cxxx. 6. 

The husbandman patiently expecteth the time of 
harvest; the mariner waits with content for wind and 
tide, and the watchman for the dawning of the day. 
So must the faithful learn patience in all their troubles, 
not to make haste, or mourn as men without hope, but 
tarry the Lord's leisure, and He in the fittest season 
will comfort their drooping souls. — Barlow. 

God says, Give me time and trust, and you shall 
not wait in vain. — Cecil. 

Fearest sometimes that thy Father 

Hath forgot? 

Though the clouds around thee gather, 

Doubt Him not; 

Always hath the daylight broken, 

Always hath He ccmfort spoken, 

Better hath He been for years 

Than thy fears. 

S. D. Oabtkr. 

As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I com- 
fort you. — Isa. lxvi. 13. 
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SEPTEMBER 30. 
Judge not, that ye be not judged — Matt. vii. 1. 

V 

There is scarcely an nour :2 the day in which we 
are not pronouncing judgment upon some one. The 
commonest conversation, the pettiest gossip, is full to 
the brim of such judgments. Christ warns us against 
these censures, which, in his full knowledge of human 
life and intercourse, he tells us will rebound on our- 
selves. — Kinloch. 

Judge not: the workings of his brain 
And of his heart thou canst not see; 

What looks to thy dim eyes a stain, 
In God's pure light may only be 

A scar, brought from some well-won field, 

Where thou wouldst only faint and yield. 

A A. Proctor, 

Often by shrewd scrutiny thou judgest to the good 
man* s harm. For it may be his hour of trial, or he 
slumbereth at his post. — Tuppkr. 

Therefore, thou art inexcusable, man, whosoever 
thou art, that judgest: for wherein thou judgest 
another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judg- 
est, doest the same things. — Rom. ii. 1. 
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OCTOBER I. 

Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and purify your 
hearts, ye double-minded. — James iv. 8. 

The great work of purification! never to be com- 
menced too early, never to be continued too late: 
never to be delayed as premature, never to be forgot- 
ten as unnecessary. — Greenwood. 

Immortal man, keep pure 

Thyself, that mystic shrine , 
Let hate of all that's dark endure, 

And love of all divine. 

Let life a holy stream 

Its fountain holy show, 

Reflecting with a softened gleam 

Heaven's purity below. 

Johns. 

A pure heart is more precious in the sight of God 
than aught else on earth. — Tauler. 

Cleanse your hearts and make yourselves at one 
with God; for one glimpse of Him brings the soul 
closer to Him than all the outward works of all Christ- 
endom. — Dionysiub. 

Ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit — 1 Pet. i. 22. 
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OCTOBER 2. 

It is good to be zealously affected always in a good 
thing. — Gal. iv. 18. 

Yes ! let thy zeal be strong, 

Life's purpose to fulfil, 
And work with all thy power 
Thy righteous Father's will: 
So shall thy deeds be truly blest, 
And death conduct to endless rest. 

HUTTOW. 

Paul wrote of " a zeal of God not according to knowl- 
edge." — Rom. x. 2. 

" What a horse is without a rider, or a hot-spurred 
rider without an eye, or a ship in a high wind and 
swelling sail without a rudder, such is zeal without 
knowledge. Knowledge is the eye of the rider, that 
chooseth the best way; the bridle in the hand, to 
moderate the pace; the rudder in the ship, whereby it 
is steered safely. St. Bernard saith, Discretion with- 
out zeal is slow-paced, and zeal without discretion is 
strong-headed; let therefore zeal spur on discretion, 
and discretion rein in zeal." 

Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us that he might 
. . . purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of 
good works. — Titus ii. 13, 14. 
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OCTOBER 3. 

Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the Inst 
of the flesh. For the flesh lasteth against the Spirit, 
and the Spirit against the flesh. — Gal. v. 16, 17. 

44 The world knows no victory to be compared with 
victory over our passions. The struggle of life is 
between the flesh and the spirit, and one or the 
other finally gains the ascendency. Every day and 
every hour of the Christian's life is this contest going 



on." 



44 Strive! endeavor! it profits more 

To fight and fail, than on Time's dull shore 

To sit an idler ever; 
But to him who bares his arm to the strife, 
Firm at his post in the battle of life, 
The victory faileth never. 
Therefore in faith abide," 
Spake a low voice at my side, — 
44 Abide thou and endeavor." 

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and 
I will be his God, and he shall be my son. — Birr. 
7. 
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OCTOBER 4. . 

The Lord will command His loving kindness in the 
day-time, and in the night His song shall be with me. 
Ps. xlii. 8. 

Jesus sail, I am not alone, because the Father is 
with me. — John xvi. 32. 

Oh that every soul might feel the love in which it is 
embosomed, and might send heavenward the blended 
anthem of all its powers and affections, — "Bless the 
Lord, and forget not all His benefits ! " — A. P. Pea- 
body. 

O God within, so close to me 

That every thought is plain ! 
Be Judge, be Friend, be Father still, 

And in Thy heaven reign. 
Thy heaven is mine, my very soul; 

Thy words are sweet and strong; 
They fill my inward silences 

With music and with song. 

W. 0. Gannett. 

How sweet are Thy words unto my taste! yea, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path. — Ps. cxix. 103, 105. 
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OCTOBER 5. 

We beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more 
and more; and that ye study to be quiet — 1 Thess. 
iv. 10, 11. 

Calm me, my God, and keep me calm; 

Let Thine outstretched wing 
Be like the shade of Elim's palm 

Beside her desert spring. 

• ••••• * 

Calm in the hour of buoyant health, 

Calm in the hour of pain, 

Calm in my poverty and wealth. 

Calm in my loss or gain. 

Bonar. 

4 Re that believeth shall not make haste** That 
b, he shall not be in confusion, running hither and 
thither, as one who has no resource. He shall stand 
still, and wait for Divine teaching; not like one who 
is insensible, but like one who in dependent. — Cecii* 

Te ought to be quiet and to do nothing rashly. — 
Acts xix. 36. 

He that believeth shall not make haste. — 1&&. 
xxviii. 16. 
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OCTOBER 6. 

In die way of righteousness is life; and in the path- 
way thereof there is no death. — Pro v. xii. 28. 

The mere lapse of years is not life. To eat and drink 
and sleep; to be exposed to the darkness and the 
light; to pace round in the mill of habit, and turn the 
wheel of wealth; to make reason our book-keeper, and 
turn thought into an implement of trade, — this is not 
life. — Martlneau. 

Life is the thoughts, emotions, acts, of a living being. 
Miss Clapp. 

He most lives 
Who thinks most, feels the noblest, acts the best; 
And he whose heart beats quickest lives the longest: 
Lives in one hour more than in years do some 
Whose fat blood sleeps as it slips along their veins. 
Life is but a means unto an end ; that end, — 
Beginning, mean, and end to all things, — God. 

Bailey. 

See to it that each hour's feelings and thoughts and 
actions are pure and true; then will your life be such. 
Beech br. 

To be spiritually minded is *ife and peace. — Rom. 

Till. 6. 
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OCTOBER 7. 

O Lord, have we waited for Thee; the desire of oar 
soul is to Thy name, and to the remembrance of Thee. 
With my soul have I desired Thee in the night; yea, 
with my spirit within me will I seek Thee early. — 
Isa. xxvi. 8, 9. 

So glows Thy love within this frame 
That, touched with keenest fire, 

My whole soul kindles in the flame 
Of one intense desire: 

To be in Thee, and Thou in me, 

And e'en while yet on earth to be 
Still pressing closer, nigher. 

A. H. FRANOKI. 

However various onr wants may seem, what we all 
need is God. He has given us the earth for our body; 
but He Himself is the soil in which our souls must 
root; the eternal help, the source of succor and all 
supply, the bread of life and the water of life. — 
Beecher. 

O God, Thou art my God; early will I seek Thee: 
my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh longeth for Thee 
in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is. — Pa. 
buiLL 
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OCTOBER 8. 

Thy word have I hid in my heart, that I might not 
sin against Thee. — Ps cxix. 11. 

One sin in the heart hampers all the affections, re- 
strains all good and holy thoughts. How can we love 
God with all the heart while we are breaking His law? 
How can we know the love and peace of God that 
passeth understanding, while our hearts are troubled 
by the remembrance of one, even one sin, to which 
we still in our delusion cling ? — Thomas Hill. 

Lord, I offer at Thy feet 

All I have most dear and sweet. 

Lo ! I keep no secret hoard; 
Try my heart, and, lurks there aught 
False within its inmost thought, 

Take it hence this moment, Lord. 

TJSaBTBEGEN. 

1 said, I will confess my transgressions unto the 
Lord ; and Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. . . . 
Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the 
Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there 
*s no guile. — Ps. xxxii. 5, 1, 2. 
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OCTOBER 9. 

Let no man seek his own pleasure, but the good o * 
others. — 1 Cob. x. 24 (Noyes's Translation). 

And Jesus went about all the cities and villages, 
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gos- 
pel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness, and 
every disease among the people. — Matt. ix. 35. 

Follow with reverent steps the great example 
Of him whose holy work was doing good ; 

So shall the wide earth seem our Father's temple, 
Each loving life a psalm of gratitude. 

Whittieb. 

He that will daily suffer for his duty, nor lay his 
head to rest till he has renounced some ease, embraced 
some hardship, in the service of others and of God, 
shall replenish the fountains of his holiest life; and 
shall find his soul not settling into the fiat and stag- 
nant marsh, but flowing under the most delicious light 
of heaven above, over the gladdest fields of Providence 
below. — J. Martineau. 

Glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh 
good. — Boh. ii. 10. 
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OCTOBER IO. 

"This is the day which the Lord hath made; we 
will rejoice and be glad in it." — Ps. cxviii. 24. 

All things are aurora to the hopeful soul: all scenes, 
all events, all changes. A new day is ever rushing 
up in waves of light and music from below the East* 
ern horizon. The surroundings of affection, of genial 
sympathy, of insight, of foresight, awaken hope, and 
make an auroral and morning atmosphere in the heart. 
Let us trust that we shall find ourselves ever ready to 
look forward to the things before, filled with new ex- 
pectations and new insight, and warmed with larger 
and purer love to God and to all His creatures. — 
James Frkeman Clarke. 

Friend ! we need not rock nor sand, 
Nor storied realm of morning land: 
We lack but open eye and ear 
To find the Orient's marvels here. 
Henceforth my heart shall sigh no more 
For olden time and holier shore ; 
God's love and blessing then and there, 
Are here and now, and everywhere. 

Whittikb. 

And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for tht 
former things are passed away. — Bey. xxi. 1, 4. 
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OCTOBER II. 

Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of 
trheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; 
but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. — John xii. 
24. 

Death is appointed to act, not by extinction, but by 
change ; not by putting an end to being itself, but by 
putting an end to a limited state of being and all the 
troubles which are inseparable from its limitations. • . • 
Death was appointed that it might be 'ost in life.— 
Gbbbnwood. 

So should we live that every hour 
May die as dies the natural flower, — 
A self-reviving thing of power; 

That every thought and every deed 
May hold within itself the seed 
Of future good and future meed; 

Esteeming sorrow whose employ 
Is to develop, not destroy, 
Far better than a barren joy. 

MlLVBS. 

By the sadness of the countenance the heart is made 
better. — Eccles. vii. 3. 
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OCTOBER 12. 

Every branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth [i.e., 
prnneth] it, that it may bring forth more fruit. — Johx 
xv. 2. 

The knife indeed cuts to the quick ; but it is in the 
hand of my Father and your Father, who, because the 
vine has begun to bear fruit, prunes it that it may 
bring forth more fruit. Thus, says our Saviour, will 
it be with you, as the heavenly vine-dresser applies 
the pruning-knife of bereavement and desolation to 
your fearful and anxious spirits. — A. P. Peabodt. 

Although to-day He prunes my twigs with pain, 
Yet doth his blood nourish and warm my root ; 
To-morrow I shall put forth buds again, 
And clothe myself with fruit. 

CHEI8TINA ROSSETTI. 

If your religion does not bring forth fruit in the life, 
all these things [reading the Bible, liking Sunday, and 
being fond of religious conversation] are as worthless 
in the sight of God as is the barren vine in the thought 
of the gardener. — H. W. Beech kr. 

Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much 
fruit. — John xv. 8. 
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OCTOBER 13. 

If ye love me, keep my commandments: and I will 
pray the Father, and He shall give yon another Com- 
forter, that He may abide with you for ever. — Johv 
liv. 15, 16. * 

Abide with me from morn till eve, 

For without Thee I cannot live; 

Abide with me when death is nigh, 

For without Thee- 1 dare not die. 

Keble. 

God is with us. He is not far off. He "may be 
found." We may be far off: He is not. His presence 
is perpetual, universal. He abides and follows after; 
He remains and accompanies. — Huntington. 

Abide with us, that we may feel that our sins are 
forgiven. Abide with us, for we see in the past our 
follies and our faults, and would do wrong no more. 
Abide with us as we lie down to gentle sleep, that it 
may be pleasant and refreshing to us, that pure 
thoughts may keep the portals of our dreams, and 
God's blessing hold watch over us. — E. H. Chapin. 

Hereby we know that He abideth in us, by the 
Spirit which He hath given us. — 1 John Hi. 24. 
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OCTOBER 14. 

Jesus said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up. Then said the Jews, 
Forty and six years was this temple in building, and 
wilt thou rear it up in three days ? But he spake of 
the temple of his body. — John ii. 19, 20, 21. 

Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual 
house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacri- 
fices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. — 1 Pet. ii. 5 

In the elder days of Art, 

Builders wrought with greatest care 
Each minute and unseen part, 

For the Gods see everywhere. 

Let us do our work as well, 

Both the unseen and the seen, 

Make the house where God may dwell 

Beautiful, entire, and clean. 

Longfeixow. 

We are all building a soul-house; yet with what 
different architecture and what various care! - 
Bkechkr. 

Study to show thyself approved unto God, a work' 
man that needeth not to be ashamed. — 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
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OCTOBER 15. 

Why criest thou for thine affliction ? — Jer. xxx. 
15. 

In looking over some of my letters, my spirit stands 
reproved for its sadness. In this working-day world, 
where the bravest have need of all their buoyancy and 
strength, it is sinful to add our sorrow to the common 
load. Blessed are the missionaries of cheerfulness. — 
L. M. Child. 

The pain that affects ourselves only, and not the 
comfort or the interests of the many, let us learn to 
keep in subjection. — Leigh Hunt. 

44 Bury thy sorrow, 

The world has its share; 
Bury it deeply, 
Hide it with care. 

Think of it calmly 

When curtained by night; 
Tell it to Jesus, 

And all will be right." 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he 
opened not his mouth ; he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, 
so he opened not his mouth. — Isa. liii. 7. 
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OCTOBER 16. 



Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead 
indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesoa 
Christ our Lord. — Rom. vi. 11. 

When the soul to sin hath died, 

True and beautiful and sound, 

Then all earth is sanctified, 

Upsprings paradise around. 

Embrsoit. 

It is not worth while to burden ourselves with the 
faults and errors of the past, if we are only steadily 
moving away from them. To be sure, our daily life 
is but a sad pygmy to be born of such vast ideas and 
sublime prayers; but, while we look upon it, it is van- 
ished, and if we are true and free another shadow of 
ourselves is being described around us, more fair and 
comely in its proportions: the deepest thought is tend- 
ing to the strongest act; the most earnest feeling is 
continually moulding to itself the life. — Miss Ciapp- 



But now being made free from sin, and become 
rants to God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and 
the end everlasting life. — Rom. vi. 22. 
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OCTOBER 17. 

So that contrariwise, ye ought rather to forgive him, 
and comfort him. — 2 Cor. ii. 7. 

Are there any of us who can look back on wrong 
and injury done to us by our fellow-men ? This, if 
we were wise, we would not wish to forget. Far more 
noble is it to remember in full, and yet forgive; to 
retain our sensitiveness unimpaired, and yet to take 
the offending brother to our hearts as if he had done 
as no wrong. — A. P. Pkabodt. 

May I tell you why it seems to me a good thing for 
as to remember wrong that has been done us? That 
we may forgive it — Dickens. 

" How beautiful falls 
From human lips that blessed word, * forgive * ! 

It imparts 

Celestial grandeur to the human soul, 
And maketh man an angel." 

And be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 
giving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath 
forgiven you. — Eph. iv. 32. 
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OCTOBER 18. 



The servant of the Lord must not strive; hat be 
gentle unto all men. — 2 Tim. ii. 24. 

44 Speak gently: it is better far 
To role by love than fear; 
Speak gently, let no harsh words mar 
The good we might do here. 

Speak gently : His a little thing 
Dropped in the heart's deep well; 

The good, the joy, which it may bring 
Eternity shall tell." 

4 Speak gently, and with tenderness. In so doing, 
blessings will follow thee; thy heart will be light, and 
joy ever thine attendant. And, what is still better, 
thereby thou shalt lighten the burden of thy fellow- 
man, and cheer the saddened heart by the warm gush 
of thy sympathy." 

With all lowliness and meekness, with long suffer- 
ing, forbearing one another in love. — Eph. iv. 8. 
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OCTOBER 19. 

Labor not to be rich. — Pro v. xxiii. 4. 
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth. — 
Matt. vi. 19. 

"Why need I strive -or sigh for wealth? 

It is enough for me 
That Heaven hath sent me strength and health, 

A spirit glad and free. 
Grateful these blessings to receive, 
I sing my hymn at morn and eve." 

Paul was happy in prison, while Nero was wretched 
in a palace. Haman, after telling his wife and his 
friends of all his promotion and of "the glory of his 
riches," adds, " Yet all this availeth me nothing so 
long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's 
gate." — Esth. v. 13. 

There is that maketh himself rich, yet hath noth- 
ing; there is that maketh himself poor, yet hath great 
riches. — Pro v. xiii. 7. 

Better is the poor that walketh in his uprightness, 
than he that is perverse in his ways, though he bo 
rich. — Prov. zxviii. 6. 
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OCTOBER 20. 



And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that 
men ought always to pray, and not to faint. — Lukje 
xvni. 1. 

Though, in the old law, the priest did not contin- 
ually offer sacrifices unto the Lord, yet fire was con- 
tinually burning upon the altar, and never went out. 
So, though we do not continually offer to God the 
prayers of our lips, yet the fire of devotion and spir- 
itual fervency must continually be burning in out 
hearts, and never go out. — Baker. 

"Nay, but God loves the constant cry; 
He wills the words should never die 
That speak our needs. Prayer pushes prayer 
Up into heaven's sublimer air; 
Around the throne eternally 
They pass and still repass; 
Our whispers are the airs that breathe 
Above the sea of glass." 

The prayer of the upright is His delight. — Pbov 
xt. 8. 
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OCTOBER 21. 



Hold up my goings in Thy paths, that my footstepe 
slip not. — Ps. xvii. 5. 

"My Father, it is dark." — " Child, take my hand, 
Cling close to me, I'll lead thee through the land ; 
Trust my all -seeing care : so shalt thou stand 
'Mid glory bright above." 

** My footsteps seem to slide." — " Child, only raise 
Thine eye to me, then in these slippery ways 
I will hold up thy goings ; thou shalt praise 
Me for each step above." 

" In whom should we trust but in Him from whom, 
and through whom, and to whom are all things? 
When the weak mortal clings with confidence to the 
Omnipotent Immortal, what can he fear? " 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord : 
and He delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he 
shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth 
him with His hand. — Ps. xxxvii. 23, 24. 
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OCTOBER 22 

Let ns draw near with a true heart, in full assurance 
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil con- 
science, and our bodies washed with pure water.— 
Hkb. x. 22. 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, — 

Nearer to Thee ; 
E'en though it be a cross 

That raiseth me, 

Still all my song shall be, 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, — 

Nearer to Thee. 

8. F. Adams. 

Whenever we receive a blessing gratefully, bear a 
trial patiently, or encounter peril or scorn with 
moral courage; whenever we perform a disinterested 
deed ; whenever we lift up the heart in true adoration 
to God, or war against a habit which is strengthening 
itself against our higher principles,-— then the divinity 
is growing within us, and we are ascending towards 
our Author. — Changing. 

Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you 
Jab. iv. 8. 

296 



OCTOBER 23. 



Is it time for you, ye, to dwell in your ceiled 
bouses, and this house lie waste ? — Haggai L 4. 

There are apartments in some souls which were 
once tenanted by taste and love and joy and worship; 
but they are all deserted now, and the rooms are filled 
with earthly and material things. — Beecheb, 

Let us be reminded to repair that house of God 
which is built within us. Let us be sincere and dili- 
gent in this duty, that the sanctuary may be continu- 
ally preserved and beautified, and the Spirit be led to 
take up in it its everlasting rest. — Greenwood. 

" Strong souls and willing hands we need, 
Our temples to repair, 
Remove the gathering dust of yean, 
And show the model fair." < 

And they . • . shall build the old waste places; 
thou shalt raise up the foundations of many genera- 
tions; and thou shalt be called, The repairer of the 
breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in. — Isa. lviii. 
19. 
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OCTOBER 24. 

Lord, Thou wilt ordaiu peace for us. — Iba. xxvi 
12. 

Let there be harmony within; let no clamors of self 
drown the voice which is entitled to authority there ; 
let us set forth on the mission of duty resolved to live 
for it alone, and to march through every peril that 
awaits it, — and in the consciousness of immortal 
power the sense of mortal ill will vanish, and the peace 
of God well-nigh extinguish the sufferings of the 
man. — Martineau. ' 

O God, our Light! to Thee we bow; 
Within all. shadows standest Thou: 
Give deeper calm than night can bring, 
Give sweeter songs than lips can sing. 

Life's tumult we must meet again; 
We cannot at the shrine remain; 
But in the spirit's secret cell 
May hymn and prayer for ever dwell ! 

Samuel Longfellow. 

Te shall have a song, as in the night when a holy 
solemnity is kept; and gladness of heart, as when one 
goeth with a pipe to come into the mountain of the 
Lord, to the Mighty One of Israel. — Isa.. xxz. 29. 
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OCTOBER 25. 



Lead me, O Lord, in Thy righteousness because of 
mine enemies; make Thy way straight before my 
face. — Ps. v. 8. 

Ever lead me, ever guide 
All my wanderings by Thy word ; 
• As Thou hast been, still abide 
My defence, my refuge, Lord ; 
Never safe except with Thee, 
Ever Thou my guardian be. 

Heinrich Albert, 1644. 



In wrestling with temptation, in buffeting the 
of life, in withstanding the assaults of the Devil, the 
spirit cannot gain strength to conquer, unless it re- 
nounces its dependence on itself, and leans on an 
Almighty Arm for its support. — Thomas Hill. 

And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and sat- 
isfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones; and 
thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring 
of water, whose waters fail not — Isa. lviii. 11. 
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OCTOBER 26. 

And it shall come to pass in the day that the Lord 
shall give thee rest from thy sorrow, and from thy 
fear, and from the hard bondage wherein thou wast 
made to serve. — Isa. xiv. 3. 

44 It is to rest from sin 

Which here will still endure, 
The holy place to enter in, 
And be for ever pure. 

It is to rest from pain, 

From grief, from doubt, from fear; 
No sickness, parting, death again, 

Nor any falling tear." 

How sweet, then, must be the rest from foes like 
these ! How holy and happy will be the quiet when 
the doors are shut for ever against such intruders 1 — 
Greenwood. 

44 We grope along faint and blind, crying out be- 
tween our pangs that the way will never end, until 
tome day we reach the golden gateway leading to 
the other country, and find inscribed over its portals 
that blessed word, 4 Rest.* " 

Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest.— 
Heb. iv. 11. 
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OCTOBER 27. 

They offered the daily burnt offerings by number, 
according to the custom, as the duty of every day 
required. — Ezra ill. 4. 

"As the duty of every day requires." That is a 
simple rule. Let it be pondered well. Resolve when 
you awake that it shall be to some faithful purpose, 
and that your renovated powers shall be obedient to 
Him who has renewed them. Let not the opportunity, 
that is so fleeting and yet so full, pass neglected 
away. — Frothingham. 

44 One by one thy duties wait thee, 
Let thy whole strength go to each; 
Let no future dreams elate thee, 
Learn thou first what these can teach. 

Every hour that fleets so slowly 

Has its task to do or bear; 
Luminous the crown, and holy, 

If thou set each gem with care." 

Take no thought how or what ye shall speak, for it 
shall be given you in that same hour what ye shall 
speak — Matt. x. 19. 
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OCTOBER 28. 

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto 
him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and before 
thee. — Luke xv. 18. 

A noble-hearted person wishes always, when con- 
vinced of error or evil, to manifest in some outward 
way, either by word or action, this consciousness. It 
is not enough that he feels convinced, he wishes to 
express that conviction, or, as we say, to unburden 
himself. He must do something to show his change 
of conviction or of feeling. — J. F. Clarke. 

" Unless I know my Fafner knows 

The worst that I have done, 
How can I bear the love He shows, 
How take the gifts that love bestows 

On such a guilty one ? 

My Father! lo, all doubting dies! 

I know that Thou canst see; 
Outspread before Thy glorious eyes 
My present, past, and future lies, 

And yet Thou lovest me." 

But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw 
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his 
neck, and kissed him. — Lukr xv. 20. 
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OCTOBER 29. 



Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. — Matt. xvi. 24. 

In a world where duty and inclination should per- 
fectly agree, we should indeed never err, but the living 
power of virtue could not be developed. Do not com- 
plain, then, of life's trials. Through these you may 
gain incomparably higher good than indulgence and 
ease. — Channing. 

" Take up thy cross: 
Then shalt thou find the burden light, 
The path made straight, the way all bright, 
Thy warfare cease. 
So shalt thou win thy crown, 
At last thy life lay down 
In perfect peace." 

And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after 
me, is not worthy of me. — Matt. x. 38. 
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OCTOBER 30. 

Follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with 
them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart.— 2 
Tim. ii. 22. 

Grant us, Lord, who cry to Thee, 
Steadfast in the faith to be; 
Give Thy gifts of charity. 

May we live in holiness, 
And in death find happiness, 
And abide with Thee in bliss . 

Robert of Franok. 

Faith, hope, charity, their gifts sealed by a con- 
science void of offence, — it is by these things that 
men live ; in these alone is the life of the soul. Such 
are the Heaven-appointed means of life and growth 
within the reach of all of us. — A. P. Peabody. 

44 Now abideth faith, hope, love, these three : but 
the greatest of these is love: " 1 for love is the seraph, 
and faith and hope are but the wings by which it 
flirts. — H. W. Bkkcher. 

i 1 Cor. xiii. 18. 
804 



OCTOBER 31. 



As 8 drop of water unto the sea, and a gravel stone 
in comparison of the sand, so are a thousand years to 
the days of eternity. — Ecclus. xviii. 10. 

Eternity! Eternity! 

How long art thou, Eternity ! 

Who ponders oft on thee is wise; 

All fleshly lusts will he despise ; 

The world finds place with him no more. 

The love of vain delights is o'er: 

Ponder, O man, Eternity ! 

Wulffbb (1648) 

Eternity is not in adding years to years, or ages to 
ages. Though you add millions to millions, you have 
*• time" still and only. Eternity does not hold in 
indefinite duration. It is in spiritual quality and con- 
dition. It is where love, holiness, truth, are. Their 
life in the breast is life eternal. Their absence is eter- 
nal death. — L. G. W. 

He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal. — John iv. 36. 
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NOVEMBER I. 

Now therefore j r e are no more strangers and for- 
eigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints, and of the 
household of God. — Eph. ii. 19. 

Not only are they to be reckoned among the saints, 
the fires of whose martyrdom are the guilt and glory 
of the earth, but the multitudes, obscure and unknown, 
who have practised justice and truth, who have hon- 
ored God in unnoticed virtues, and have bowed to 
His will, trustful and believing, in their trials. — £• 
Pea body. 

The Past yet lives in all its truth, O God ! 
Where Thy great spirit speaks for us to hear; 
Where holy souls their lofty witness bear, 
And, by their glory, make our course more clear. 
That such as these have trod the world's steep path, 
Wresting from sin its strength, from wrong its throne, 
In every age and clime the leaders true 
By whom the way of life to man is shown, 
We, with our spirits waked to higher aims, 
Would thank Thee, holy Father of our souls; 
Taking to heart the prophesy of might 
That from their burning deeds for ever rolls. 

F. P. Appletoh. 

Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His 

saints. — Ps. cxvi. 15. 
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NOVEMBER 2. 

All souls are mine. — Ezek. xviii. 4. 

All souls belong to God. He will take care of 
what is His: He will leave no child orphaned. 

Thus, if we are Christians, we shall love all souls; 
calling no man common or unclean ; believing in the 
brotherhood and sisterhood of the race ; finding some- 
thing good in every one, — a vital seed of nobleness 
a the most deadened bosom; and, in thus loving other 
souls, our own souls will be blessed. — Jambs Free- 
man Clarke. 

The thousands that, uncheered by praise, 

Have made one offering of their days, 

For truth, for heaven, for freedom's sake, 

Resigned the bitter cup to take; 

And silently, in fearless faith, 

Have bowed their noble souls to death, — 

Where sleep they V Woods and sounding waves 

Are silent of those hidden graves. 

Yet what if no light footsteps there 

In pilgrim love and awe repair? 

They sleep in secret; but the sod, 

Unknown to men, is marked of God. 

Mrs. HmfAHS. 

Honor all men. — 1 Pet. ii. 17. 
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NOVEMBER 3. 



Set your affection on things above, not on thingB 
on the earth. — Col. iii. 2. 

Less of the flesh each day, 

Less of the world and sin; 
More of Thy Son, I pray, 

More of Thyself within. 

More moulded to Thy will, 

Lord, let Thy servant be; 
Higher and higher still, 

Liker and liker Thee. 

BOSAR. 

Likeness to God is the supreme gift. He can com- 
municate nothing so precious, glorious, blessed, a? 
Himself. To hold affinity with the Supreme Being, 
to partake His spirit, to be His children by deriva- 
tions of kindred excellence, — this is a felicity which 
obscures and annihilates all other good. — Chan- 
ging. 

I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with Thy like 
ness. — Ps. xvii. 15. 
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NOVEMBER 4. 

But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that 
we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which 
niseth the dead. — 2 Cor. i. 9. 

Trust ! let not weak expectation 

Take the place of that strong station; 
The peace that's free from this worM's hurt and craze 
Thou'lt find above, where there are no more days. 

N. L. Frothingham. 

In this hope let us trust, and be true to the toils of 
life which it ennobles and cheers. This is our proper 
care. Putting ourselves into His hands, and living 
in harmony with His laws, let us finish our course, 
and leave it to Him to take us, when He will, where 
our forerunners are, and the unfolding of His ways 
are seen with open eye. — J. Martineau. 

Through this vain world He guides our feet, 

And leads us to His heavenly seat; 

His mercies ever shall endure, 

When this vain world shall be no more. 

Watts. 

The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of 
trouble ; and He knoweth them that trust in Him. — 
Nahfm i. 7. 
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NOVEMBER 5. 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give onto you. 
John xiv. 27. 

The peace of Christ was the fruit of combined toil 
and trust: in the one case diffusing itself from the 
centre of his active life, in the other from that of his 
passive emotions; enabling him in the one case to 
do things tranquilly, in the other to see things tran- 
quilly. — J. Martineau. 

The peace of Jesus ! Whenever we are in the right, 
then to us also the peace of Jesus is given.— Fub* 

NE88. 

Peace, the earnest of salvation ; 

Peace, the fruit of pardoned sin; 
Peace that speaks the heavenly Giver, 

Peace to worldly minds unknown; 
Peace divine that lasts for ever, 

Peace that comes from God alone. 

C. Wesley. 

Anl the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, shall keep your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. — Phil. iv. 7. 
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NOVEMBER 6. 



Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God. — Phil. iv. 6. 

We should not only look upon our heavenly Father 
as always near, but accustom ourselves to make 
known our requests to Him, asking that we may re- 
ceive, and thus cultivating a direct and habitual inter- 
course with Him. — J. Walker. 

Be not afraid to pray, — to pray is right; 
Whate'er is good to wish, ask that of Heaven, 

Though it be what thou canst not hope to see; 
Pray to be perfect, though material leaven 

Forbid the spirit so on earth to be ; 
But, if for any wish thou darest not pray, 
Then pray to God to cast that wish away. 

Hartley Colertdob. 

Let us come boldly unto the throne of grace, that 
we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need. — Her. iv. 16. 
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NOVEMBER 7. 



Oh keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be 
ashamed; for I pat my trust in Thee. — Ps. xxv. 20. 

My God ! Thou only art 
Able to know, keep, rule the heart; 

Oh make my heart Thy care, 
Which I, myself to keep, despair ! 
No rebels then will garrison my breast, 
Beneath Almighty wings my heart will live at rest. 

Bishop Kkn. 

He that hath built an everlasting world, at once the 
shelter of victorious goodness and the theatre of its 
yet nobler triumphs, enwraps us in His immensity, 
and sustains us by His love. The sooner we learn to 
lean on Him, and find comfort in the society of God, 
the better are we prepared for every solemn passage 
of our existence. — J. Martineau. 

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered 
me from all my fears. They looked unto Him, and 
were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. — 
Ps. xxxiv. 4, 5. 
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NOVEMBER 8. 

And be content with Bach things as ye have. — 
Keb. xiii. 5. 

Pale care, a vaunt! 
I'll learn to be content 
With that small stock Thy bounty gave, or lent; 

What may conduce 
To my most healthfull use, 
Almighty God, me grant; 

But that or this 

That hurtfull is 
Denie Thy suppliant. 

HXBBIOK. 

For we do not want to fare so as to be willing, like 
an animal, to take up for ever with this world. . . . 
It was not meant we should be so mean as to put up 
with the present as satisfying, but that all this world 
should appear to the soul as " a bed shorter than that 
a man can stretch himself upon it, and a covering nar- 
rower than that he can wrap himself in it." — Bab- 
tol. 

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich. — 1 Sax. 
d. 7. 
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NOVEMBER 9. 



For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hatb 
appeared to all men. Teaching us, that denying un- 
godliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously, and godly, in this present world. — Titus 
ii. 11, 12. 

There is no time better than to-day to begin the 
triumph over our temptations, to begin a holier and 
happier life. The change is needed only in ourselves. 
Do but say, " In God's strength I will," and the vie 
tory is sure. — Thomas Hill. 

Only see ye that your heart 
Rise betimes from earthly lust; 

Would ye there with Him have part? 
Here obey your Lord and trust; 

Fix your hearts beyond the skies, 

Whither ye yourselves would rise. 

Louisa Henrietta, EUetress of Brand enburgh. 

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious 
appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ— Titus ii. 13. 
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NOVEMBER 10. 



A man's heart deviseth his way: but the Lord di- 
recteth his steps. — Pro v. xvi. 9. 

What a priceless privilege, in a life of unceasing 
change, to look beyond manifest good and seeming 
evil to the throne of love, and to feel assured that in 
a world not man's, but God's, our lot is ordered and 
our path directed by One who loves us better than we 
can love ourselves ! — A. P. Peabody. 

Thou walkest with me when I walk; 

When to my bed for rest I go, 

I find Thee there, 

And evervwhere. 

Not youngest thought in me doth grow, 

No, not one word I cast to talk 

But yet, unuttered, Thou dost know. 

Sidney 

Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even 
they shall understand the loving-kindness of the 
Cx>rd. — Ps. cvii. 43. 
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NOVEMBER II. 



I press towards the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus. — Phil. Hi. 14. 

Difficulty, struggle, progress, — this is the law. By 
this we conquer; by this it is that the spirit gradually 
obtains ascendency over the flesh; by this we aspire 
to be children of God. — J. Walker. 

Press on, press on ! through toil and woe, 
With calm resolve to triumph go, 
Still treading each temptation down, 
And battling for a brighter crown. 

Press on, press on ! still look in faith 

To him who vanquished sin and death; 

Then shall ye hear God's word, " Well done ! " 

True to the last, press on, press on ! 

Gaskkll. 

Not as though I had already attained, either were 
already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may appre- 
hend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ 
Jesus. — Phil. Hi. 12. 
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NOVEMBER 12. 



And Peter said to Jesus, Master, it is good for us 
to be here : and let us make three tabernacles. — 
Mark ix. 5. 

And it was good for them to be there, but not too 
long. Man was sent into this world, not merely to 
see, but to do ; and the more he sees, the more he is 
bound to go and do accordingly. St. Peter had to 
come down from the mount and preach the gospel 
wearily for many a year, and die, at last, upon the 
cross. — Charles Klngsley. 

"No! saith the Lord, the hour is past, we go; 
Our home, our life, our duties, lie below; 
While here we kneel upon the mount of prayer, 
The plough lies waiting in the furrow there ; 
Here we sought God that we might know His will, 
There we must do it, serve Him, seek Him still.' 



»» 



And Moses went down from the mount unto the 
people, and sanctified the people. — Exod. xix. 14. 

Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only. — 
J as. i. 22. 
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NOVEMBER 13. 



Strive to enter in at the strait gate. — Lukx xiii. 
24. 

Jesus bids us "strive." The original is a atronge? 
word: we must wrestle, and that with the whole 
strength. — Thomas Hill. 

Not by deeds that win the world's applauses, 
Not by works that give the world renown, 

Not by martyrdom or vaunted crosses, 
Cansf. thou win and wear the immortal crown. 

Daily struggling, though unloved and lonely, 

Every day a rich reward will give ; 
Thou wilt find, by hearty striving only, 

And truly loving, thou canst truly live. 

Harriet Winslow. 

For consider him that endured such contradiction 
of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint 
in your minds. Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, 
striving against sin. — Heb. xii. 3, 4. 
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NOVEMBER 14. 

Search me, God, and know my heart: 
Try me, and know my thoughts: 
And see if there be any wicked way in me, 
And lead me in the way everlasting. 

P8. cxxxix. 28, 94. 

44 A sinless mind in me reveal, 

Thy spirit's fulness, Lord, impart! 
Till all my spotless life shall tell 
The abundance of a loving heart. 

So shall I own Thy perfect sway, 

And, sitting humbly at Thy feet, 
Thy law, with all my heart, obey, 
And all my soul to Thee submit. 1 ' 

Oh cleanse Thou me from secret faults. 

Keep back also Thy servant from presumptuous sins; 

Let them not have dominion over me. 

May the words of my mouth, and the meditation of 

my heart, 
Be acceptable in Thy sight, 
Lord, my strength and my Redeemer I 

Ps. xix. 12, 18, 14 (Noyes's Translation^ 
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NOVEMBER 15. 

Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing 
be lost. — John vi. 12. 

Gather the fragments, garner them well: 
Their worth in the wide world ye never can tell; 
Each answers some purpose in God's gracious plan, 
Fulfils some design as a blessing for man. 

Fragments of wealth for the needy and poor, 
Fragments of food for the bird at thy door; 
Fragments of learning, fit food for the mind; 
Fragments of love, God's best gift to mankind. 

Then gather the fragments, garner them well, 
The use they may serve for God only can tell. 

M. L. B. 

This economy is sacred and religious, not selfish* 
It recognizes all things as given by God, — given for 
use, not waste; to be treated reverently, not reck- 
lessly. — J. F. Clarke. 

And they did all eat, and were filled ; and they took 
up of the fragments that remained twelve baskets full 
Matt. xiv. 20. 
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NOVEMBER 16. 



Oar Father which art in heaven. — Matt. ri. 9. 

My Father ! cheering name ! 

Oh may I call Thee mine ! 
Give me the humble hope to claim 

A portion so divine. 

This can my fears control, 

And bid my sorrows fly: 

What real harm can reach my sciil 

Beneath my Father's eye ? 

Steele. 

Day and night, going out and coming in, say to 
yourselves, I am with God my Father, and God my 
Father is with me. There is not a good feeling in 
my heart but my heavenly Father has put it there ; 
uy, I have not a power which He has not given; 
even the very hairs of my head are all numbered. — 

C KlNGSLKY. 

Thou, O Lord, art our Father. — Is a. lxiii. 16. 
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NOVEMBER 17. 

Then ahalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer, 
thou shalt cry, and He shall say, Here I am. — 
la a. lviii. 9. 

It is through prayer that there comes to us that 
which is the strength of our strength, and the virtue 
of our virtue, — the Holy Spirit. — Mountford. 

Lord, what a change within us one short hour 
Spent in Thy presence will prevail to make ! 
What heavy burdens from our bosom take ! 
What parched grounds refresh, as with a shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seems to lower - 
We rise, and all the distant and the near 
Stands forth in sunny outline brave and clear. 

R. U. Trench. 

Prayer, if it be set upon God and fixed in heaven, 
will fetch earth up to heaven, change earthly thoughts 
into heavenly conceptions, turn flesh into spirit, met- 
amorphose nature into grace, and earth into heaven. 
Thomas Vknatorius. 

In my distress I called upon the Lord, and cried to 
my God: and He did hear my voice out of His temple, 
and my cry did enter into His ears. — 2 Sam. zxii. 7. 
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NOVEMBER 18. 



Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest 
ft John 5. 

Art thou faithful V Wake and watch; 

Love with all thy heart Christ's ways; 
Seek not transient ease to snatch. 

Look not for reward or praise. 

Art thou faithful? Stand apart 
From all worldly hope and pleasure; 

Yonder fix thy hopes and heart, 
On the earth where lies our treasure. 

Winkler. 

It is not, " How much have you done? " but, " in 
what spirit have you acted?" Not, "How long?" 
but, "How well?" . . . Let us only be genuine) 
honest, true, in every thing, however small, and we 
have in that the sign and pledge of an entire conse- 
cration of heart and life to God. — J. F. Clarke. 

Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life. — Rev. ii. 10. 
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NOVEMBER 19. 



Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us 
watch and be sober. — 1 Thess. v. 6. 

Sleep not, soldier of the cross ! 

Foes are lurking all around; 
Look not here to find repose: 

This is but thy battle-ground. 

Break through all the force of ill, 
Tread the might of passion down; 

Struggle onward, upward still, 
To thy conquering Saviour's crown. 

Gaskell. 

The path of our regenerate life is the straight and 
climbing and rugged pathway of Christian obedience. 
When once our book of life has been opened to us, 
every evil disposition that stirs within us is to be re- 
sisted, mortified, and slain. — £. H. Sears. 

Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye 
shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. — Eph 
ri. 16, 17. 
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NOVEMBER 20. 



No man hath seen God at any time. — Jomr i. 18. 

No human eye Thy face may see, 
No human thought Thy. form may know; 

But all creation dwells in Thee, 
And Thy great life through all doth flow. 

So, though we faint on life's dark hill, 
And Thought grow weak, and Knowledge flee, 

Yet Faith shall teach us courage still, 
And Love shall guide us on to Thee. 

T. W. HlGGINBOM. 

The Scriptures, with a beautiful boldness of expres- 
sion, speak of "seeing Him who is invisible." "He 
that doeth evil," says John, "hath not seen God." 
But "Blessed are the pure in heart," said the Master 
of John ; it is for them that the double privilege is 
reserved of knowing and enjoying Him. He is man- 
» r est to the believing. He dwells in the faithful heart. 
The separating veil is done away in Christ, and the 
confiding spirit "with open face beholds the glory of 
the Lord" (2 Cor. in. 18). — N. L. Frothingham. 
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NOVEMBER 21. 

flfve us this day our daily bread. — Matt. vi. 11. 

Give us our daily bread, 

O God ! — the bread of strength; 
For we have learnt to know 

How weak we are, at length. 
As children we are weak, 

As children must be fed: 
Give us Thy grace, Lord ! 

To be our daily bread. 

A. A. PEOOTOft. 

You acknowledge God as the giver of your dally 
bread; but the very purpose for which He gave us 
hunger was to make us labor for our food. In like 
manner God gives us a hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness ; and although the sanctifying Spirit which 
satisfies that hunger and thirst is a gift of His grace, 
yet must we labor and toil to obtain it. — Thomas 
Hill. 

Now He that ministereth seed to the sower, both 
minister bread for your food, and multiply your seed 
sown, and increase the fruits of your righteousness. — 
2 Cor. ix. 10. 
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NOVEMBER 22. 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the Way, and the 
Truth, and the Life : no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me. — John xiv. 6. 

Yes: thou art still the Life, thou art the Way 
The holiest know, — Light, Life, and Way of heaven I 
And they who dearest hope and deepest pray 
Toil by the light, life, way, which thou hast given. 

Theodore Parker. 

O Lord, who art the Way, the Truth, and the Life ! 
in whom is no darkness, error, vanity, or death, — the 
Light without which there is darkness, the Way 
without which there is wandering, the Truth without 
which there is error, the Life without which there is 
death, say, Lord, "Let there be light," and I shall 
see light and eschew darkness, I shall see the way 
and avoid wandering, I shall see the truth and shun 
error, I shall see life and escape death. — St. Augus- 
tine. 

Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am 
the light of the world : he that followeth me shall not 
walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. — 
John viii. 12. 
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NOVEMBER 23. 

I am the vine, ye are the branches; he that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much 
fruit — John xv. 5. 

Our Lord declares that he is the vine, and we the 
branches, not that he may make us contented and 
secure of salvation, but that he may lead us to cling 
to him more closely. . . . Not only is our connection 
as branches with the vine voluntary, but it depends 
on us to what extent we shall draw life from him. — 
Thomas Hill. 

*' O holy Saviour! Friend unseen! 
Since on thine arm thou bid'st me lean, 
Help me throughout life's changing scene 
By faith to cling to thee. 

Blest with this fellowship, divine 
Take what thou wilt, I'll not repine; 
For as the branches to the vine, 
My soul would cling to thee." 

As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine : no more can ye, except ye abide in 
me. — John xv. 4. 
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NOVEMBER 24. 



And Jabes called on the God of Israel, saying, Oh 
that Thou wouldst bless me indeed! — 1 Chkoh. iv. 
10. 

Bless all my works and ways; my light increase, 

Order my doings for the best; 

In all my toil be Thou my rest, 

Until at last I lay me down in peace 

That ne'er shall cease. 

Neandkr. 

Look back on your life and see what blessed influ- 
ences have come to you to form your character, to 
ennoble your aims, to inspire you with a true spirit. 
All this is only the preparation for a deeper and fuller 
life of love, which God means to give to all of us on 
the condition of faith. Believe that what He has 
begun He means to carry on and finish. That is, trust 
Him. Do not doubt His nearness, His influence, His 
good-will. — J. F. Clarke. 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in Thee. — 
Ps. Ixxxiv. 6. 
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NOVEMBER 25. 



How many times shall I adjure thee that thou tell 
me nothing bat that which is true? — 1 Kings xxii. 
16. 

" Thoa must be true thyself 
If thou the truth wouldst teach." 

*' Think truly, and thy thought 
Shall the world's famine feed; 

Speak truly, and thy word 
Shall be a fruitful seed ; 

Live truly, and thy life shall be 
A great and noble creed." 

Let thy every word and act be perfect truth, uttered 
in genuine love- . . . Let not the forms of business, or 
the conventional arrangements of society, reduce thee 
into falsehood. ... Be true to thyself. . . . Be true to 
thy friend. ... Be true to the world. — L. M. Child. 

Lying lips are abomination to the Lord: but they 
that deal truly are His delight. — Pro v. xii. 22. 
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NOVEMBER 26. 

Wherefore is light given to him that is in misery; 
and life unto the bitter in soul? — Job iii. 20. 

Why wert thou so visited, didst thou ask, Job ! 
Why, but that through thy momentary temptation to 
murmur that beautiful patience and admirable piety 
of thine might be afterwards developed, aud that thou 
mightest thus set up on earth a school of patience and 
trust in God, where all the after-generations of men 
might study. — Ba rtol. 

God did anoint thee with His odorous oil, 

To wrestle, not to reign ; and He assigns 

All thy tears over, like pure crystallines, 

For younger fellow-workers of the soil 

To wear for amulets, so others shall 

Take patience, labor, to their heart and hand, 

From thy hand, and thy heart, and thy brave cheer, 

And God's grace fructify through thee to all. 

E. B. Browning. 

Be thou an example of the believers, in word, id 
conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. — 
1 Tim. iv. 12. 
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NOVEMBER 27. 

Let us not therefore judge one another any more.— 
Rom. xiv. 13. 

" A truly good man is always disposed to excuse 
what is evil in his brethren, so far as truth will suffer 
him." 

Our Lord said to the sinning woman, " Neither do 
I condemn thee: " shall we, ourselves sinners, be less 
lenient than he, the sinless one? 

Think gently of the erring one ! 

Oh let us not forget, 
However darkly stained by sin, 

He is bur brother yet ! 
Heir of the same inheritance, 

Child of the self-same God, 
He hath but stumbled in the path 

We have in weakness trod. 

Julia A. Fletcher. 

Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that 
speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, 
speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law. There 
is one law-giver, who is able to save, and to destroy: 
who art thou that judgest another? — James iv. 11, 

12. 
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NOVEMBER 28. 

Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning 
of plaiting the hair and of wearing of gold, or of 
putting on of apparel ; but let it be the hidden man of 
the heart, . . . even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit — 1 Peter ill. 3, 4. 

" I want that adorning divine 

Thou only, my God, canst bestow; 
I want in those beautiful garments to shine, 
Whioh distinguish Thy household below. 

I want, oh ! I want to attain 
Some likeness, my Saviour, to thee; 

That longed-for resemblance once more to regain, 
Thy comeliness put upon me." 

Oh ! blessed are they who, for the peace and ornament 
of life, dare to rely not on the glories which Solomon 
affected, but on those which Jesus loved; genuine 
graces, resembling the inimitable beauties of the lilies 
of the field, painted with the hues of heaven while 
bending over the soil of earth. — J. Maktineau. 

Be clothed with humility. — 1 Pet. v. 5. 
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NOVEMBER 29. 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts: The fast of the fourth 
mouth, and the fast of the fifth, and the fast of the 
seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be to the 
house of Judah joy and gladness, and che rful feasts. 
Zech. viii. 19. 

All that is sent thee take with cheerfulness, — 
Look up on high, and thank thy God for all. 

Milne, from Chaucer. 

Whatsoever is brought upon thee take cheerfully. — • 
Ecclus. ii. 4. 

I think we are too ready with complaint, 

In this fair world, of God's. . . . 

O pusillanimous heart ! be comforted, 

* And, like a cheerful traveller, take the road, 

Singing beside the hedge. 

B. B. Browning. 

All nature is full of cheer. . . . Jesus was God's 
well-beloved Son, giving himself cheerfully for man. 
God loves us when we follow Jesus; when we are 
cheerful in our submission, cheerful in our sacrifice, 
cheerful in our trial, cheerful in our loneliness, our 
bereavement, our sorrow cheerful even in our struggle 
with sin. — J. F. Clarke. 

Serve the Lord with gladness. — Ps. c. 2. 
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NOVEMBER 30. 

That they should make them days of feasting and 
joy, and of sending portions one to another, and gifts 
to the poor. — Esther ix. 22. 

"Is thy cruise of comfort wasting? 
Rise, and share it with another; 
And, through all the years of famine, 
It shall serve thee and thy brother. 

Love divine will fill thy storehouse, 

Or thy handful still renew; 
Scanty fare for one will often 

Make a royal feast for two." 

Do the utmost with what you have, and it shall go 
far enough. Set the example of beneficence, and it 
shall spread. Start with all you can command > and 
God will multiply it. — N. L. Fbothinoram. 

There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and 
there is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it 
tendeth to poverty. The liberal soul shall be made 
fat: and he that watereth shall be watered also him- 
self. — Pitov. ad. 24, 25. 
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DECEMBER I. 

Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom 
his Lord shall make ruler over his household, to give 
them their portion of meat in due season ? Blessed is 
that servant, whom his Lord when He cometh shall 
find so doing. — Luke xii. 42, 43 

"If man aspires to reach the throne of God, 
O'er the dull plains of earth must lie the road. 
He who best does his lowly duty here 
Shall mount the highest in a nobler sphere ; 
At God s own feet our spirits seek their rest, . 
And he is nearest Him who serves Him best." 

God and Christ are always near, and heaven is ever 
open to the good and faithful servant. — A. P. Pea- 
body. 

" Doth any so much as shut the door or kindle a 
fire upon His altar unrewarded ? They do not. God 
is a liberal paymaster; and all His retributions are 
more than bountiful, even for the least service that 
can be done unto Him." 

Then T said, I have labored in vain. I have spent 
my strength for nought, and in vain ; yet surely my 
judgment is with the Lord, and my work with my 
God. — Isa. xlix. 4. 
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DECEMBER 2. 

O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 
Matt. xiv. 31. 

"Bid me come," said Peter. "Come," said Christ 
Peter went as far as his little faith would carry him ; 
he also cried as far as his little faith would help, 
"Lord, save me: I perish; " and so with coming and 
crying he was kept from sinking, though he had but 
little faith. Jesus stretched forth his band and caught 
him, and said unto him, "O thou of little faith, 
wherefore didst thou doubt?" — Bunyan. 

And straightway the father of the child cried out, 
and said, with tears, Lord, I believe ; help thou mine 
uibelief. — Mark ix. 24. 

I do believe, and yet in grief 
I pray for help to unbelief; 
For needful strength aside to lay 
The daily cumberings of my way. 

Whittier. 

As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, 
he saith unto the ruler of the synagogue, Be not 
afraid, only believe. — Mark v. 36. 
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DECEMBER 3. 

Bat as touching brotherly love ye need not that I 
write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God 
to love one another. — 1 Tiiess. iv. 9. 

How blest the sacred tie that binds 

Tn union sweet according minds ! 

How swift the heavenly course they run 

Whose hearts and faith and hopes are one ! 

To each the soul of each how dear! 
What jealous love, what holy fear ! 
How doth the generous flame within 
Refine from earth and cleanse from sin ! 

Barbatjxd. 

For true friendship the world must be felt as some- 
thing more than a workshop: it must be the busy 
porch of infinity. This is the feeling that perfects 
friendship, and it is what perfects that love which is 
the fulfilling of the Law. . . . Sympathy, fellow-feel- 
ing with one another as spirits, immortal spirits.—- 
Mountford. 

If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and Hit 
love is perfected in us. — 1 John iv. 13. 
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DECEMBER 4. 

A possession may be gotten hastily in the beginning, 
but in the end it will not be blessed. — Prov xx. 21 
(Noyes's Translation). 

Faith in God is destroyed within us by (sudden) 
p^sperity. The Giver is lost in His gifts. We are 
carried along by the rich, full streams of the Divine 
bounty far away from its source, and we lose as we 
go all sensibility to generous emotions. We lose faith 
in God and man. It is not of necessity that pros- 
perity should have this effect upon us. But it does 
have this effect It makes men hard and selfish. — 
Fursess. 

Therefore lament not, honest soul, 

That Providence holds back from thee 
The means thou might' st so well control, — 

Those luxuries of charity. 
Manhood is nobler as thou art; 

And should some chance thy coffers fill, 
How art thou sure to keep thine heart, 

To hold unchanged thy lcving will? 

R. M. Milne. 

They that will be rich, fall into temptation, and a 

snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts. — 1 

Tim. vi. 9 
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DECEMBER 5. 

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature, old 
things are passed away; behold, all things are become 
new. — 2 Cob. v. 17. 

The Future is every thing to us, the Past is noth- 
ing. The turn, the change, the fixing our faces "tn 
the right instead of the wrong direction, — this is the 
difficulty, this is the turning-point, this is the crisis 
of life. But, that once done, the future is clear before 
us. — Stanley. 

All before us lies the way; 

Give the past unto the wind ; 
All before us is the day, 

Night and darkness are behind. 

From the spirit land afar 

All disturbing force shall flee; 

Sin nor toil nor hope shall mar 

Its immortal unity. 

R. W. Emerbob. 

When the wicked man turneth away from his wick- 
edness that he hath committed, and doeth that which 
is lawful and right, he shall save his soul alive,— 
Kzbk. xviii. 27. 
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DECEMBER 6. 



To every thing there is a season. — Eccles. ill. 1. 

Winter approaches at last; and with a vet deeper 
voice, from the midst of storms and snows, calls as to 
prayer. — F. VV. P. Greenwood. 

*' Let us pray when winter drear 
Closes in the vanished year, 
Wraps in snow the lofty hill, 
Chains in frost the murmuring rill. 
When, let loose, the chilling breeze 
Sweeps the last leaves from the trees; 
When the summer dowers decay, — 
Looking on them, let us pray ! " 

We live too much in the outward ; in driving toil 
without spiritual renewal. We need to learn the wis- 
dom of reinforcing the inner vitality by nourishing the 
roots of faith and principle. Our souls need rest, that 
in secret prayer and Divine communion shall nourish 
the inner life of the spirit. — R. K. Shippen. 

And it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little season. — Rjcv. vi. 11- 
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DECEMBER 7. 

He being dead j-et speaketh. — Heb. xi. 4. 

The very child, of too transient stay, may paint on 
the darkness of our sorrow so fair a vision of loving 
wonder, of reverent trust, of deep and thoughtful 
patience, that a Divine presence abides with us for ever 
as the mild and constant light of hope and faith. — 
Martlneau. 

When Death strikes down the innocent and young, 
For every fragile form from which he lets 

The parting spirit free, 

A hundred virtues rise 
In shapes of mercy, charity, and love, 
To walk the world and bless it. 
Of every tear that sorrowing mortals shed 

On such green graves, 
Some good is born, some gentler nature comes. 

Diokkks 

They have an immortality, even here upon the 
earth, in their quickening memories and in the im- 
pression of their virtues upon our loving hearts. — 6 
W. Briggs. 

Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come 
onto me : for of such is the kingdom of heaven. - - 
Matt. xix. 14. 
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DECEMBER 8. 

Nevertheless, I tell 70a the truth: it i8 expedient 
for you that I go away : for if I go not away, the Com- 
forter will not come unto you. — John xvi. 7. 

It is often necessary that our hopes should be cut 
off, and our friends go away to the silent realms of 
the dead, in order that religion, the great comforter 
may come and find a welcome in our hearts. — A. A. 
Livermore. 

In the hour of my distress, 
When temptations me oppress, 
And when I my sins confess, 
Sweet Spirit, comfort me ! 

When I lie within my bed, 

Sick in heart and sick in head, 

And with doubts discomforted, 

Sweet Spirit, comfort me ! 

Hbrriok. 

Oftentimes comfort is then nearest us when our 
afflictions are at the highest God works by contra- 
ries, as light out of darkness at the creation, life out 
of death, glory out of shame, as in the redemption. — 
Jer. Dyke. 

I will pray the Father, and He shall give you 

another Comforter, that he may abide with you fur 

ever. — John xiv. 16. 
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DECEMBER 9. 



Behold, I take away from thee the desire of thine 
eyes with a stroke : yet neither shalt thou mourn nor 
weep, neither shall thy tears run down. Forbear to 
cry, make no mourning for the dead. — Ezkk. xxiv. 
16, 17. 

To mourn is afflictive. It appears in itself to be a 
great evil. On the occasion of it how evil it is! . . • 
But in Christ we get beyond sight, and higher into 
faith, and learn that they who mourn are "blessed;" 
for what they see as a heavy trouble, their faith dis- 
plays as a light affliction, that is working by their 
patient trust a weight of glory for them. — L. G. W. 

"We will not weep; for God is standing by us, 
And tears will blind us to the blessed sight: 
We will not doubt ; if darkness still doth try us, 
Our souls have promise of *erenest light." 

Blessed are they that mourn : for they shall be com* 
forted. — Matt. v. 4. 



844 



DECEMBER 10. 

Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever 
things are of good report; if there be any virtue, if 
there be any praise, think on these things. — Phil. 
iv. 8. 

Would we live spiritually, we must think on spirit- 
ual things. — Miss Clapp. 

Mind makes itself like that it lives amidst 

And on ; and thus among dreams, imaginings, 

And scenes of awe and purity and power, 

Grows sternly sweet and calm. 

P. J. Bailey. 

Every year of my life I grow more and more con- 
vinced that it is wisest and best to fix our attention 
on the beautiful and good, and dwell as little as possi- 
ble on the evil and the false. — L. M. Child. 

If we wish to keep the sanctuary of the soul unpro- 
faned, if we wish to prevent our virtues from being 
contaminated in their very source and to their very 
core, let us maintain inviolate the purity of oui 
thoughts. — Walker. 

Bringing into captivity every thought to the obedi- 
ence of Christ. — 2 Cor. x. 5. 
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DECEMBER II. 

The good that I would, I do not; bat the evil which 
I would not, that I do. I delight in the law of 
God, after the inward man: but I see another law in 
my members warring against the law of my mind, and 
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which ia 
In my members. — Rom. vii. 19, 22, 23. 

My soul, be on thy guard : 

Ten thousand foes arise ; 
The hosts of sin are pressing hard 

To draw thee from the skies. 

Ne'er think the victory won, 

Nor lay thine armor down: 

Thy arduous work will not be done 

Till thou obtain thy crown. 

Hbath. 

He who is sore pressed by temptation need not flat* 
ter himself that by and by the temptation will cease, 
and he be so delivered from sin; for temptation will 
not cease, and help must come from strength given to 
the inner man, lifting the soul above all temptation. — 
Thomas Hill. 

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of His might. — Eph. vi. 10. 
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DECEMBER 12; 
Beloved, let us love one another. — 1 Jomr it. 7. 

Jesus said, " Love one another as 1 have loved you; " 
but how had he loved them ? He had rebuked their 
sins, but he had given them such help, had trans- 
formed their poor fisherman life into such different life, 
that he and they might well look upon it as a tine 
type of true love. . . . When we help each other to 
answer the highest and best end of existence, then 
there is true love. — N. A. Staples. 

Make us of one heart and mind, 
Self-forgetful, true, and kind; 
Strong, yet meek in thought and word, 
Like Thy Son, our blessed Lord. 

Let us for each other care, 

Each the other's burden bear; 

Father, we look up to Thee : 

Let us in Thy love agree. 

Wbsleyav. 

Whatsoever else we do amiss, as in many tilings we 
sin all, yet let us not differ in affection, but keep up 
and maintain lo\ e one toward another. — St. Augus- 
tine. 

Bear ye one another's burdens. — Gal. vi. 2. 
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DECEMBER 13. 

They that be wise, shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn many to righteous* 
ness, as the stars for ever and ever. — Dak. xii. 3. 

Reign in your heaven, ye stars of light! 

Beyond this troubled scene; 
With you, fair orbs, there is no night; 

Eternally serene, 
Each casts around its tranquil way 
The radiance of its own clear day. 

Montgomery. 

Write your name in kindness, love, and mercy on 
the hearts of those who come in contact with you, and 
you will never be forgotten. Good deeds will shine 
as brightly on the earth as the stars in heaven. — 
Chalmers. 

Their tasks the heavenly hosts fulfil, 

Ere long to shine their last: 
We, if we do "Our Father's" will, 

Shall shine when they are past. 

Montgomery. 

Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. — Matt. xiii. 43. 
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DECEMBER 14. 

And (the disciples) entered into a ship, and went 
over the sea ; and the sea arose by reason of a great 
wind that blew. And about the fourth watch of the 
night he (Jesus) cometh unto them . . . and saith unto 
them, Be of good cheer: it is I ; be not afraid. — Joha 
vi. 17, 18; Mark vi. 48, 50. 

Jesu, Deliverer, come thou to me; 
Soothe thou my voyaging over life's sea; 
Thou, when the storm of death roars sweeping by, 
Whisper, O Truth of Truth ! " Peace: it is I." 

St. Anatolius. 

The peace of Jesus was the sacred calm of the sours 
depths, which the visible storms of life, however vio- 
lent, never reach; the profound repose of a heart at 
rest on the bosom of the Infinite God. . . . Such was 
the peace which Jesus communicated to his friends. 
It was the blessedness of heaven realized in their frail, 
suffering bodies; not only the peace of Jesus, but the 
peace of God, passing al T understanding. — Furness. 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you : 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. — Joha 
xiv. 27. 
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DECEMBER 15. 

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the 
Father is this, to visit the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world — J as. i. 27. 

Oh ! he whom Jesus loved has truly spoken : 
The holier worship which God deigns to bless 

Restores the lost and heals the spirit broken. 
And feeds the widow and the fatherless. 

Then, brother-man, fold to thy heart thy brother: 
For where love dwells, the peace of God is there; 

To worship rightly is to love each other, 
Each smile a hymn, each kindly deed a prayer. 

Whittikr 

Whatsoever our walk in life, we have opportunities 
to do good. Blessed is the man who seizes these op- 
portunities ; doing that which he can for the service 
of his fellow-men, and looking unto God for approval. 
Thomas Hill. 

Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
For I was a hungered, and ye gave me meat. — Matt. 
xxv. (Read from verses 34 to 46 inclusive.) 
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DECEMBER 16. 

And in every work that he began in the service of 
the house of God, and in the law, and in the com- 
mandments, to seek his God, he did it with all hia 
heart, and prospered. — 2 Chron. xxxi. 21. 

To him no reverence can we render, 
Who never heeds what he creates. 
'Tis this indeed that man most graceth; 

For this 'tis his to understand, 
That in his inner heart he traceth 

What he produceth with his hand. 

Schiller. 

Work gives balance and regularity to all the move- 
ments of the soul. It drives all diseased fancies out 
of the mind. The condition, however, is that it shall 
be really work, not the show of it; that we shall put 
ourselves wholly into it for the time ; that we shall 
not work mechanically nor reluctantly, but with out 
thoughts present, our heart in it, as well as our hands. 
J. F. Clarke. 

And the fire shall try every man's work, of what 
sort it is. —1 Cor. ill. 18. 



851 



DECEMBER 17. 

Therefore we conclude, that a man is justified by 
faith without the deeds of the law. — Rom. iii. 28. 

Te see then how that by works a man is justified, 
and not by faith only. — J as. ii. 24. 

The only difference between the two apostles is 
this: one regards obedience in the inward principle 
from which it starts, and the other in the outward act 
in which it is consummated ; both, however, making 
obedience, "righteousness, and true holiness," the 
ultimate ground of salvation, the breath of eternal life. 
Walker. 

In true and genuine faith we trace 
The source of every Christian grace; 
Within the pious heart it plays 
A living fount of joy and praise. 

Kind deeds of peace and love betray 
Where'er the stream has^found its way; 
But, where these spring not rich and fair, 
The stream has never wandered there. 

Drdmmond. 

Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and 
by works was faith made perfect V — Ja.s. ii. 22. 
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DECEMBER 18. 

After that, he poureth water into a basin, and be- 
gan to wash the disciples 1 feet, and to wipe them with 
the towel wherewith he was girded. — John xiii. b. 

Meek Jesus ! to my soul thy spirit lending, 
Teach me to live like thee in lowly love ; 

With humblest service all thy saints befriending, 
Until I serve before (God's) throne above; 

Yes, serving e'en my foes, for thou didst seek 

The feet of Judas in thy service meek. 

G. W. Bbthunb. 

His meaning was to enforce, not so much a sacrifice 
of pride, as of luxurious and careless selfishness; to 
teach us to do, not those things which it was humiliat- 
ing, but which it was troublesome, unpleasant, aud 
disagreeable to do; that is, to perform duties of kind- 
ness, even of the most humble sort, to those who need 
them the most; not to shrink from the meapest offices 
in relieving the bodily wants and sufferings of the 
poor. — Thomas Arnold. 

If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet For 
I have given yon an example, that ye should do as I 
have done unto you. — John xiii. 14, 15. 
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DECEMBER 19. 

Thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in re- 
membrance in the sight of God. — Acts x. 31. 

Saith God, If thou wilt give thyself to me in thy 
prayers, in thy praises, in thy affections, and in all 
thy actions, I will give thyself back so much mended, 
that thou shalt receive thyself and Me too, — thyself in 
a holy liberty to work in the world in a calling; My- 
self in giving a blessing upon all the works of thy 
calling, and imprinting in thee a holy desire to do all 
things to My glory. — J. Donne. 

The silent tears that fall at dead of night 
Over soiled robes which once were pure and white; 
The prayers that rise like incense from the soul, 
Longing for Christ to make it clean and whole, — 
These are not lost. 

The kindly plans devised for others 1 good, 

So seldom guessed, so little understood; 

The quiet, steadfast love that strove to win 

Some wanderer from the wofui ways of sin, — 

These are not lost. 

Sarah Doudnxt. 

A book of remembrance was written before Him for 

them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon His 

name. — Mal. iii. 16. 
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DECEMBER 20. 

There is no fear in love, but perfect love casteth oat 
fear. — 1 John iv. 18. 

It does so; for it casts out that which would make 
us fear before the All-Holy. — L. 6. W. 

Give me, God! that perfect love 

Which lets us clearly see, 
Which binds us that we never rove, 

Which makes us " one with Thee; " 

Which opes our ears when Thou dost speak, 

And aids us that we hear; 

Which gives us strength when we are weak, 

And " casteth out all fear.'* 

M. L. B. 

What would it be to love absolutely a Being abso- 
lutely lovely ? to be able to give our whole existence 
— every thought, every act, every desire — to that 
adored One, ... to know that He accepts it all, and 
loves us in return as God alone can love? — F. P. 
Cobbe. 

He that feareth, is not made perfect in love. — 1 
John iv. 18. 
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DECEMBER 21. 



Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. — J as. i. 4. 

What is patience ? It is implicit faith and trust exer- 
cised in the darker scenes and vicissitudes of life. It 
occupies a place second to no other grace of the Chris- 
tian character. It clothed our Master like a robe on 
his weary sojourn, and sat on his brow like a jewelled 
diadem in the hall of Pilate and on the mount of cru- 
cifixion. — A. P. Peabody. 

By patience man becomes more excellent, 
Fairer than gold, clear as the firmament, 
More pure from each vile element, 
In every grace more eminent. 

To Jesus more acceptable, 

More like to saints unblamable, 

To enemies more terrible, 

And to his friends more lovable. 

Thomas a. Kempib, translated by C. T. Brooks. 

Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts. — Jab. 

7.8. 



856 



DECEMBER 22. 

God is not the Author of confusion. — 1 Cor. ziv. 
33. 

Holy Order, rich in blessing, 

Born of heaven : in peace unceasing 

Dwell all ranks when by her shielded. 



To the huts of men she goeth, 

And to gentler ways allureth, 

And dearest ties hath woven round us. 

Schiller. 

The birth of order was the first act of God, who 
rested not till all was blessed and sanctified. In its 
production and presentation all men recognize some- 
thing that is sacred. There is no task more indubi- 
tably divine than the creation of beauty out of chaos, 
the setting-forth of times and seasons from the stag- 
nant and eternal night. . . . Pure religion is a prin- 
ciple of universal order. — J. Martineau. 

" As giving a cup of cold water in the name of the 
Master is deemed worthy of reward, not less shall 
restoring order, even in a closet or a drawer, where 
confusion has reigned, be an acceptable service." 

Let all things be done decently, and in order. — 1 
Cob. xiv. 40. 
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DECEMBER 23. 

Ascribe ye greatness unto our God. He is the 
Rock. His work is perfect: for all His ways are 
judgment; a God of truth and without iniquity, just 
and right is He. — Dbut. xxxii. 3, 4. 

" What God appoints is surely right; 
His will I would not alter; 
If o'er rough ways in darkest night 
He lead, I will not falter. 
He reigns above, 
And He is Love ! 
His eyes do still behold me, 
His tender arms enfold me." 

Such trust sees time pass away as surely as we see 
this year passing to its end ; and sees eternity present, 
because it is resting in the Eternal One, and finds all 
restored in Him. — L. G. W. 

I set the Lord before me at all times, 
Since He is at my right hand I shall not fall; 
Therefore my heart is glad, and my spirit rejoiceth 
Yea, my flesh dwelleth in security. 

P8. zri. 8, 9 (Noyes's Translation). 
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DECEMBER 24. 

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His pathi 
straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every 
mountain and hill shall be brought low: and the 
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways 
shall be made smooth. And all flesh shall see the sal- 
vation of God. — Luke iii. 4-6. 

Christ comes to us in the form of a new truth, which 
will correct our errors and enlarge our hearts, ... in 
some opportunity of usefulness to our neighbor, . . . 
in some deep conviction calling us to a new life. — J. 
F. Clarke. 

Through this world, uncertain, dim, 
Let me ever learn of him, 
From his precepts wisdom draw, 
Make his life my solemn law. 

Thus in deed and thought and word 

Led by Jesus Christ the Lord, 

In my weakness thus shall I 

Learn to live and learn to die. 

FuBHSsa. 

' The people which sat in darkness saw great light! 
and to them which sat in the region and shadow of 
death light is sprung up. — Matt. iv. 16. 
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DECEMBER 25. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good-will towards men. — Luke ii. 14. 

My heart for very joy doth leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep, 
I, too, must sing, with joyful tongue, 
That sweetest, ancient cradle song. 

Glory to God in highest heaven. 

Who unto man His Son hath given ! 

While angels sing, with pious mirth, 

A glad New Year to all the earth. 

Martin Luther. 

Glory be to Thee in the highest heavens, O Thou 
God of our salvation! Thou hast proclaimed peace 
on earth and infinite good-will to men. Unto us has 
been born a Guide and Deliverer. We hail the morn- 
ing which commemorates his birth. We thank Thee 
that we may unite in the joyful commemoration which 
makes us one with millions of thy children in all parts 
of the world. — Altar at Home. 

The dayspring from on high hath visited us to give 
light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow 
of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. — 
Luke i. 78, 79. 
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DECEMBER 26. 

And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye hare 
aught against any : that your Father also which is in 
heaven may forgive you your trespasses. But, if ye 
do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in 
heaven forgive your trespasses. — Mark xi. 25, 26. 

A single sin, however apparently trifling, however 
hidden in some obscure corner of our consciousness, — 
a sin we do not intend to renounce, — is enough to ren- 
der real prayer impracticable. — F. P. Cobbe. 

" If in my heart has been 
An unforgiving thought or word or look, 
Though deep the malice which I scarce could brook, 
Wash me from the dark sin." 

"Ah! why 
Behold with evil eye 
Thy brother asking grace for sin? 
He doth but aid thee more to win 
Of hope in thy last end." 

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly 
Father will also forgive you. — Matt. vi. 14. 
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DECEMBER 27. 

Every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth 
God. — 1 Johs iv. 7 

'Tis not the skill of human art 
Which gives me power my God to know; 

The sacred lessons of the heart 
Come not from instruments below. 

Love is my teacher: he can tell 
The wonders that he learnt above. 

No other master knows so well, — 
'Tis love alone can tell of love. 

Madame Guyojt. 

Though a man may read his Bible all day long, be 
will learn no more from it than a dumb animal will, 
unless his heart is full of love. For love 'is the light 
by which we see God; by which we understand Ilia 
Bible ; by which we understand our duty, and God's 
dealings in the world. — Charles Kinosley. 

There is a higher revelation than law, and that ii 
love. — Studies in Religion. 

He that loveth not, knoweth not God. — 1 Jobs 
iv. 8. 
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DECEMBER 28. 

They gave after their ability. — Ezra ii. 69. 

Give, if thou canst, an almes ; if not, afford, 
Instead of that, a sweet and gentle word. 

Hjerriok. 

And he saw also a certain poor widow casting in 
thither two mites. And he said, Of a truth I say 
unto you that this poor widow hath cast in more than 
they all. — Lines zxi. 2, 3. 

Giving water to the thirsty is charity. Putting a 
wanderer in the right path is charity. Removing 
stones and thorns from the road is charity. Smiling 
in your brother's face is charity. — Child's Book or 
Religion. 

"If I have turned away 
From grief or suffering which I might relieve, 
Careless the cup of water e'en to give, 
Forgive me, Lord, I pray." 

For whoso shall give you a cup of water to drink in 
my name, because ye belong to Christ, verily I say 
unto you, he shall not lose his reward. — Mark ix. 
41. 
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DECEMBER 29. 

The Lord is my Shepherd ; I shall not want — Pa. 
zxiii. 1. 

The God of love my Shepherd is, 

And He that doth me feed : 
While He is mine and I am His, 

What can I want or need ? 

George Herbert. 

In the deepest sorrow there comes sometimes a crav- 
ing, intensely strong, of throwing our whole being 
upon another heart. This craving dimly points to a 
diviner Mend than any one on earth. It can only 
find its full satisfaction in the realized sympathy of 
God our Father. " The Lord is my Shepherd." — 
S. A. Brooke. 

Surely Thy sweet and wondrous love 

Shall measure all my days; 

And, as it never shall remove, 

So neither shall my praise. 

George Herbert. 

While I live will I praise the Lord; I will sing 
praises unto my God while I have my being. — Ps. 
cxlvi. 2. 
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DECEMBER 30. 

And he said unto me, Write: for these words are 
true and faithful. — Ret. xxi. 5. 

The year will write, " Fruits gleaned, and rest is near, 
I am grown old, — my work is almost done." 

And men will read and say, " The good Old Year, 
For he deserves the rest that he hath won/* 

A soul may close the last page o'er and say 

Unto God and itself, " Life is begun." 

8. Pi ebcr. 

The year was old that day. The patient year had 
lived through the reproaches and misuses of its slan- 
derers, and faithfully performed its work. Spring, 
summer, autumn, winter, — it had labored through 
the destined round, and now laid down its weary head 
to die. Shut out from hope, high impulse, active hap- 
piness itself, but messenger of many joys to others, it 
male appeal, in its decline, to have its toiling days 
and patient hours remembered, and to die in peace. — • 
Dickens. 

And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, 
and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. — Is A. xi. 5. 

Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown of life. — Rev. ii. 10. 
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DECEMBER 31. 

Take heed therefore how ye hear. — Luke. riif. 18. 

Father, in whose mighty hand 
The boundless years and ages lie ! 

Teach ns Thy boon of life to prize, 
And use the moments as they fly; 

To crowd the narrow span of life 
With wise designs and virtuous deeds : 

So shall we wake from death's dark night, 
To share the glory that succeeds. 

Johh Taylob. 

To live a year, knowing that with every day wo 
have sown the seeds of an endless existence, is enough 
to make every one pause and reflect. Reflect we must. 
Pause we cannot long. Sand by sand the year is 
dropping out, and soon it will belong to the changeless 
past Let it speak to us yet again. — E. B. Hall. 

We spend our years as a tale that is told. 
So teach us to number our days, that we may apply 
our hearts unto wisdom. — Ps. xc. 12. 

And thou shalt remember all the way which the 
Lord thy God led thee. — Deiit. viii. 2. 
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Adieu, beloved year ! 1 will love thee, thou wayside 
shelter, for those hours of happiness thou hast seen me 
enjoy. I will love thee even for the suffering thou 
hast seen me endure. Neither happiness nor suffering 
came from thee, but thou hast been the scene for them. 
Descend again then, in peace, into Eternity, and be 
blest, thou who hast left me experience in the place 
of youth, sweet memories instead of past, time, and 
gratitude as payment for good offices. — £mile Soc- 

VESTRE. 

Adieu, beloved friends ! ye who, day by day, through 
the year that is past, have taken my lessons to your 
hearts, and striven to live them in your Uvea. 

So may the New tear oe a happy one to you, happy 
io many more whose happiness depends on you ! So 
may each year be happier than the last, and not the 
meanest of our brethren or sisterhood debarred their 
rightful share in what our great Creator formed them 
to enjoy I — Dick ems. 

9 Thess. iii. 16. 
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